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LCGFT Update

The MLA Genre/Form Task Force, chaired by Nancy Lorimer (Stanford University), continues in its effort to build out and refine the initial rollout of music genre/form terms (Approved List 1514, February 2015). The following LCGFT terms have been added or updated since the Annual Conference (in order of approval):

Huaynos    [gp2015026022]
Librettos    [gp2014026909]
Popular music    [gp2014027009] (references from Popular songs and Popular vocal music removed)
Sacred music    [gp2014027062] (BT for Religious materials added)
Service books (Music)    [gp2014027085] (BT for Religious materials added)
A'ak    [gp2014026615]
Beatboxing    [gp2014026658] (also new to LCSH)
Bellydance music    [gp2015026067]
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament (Music)    [gp2015026068]
Hunting music    [gp2015026069]
Indie pop music    [gp2015026065] (also new to LCSH)
Jùjú music    [gp2015026070]
Kwaito    [gp2015026071]
Maʻaravot    [gp2015026073]
Masses    [gp2014026926] (RT for Organ masses added)
Minnesang    [gp2015026074]
Organ masses    [gp2015026077]
Plenas    [gp2015026075]
Tamboritos    [gp2015026076]
Afrobeat    [gp2015026088]
Brunettes (Songs)    [gp2015026089]
Gaitas (Music)    [gp2015026090]
Matachines (Music)    [gp2015026091]
Modinhas    [gp2015026092]



Additionally, the following music terms appear on Tentative List 1601:

Studies (Music)    [gp2014027115] (RT for Concert etudes added)
Virelais (Formes fixes)    [gp2014027162] (reference from Bergerettes (Music) added)

Work continues in those categories of terms held over for further discussion: those that overlap into and conflict with other domains (literature and performing arts, mostly), those whose scope notes need clarification, and those whose suitability for LCGFT is in question. The revised LC definition of genre/form will no doubt have a bearing on this remaining work.


LCMPT Update

The following new terms have been added to the Library of Congress Medium of Performance Thesaurus (LCMPT) since the Annual Conference (in order of approval):

	tenoroon [mp2015015001]
	slide whistle  [mp2015015012]

The MLA Vocabularies Subcommittee (formerly Subject Access Committee) has also undertaken several projects to refine problematic areas of LCMPT: electronics terms, terms for clarinets, and terms for jazz ensembles. New and updated LCMPT terms resulting from these projects will be proposed through the SACO Music Funnel and announced on Monthly Lists in the coming months.

Lastly, the following MAC papers (being discussed at the Midwinter Meeting) have direct bearing on the future of LCMPT application:

1) MARC Proposal No. 2016-02, “Defining Subfield $r and Subfield $t, and Redefining Subfield $e in Field 382 of the MARC 21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats” (http://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2016/2016-02.html) 
2) MARC Discussion Paper No. 2016-DP01, “Defining Subfields $3 and $5 in Field 382 of the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format” (http://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2016/2016-dp01.html) 


LCGFT/LCMPT Training

As part of the ALA Editions/MLA 2015 music cataloging webinar series, Nancy Lorimer, Casey Mullin and Hermine Vermeij (University of California—Los Angeles) presented a webinar on October 28 entitled Introduction to Music Medium of Performance and Genre Vocabularies. It was well attended and received.


LCGFT/LCMPT Best Practices

On June 17, 2015, the MLA Cataloging and Metadata Committee released version 1.0 of Best Practices for Using LCGFT for Music Resources. 

The Vocabularies Subcommittee is currently revising the document Provisional Best Practices for Using LCMPT (first published in 2014), to incorporate community feedback and enrich the document to provide additional guidance to catalogers facing common situations inherent to music resources. The revised document will no longer bear the designation “Provisional.” It is slated to be released no later than mid-February 2016.

It is hoped that these two MLA documents will serve as the basis for instruction sheets to be included in the forthcoming Library of Congress “non-LCSH terms” manual. 


Use of Legacy LCSH Headings Describing Music Resources

[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2014, the Subject Access Subcommittee began preliminary work to define the process for deriving LCGFT/LCMPT terms from legacy LCSH headings describing music resources. A working group within CMC is now collaborating with Gary Strawn of Northwestern University to design and test algorithms for generating 382 and 655 fields based on 650 fields (and probably also 047 and 048 fields) in MARC bibliographic records. Several rounds of testing on records from the Northwestern University library for the 382 component were performed and evaluated. Work on the 655 component is in the early stages (first focusing on LCSH form subdivisions). Other bibliographic facets stored in legacy LCSH headings (creator/audience/contributor characteristics, geographic place, chronological period, and language) will need to be dealt with as well. 

In order to garner widespread support for this endeavor, MLA plans to draft a white paper and submit it to PCC, OCLC, and perhaps other interested parties. This paper will argue the case for pursuing programmatic conversion of exiting LCSH headings to LCMPT and LCGFT. The primary goal of the paper will be to solicit PCC’s support for a large-scale (national) conversion project similar to the conversion of the authority file to RDA.
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