







SAC17-ANN/17
TO:
Subject Analysis Committee

FR:
Stephen Hearn, SAC Liaison to MAC
RE:
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The MARC Advisory Committee (MAC) agenda at Annual includes only one proposal of direct interest to SAC:
Proposal No. 2017-08: Use of Subfields $0 and $1 to Capture Uniform Resource Identifiers (URIs) in the MARC 21 Formats.  The proposal calls for defining subfield $1 across many MARC 21 fields and redefining subfield $0 to enable a distinction between URIs for authorities as documents and URIs for the real world entities which authorities describe.  This would include URIs for subject terms.
Follow-up from MAC at 2017 Midwinter Meeting 
Proposal No. 2017-01: Redefining Subfield $4 to Encompass URIs for Relationships in the MARC 21 Authority and Bibliographic Formats.  The proposal called for revising the definition of subfield $4 from its several existing values to “Relationship code or relationship URI” to enable the use of subfield $4 for URIs indicating a relationship.  Since some subjects are expressed with relationship terms and codes, this change could affect the coding of subject data.
The proposal was approved as submitted by MAC and the MARC Steering Group review.

Proposal No. 2017-02: Defining New Subfields $i, $3, and $4 in Field 370 of the MARC 21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats.  The proposal originated from SAC’s Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation.  It sought greater specificity and flexibility in the way the relationship between an entity and a place can be expressed in the 370 field through the addition of subfield $i and $4. Adding subfield $3 would enable a place relationship to be specified for a part of a resource.  The proposal also called for enlarging the scope of field 370 for use with expressions as well as works and to include a wider range of place categories than the jurisdictional levels currently specified.
The proposal was approved by MAC and the MARC Steering Group review with allowance for some wording adjustment in the definitions of subfields $i and $4.

Proposal No. 2017-03: Defining New Subfields $i and $4 in Field 386 of the MARC 21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats.   This proposal also originated from SAC’s Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation.  Adding subfield $i and $4 to field 386, Creator/Contributor Characteristics, would enable the specification of different roles in relation to the demographic terms which characterize a resource’s creators and contributors. For example, one could specify that the authors of a resource are adults while the illustrators of the resource are children. 
The proposal was approved by MAC and the MARC Steering Group review with allowance for some wording adjustment in the definitions of subfields $i and $4.

Proposal No. 2017-04: Using a Classification Record Control Number as a Link in the MARC 21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats.   The proposal called for extending the use of subfield $0 to MARC classification number fields to contain the system control number of a classification record.  Previously subfield $0 was defined only for authority record control numbers and standard identifiers. 
The proposal was approved by MAC and the MARC Steering Group review with the exception of field 083 (Additional Dewey Decimal Classification Number).

Proposal No. 2017-07: Adding Value “No information provided” to the First Indicator of Field 070 in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format.  The proposal calls for defining “# = No information provided” as a value for the first indicator of the 070 field, National Agricultural Library Call Number.  The values currently defined can express only “Item is in NAL” or “Item is not in NAL.”  The new value would be used by libraries which use NAL Classification but do not intend to provide information about NAL holdings.  The proposal is in line with existing indicator values in other classification number fields.
The proposal was approved as submitted by MAC and the MARC Steering Group review.

Discussion Paper No. 2017-DP05: Providing Institution Level Information by Defining Subfield $5 in the 6XX Fields of the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format.  The paper discussed defining subfield $5, specifying an institution to which the field applies, in the 6XX region of MARC bibliographic records.  This would enable libraries to associate their MARC symbol with particular subject heading assignments.  In the German library context, the same subject vocabulary may be assigned differently by library systems with differing subject access policies.

MAC suggested alternatives to the use of subfield $5 for the purpose proposed.  The German National Library will consider whether to prepare a follow-up paper.
