Laurie Bridges

         The Cephalonian method can be used in small or large groups, and it’s used to facilitate audience participation.
         It’s especially good for ESL students, who are practicing their language skills.  Also, good for students who might be a bit shy or have different cultural expectations for class participation.
         Here’s basically how it works:
o   You create pre-canned color-coded questions on cards.  Questions will pertain to the library and/or research, or whatever you are covering
o   Students take turns asking the questions when their color comes up
o   When they ask the question, express happiness that they asked the question (enthusiasm, channel inner actor)
o   Answer the question.  It’s recommended to have a visually appealing slide prepared that helps answer the question.
o   Consider bringing in information from where they are from (such as libraries here are like this, libraries you are more familiar with might be more like…)
o   Students get a little prize for their participation
         Advantages: Encourages conversation, helps with academic vocabulary development, they practice reading, talking, and hearing
         In the future Laurie is considering including a writing component and perhaps build in ways to have them talk to each other.  Also plans to print out slides for the students to have as a handout.
         Presentation slides: http://www.slideshare.net/ilaurie/in-the-library-using-the-cephalonian-method-with-english-language-learners
 
Leila Rod-Welch
 
         She began with some background on international student experiences at her institution and talked about her guide: http://guides.lib.uni.edu/ciepguide
         She has created a special collection of books for ESL and CIEP (Culture and Intensive English Program)
o   She got recommendations from ESL instructors
o   Includes language learning books and easy reading books and novels
o   The collection is close to an area where international students can get help
o   It’s a great way to get students to become used to finding books at an academic library before moving on to the larger collection
         She discussed the Lunch and Learn program that is hosted by international services.  They get different groups on campus to come talk to international students.  The library is able to regularly participate.
         She has an activity where students watch a video on using call numbers.  Then they do an activity where they have to go find a book on the shelf.  They get prizes for finishing the activity.
 
These two great presentations were followed by an interesting discussion on how to create collections of books for ESL students.  In particular there was concern about how to find books that prepare students for academic reading (not just children’s books).  There was also some good discussion on how to get money for events and prizes.
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