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•  Goals 
– Change scholarly modes of  
    analyzing architecture 
– Develop new online publica(on types 

•  That will help to make digital publishing equal to print 
publishing 
•  Create new kinds of editorial roles 
•  Peer review for images 

– Change the concept of image collec(on from a 
teaching collec(on to a scholarly resource 



– Change the ways libraries build image collec(ons 

– Eliminate redundancy in collec(on building 
– Create a partnership between scholars and 
librarians in collec(on building 

– Develop a model for a shared collec(on that is 
scholar‐driven 



 Scope of collec(ons 
– Architecture 
– Landscape architecture 
– Vernacular architecture 
– QTVR 
– Eventually 

•  Plans 
•  Archival materials 
•  Video 
•  CAD 



 SAHARA collec*on 
–  Two (ers 

•  Members’ collec(on 

•  Editors’ Choice collec(on 
–  Any SAH member can upload images to the Members’ 
collec(on  

–  Editors’ Choice collec(on is peer reviewed by editors 
•  Images of high quality 
•  Uniqueness  
•  Content needs 
•  Metadata quality 





 Metadata scheme 
–  Developed jointly between scholars and librarians in 

conjunc(on with ARTstor 
–  Based on VRA Core 4 

•  Not hierarchical; flat data 
–  2 views of the schema  

•  Brief 
•  Full 
 required and op(onal fields 

  Challenge ‐ Finding the balance between enough metadata and 
too much metadata for scholars and librarians 





–  Editors will work in geographical and chronological areas 
–  Partner with librarians who will par(cipate in editorial 
process, focusing on metadata 

–  Development of image quality criteria 
•  Goal is to have an archival and preservable collec(on 
•  We want contributors to easily upload content, but s(ll ensure 
high quality  

•  Minimum technical specifica(ons for the two (ers 

– Beginning to discuss collec(on parameters 

Editorial process development 



Where are we now 

•  Number of 
contribu(ons to Editor’s 
Choice: ca. 9,000 

•  Number of 
contribu(ons to 
Members’ Collec(on: 
2,837 

•  Number of 
Contributors: 53 

•  Call for editors to SAH, 
ARLIS, and VRA 

•  Roles for editors 
–  Content editors 
–  Librarian editors 

•  Tools to launch this 
month 
–  Tes(ng tools and 
processes 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Thank you 
All images are from SAHARA Editors’ Choice Collec(on and Members’ Collec(on 


