ACRL Government Relations Committee
ALA Midwinter Conference 2010
Sunday 1/17/10
2:30-4:30p.m.

Marriott Grand Ballroom East

[Part of ACRL Advocacy Committee]
1. Legislative/Government Update in combination with the Copyright Committee. (30 mins.)

Corey Williams (ALA WO OGR) from the Washington Office 

2. Welcome and introductions (5 mins.)

3. Draft Legislative Agenda (30 mins.)
Previously distributed via e-mail and on ALA Connect by Marilyn. How is it looking? What still needs to be done? What input are we waiting from other sections/committees? Next steps.

4. Update on the Advocates Program (30 mins.)

Kara has supplied a written report (she will not be attending ALA.) Her report includes the numbers: how many advocates do we have, where are they located? She will also present some ideas for how to expand the program. (see Appendix 1)
4. Library Advocacy Day at ALA national in Washington 6/29/10. (15 mins.)
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/advocacy/libraryadvocacyday/index.cfm 

Who is planning on going to Washington and being at this event? Do we want to do something special with Legislative Advocates on that day? Organize visits to congressional offices etc.?
The Washington Office just released a promotional video and Kara blogged this on the ACRLInsider http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/2010/01/07/join-in-library-advocacy-day-june-2010-2/
5. Any Other Business.

Apppendix 1 -- Legislative Advocates Report 2009 -- Kara Malenfant 1/8/10

Facts & Figures

This fall, 9 ACRL Legislative Advocates accepted reappointments. At least three were on the list of targets to whom committee members made calls. We currently have 50 advocates from 26 states. The roster is linked off http://www.acrl.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/issues/washingtonwatch/acrladvocates.cfm 

and full contact information is accessible to any ACRL member after login (as is standard practice will all our committee rosters). Here are the states where our 50 ACRL legislative advocates reside:

 

1. AL 
2. AZ 
3. CA 
4. CO 
5. FL 
6. IA 
7. IL 
8. IN 
9. KS 

10. KY 
11. LA 
12. MA 
13. MO 
14. NE 
15. NJ 
16. NY 
17. OH 
18. OR 
19. PA 
20. SD 
21. TN 
22. TX 
23. VA 
24. VT 
25. WA 
26. WI

 

Potential project using social media to enhance connection among legislative advocates.
One of the current ACRL legislative advocates made comments in her report that she would like to see the use of social media to enhance the sense of community and to improve information sharing among advocates. We've exchanged several emails around the holidays. I've suggested to her that she could carry out a project to launch such an initiative for 2-3 months this spring (with a modest stipend as this is above and beyond what I would expect a typical legislative advocate to do). This could involve Twitter, use of ALA Connect, etc. I hope to speak with her in the next few days and will give you an update if I have one before MW.
 

Role of committee in recruiting of more legislative advocates.
We have not had any new applications in some time. I think our traditional methods of announcements, flyers, etc. have become tired and one-on-one recruitment may be more effective. Given the committee members' willingness to call lapsed advocates, perhaps we should ask them to actively recruit new members? We could select one or two target Senate/House committees (for example, Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs) then generate a list of ACRL members who live in those states/districts. We could send a targeted invitation via e-mail asking them to become CARL legislative advocates. Then we could divide the names up among committee members for individual outreach via follow up phone calls. Is this something committee members are willing and able to do? How many calls are reasonable? Should we pick a small number of calls per month as a target? Try it on a test basis to see what kind of response it yields?
