ACRL Government Relations Committee
Minutes of Meeting

January 17th, 2010

Present: Jonathan Miller (Chair); Marilyn Ochoa (Vice-Chair); Michael McLane; Linda Kopecky; Mary Mallory; Allison Ricker (Guest); Kristin Murphy (ACRL-Office of Government Relations); Kathryn Deiss (ACRL-Content Specialist – for Kara Malenfant); Carrie Russell (ALA Washington Office-OITP); Rickey Best.

The meeting began with a joint meeting with the ACRL Copyright Committee.  Murphy provided a brief update.  Congress is currently focusing upon health care, but it is expected to address Orphan Works within the next year.  Broadcast flags and DMCA Section 1201 (Rule making) could see some activity.

Public access to federally funded research continues to be of importance, and indications from the Administration could extend the Federal Rules for Public Access (FRPA) from the 9 current federal agencies to 11.  The joint Intellectual Freedom Committee and the Committee on Legislation are paying close attention to the reauthorization of the Patriot Act, Section 215.  The deadline to reauthorize the Act has been extended to February.  The Association prefers the House reauthorization bill to the bill passed by the Senate.  Grass root efforts will be important over the next few weeks as efforts to negotiation the differences between the bills takes place.
The SKILLS Act, which would require a qualified librarian in public schools, will be under review.  Efforts will be made to try to roll the Act into the ESCA legislation.  

Library Advocacy day will be June 29th in Washington.   Meetings with legislators will be scheduled through your regular legislative liaison.  

Following the update from Murphy, Miller conducted introductions of the committee members.  He next asked for approval of the minutes from the annual meeting in Chicago.  A motion was made and seconded, and the minutes were approved.  Kopecky noted that she had posted minutes from the October  27th, 2009 conference call on ALA Connect.

Miller thanked Ochoa for her work on getting the legislative agenda together.  There are 8 priorities:

1. Public Access to Federally Funded Research
2. Patriot Act Reauthorization – Section 215

3. Net Neutrality

4. Government Information through the Federal Depository Library Program
5. Fair Use and Anti-Circumvention

6. Orphan Works

7. Lead in Children’s Books

8. The Skills Act.

Miller asked Murphy and Carrie Russell whether these priorities should be adjusted.  Murphy stated that Lynne Bradley would be better able to advise on network neutrality – however, the Administration has come out strongly for neutrality, but that attention should continue to be paid to the issue.
Miller noted that for Government Information, the association supports appropriate revisions to USC Title 44 regarding the depository library program; however, there should be a coherent plan for dealing with government information.  A question was asked about the Ithaka report and the implications for the FDLP.  Should the Committee take a resolution to the board regarding the revision of Title 44 and changes to the FDLP?  After some discussion, no decision was reached.
Russell noted that for the issue of lead in children’s books, the Consumer Product Safety Commission will be issuing a statement of policy.  The Association’s position is that the CPSC should be testing and advising libraries on what they should do.

McLane noted that it would be good for those committees following particular issues to provide updates when something occurs by using ALA Connect.
Miller asked Russell her opinion about the ranking of the legislative priorities, acknowledging that these are all important issues.

Russell recommended keeping Network Neutrality high on the priority to guard against efforts to sneak unwanted elements into the rules.  The FCC has new people who are agnostic on the issue.  Orphan works will be more important in the next few months, but it will probably not become so until after the Google Books settlement.  ACRL should take an aggressive stance based upon fair use.  The University of Michigan in working with Google Books has discovered a significant number of titles that have fallen out of copyright protection.
Fair Use and Anti-Circumvention – the Librarian of Congress has not made a final rule-making process.  It is anticipated that film makers will keep their exemption.  The Copyright Office has determined that screen capture is not circumvention, and that screen captures can be used.  It is possible that the Copyright Office may begin round table discussions for Section 108 of the Copyright law, beginning in February.  The general consensus seems to be to “let sleeping dogs lie” in order to prevent unfavorable legislation being passed.
Public Access to Federal Information – OITP is trying to increase support for open access to federal information.  Generally, the administration seems to be in support of the concept.  Russell does not expect the issue of broadcast flags to come back soon, but it will come back.

After discussion, the priorities for the Legislative Agenda were changed as follows:

1. Public Access to Federally Funded Research
2. Patriot Act Reauthorization – Section 215

3. Net Neutrality

4. Government Information through the Federal Depository Library Program

5. Orphan Works

6. Lead in Children’s Books

7. SKILLS Act

8. Fair Use and Anti-Circumvention

Ochoa will clean up the agenda and forward to Malenfant, who will take to the ACRL Board.

Malenfant submitted a report on the Legislative Advocates program.  Presently, there are 50 advocates in 26 states.  Malenfant has received a suggestion from Sarah Cohen from Vermont to use social networking tools to build community and share information among the legislative advocates.

McLane expressed concern about the legislative advocates program.  The visiting program officer position was eliminated after annual due to financial reasons.  Since last June, there have been no messages sent out about the program, and concern is that the program will just fade away.

A discussion on how the committee should review and consider how to recruit advocates took place.  Information can be pulled from Capwizz that may help recruitment in specific districts.  Murphy will speak with Malenfant to get a targeted list of potential recruits based upon legislative district.  Miller will ask Malenfant to send a message to the legislative advocates to discuss the state of the program and let them know what is happening.

Miller asked whether we should keep the same meeting time at annual or whether another day was better.  Possible considerations might be the joint meeting with the Copyright Committee, but the general consensus was that Saturday and Sunday afternoon were the better times.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Rickey Best

