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At the World Library and Information Congress in Gothenburg, Sweden, the Classification and Indexing Section partnered with the Information Technology, Cataloguing, and Knowledge Management Sections to present a nearly four-hour program, “Libraries and the Semantic Web.” This collaboration among four Sections arose from the realization at the WLIC in Milan (2009) that interest in the Semantic Web was common to all, and that the topic would be well addressed in a unified set of presentations. Despite the length of the program, it was not only well-attended, but the number of attendees remained consistent through the final talk. Richard Wallis (TALIS) provided the keynote address. The morning’s presentations included topics ranging from “Initiatives to make standard library metadata models and structures available to the Semantic Web”, to the Europeana data model and the German CONTENTUS project, linking of open data and “Porting library vocabularies to the Semantic Web and back.” Links to most of the full papers are provided at http://www.ifla.org/en/conferences-session-day/2010-08-15 (scroll to Session 149).

This year was the Classification and Indexing Section’s first in the new IFLA Division III, Library Services. IFLA’s divisional structure has been reorganized, from eight former Divisions to five at present. The four Sections of the former Division IV, Bibliographic Control, which also included Cataloguing, Bibliography, and Knowledge Management, are now joined by seven other Sections, such as Information Literacy, Information Technology, Libraries for Children and Young Adults, and Reference and Information Services. The Library Services Division is also the home of the IFLA UNIMARC Core Activity.

The Functional Requirements for Subject Authority Data (FRSAD) Final Report was approved for publication in early summer, and is available at http://www.ifla.org/en/node/1297. With this publication, the family of “FR” documents – including Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records (FRBR) and Functional Requirements for Authority Data (FRAD) – is complete. However, it is necessary to examine the three reports with the object of further harmonization and consolidation. This task now falls to the Cataloguing Section’s FRBR Review Group, which edited its terms of reference to become responsible for the whole FRBR family of models (http://www.ifla.org/en/about-the-frbr-review-group). It is also of interest that FRSAD (Conceptual model) has been established in LCSH.

In 2011, Saur will publish the papers from the Section’s 2009 Satellite Meeting in Florence, “Looking at the Past and Preparing for the Future”.

The Section’s Working Group for Subject Access by National Bibliographic Agencies (Yvonne  Jahns, chair) met in Germany between the Milan and Gothenburg Congresses. Attendance at this mid-year meeting was possible thanks to funding from IFLA. The Working Group produced an initial draft of its guidelines and aims for publication in 2011.

Section Standing Committee member Gordon Dunsire (University of Strathclyde) chaired the IFLA Namespaces Task Group, which presented a report to the IFLA Professional Committee in March 2010. The Task Group includes representatives from the Bibliography, Cataloguing, Classification and Indexing, and Information Technology Sections, and the FRBR Review Group, ISBD Review Group, and ISBD/XML Task Group. The impetus for the Task Group arose from concern about the place of IFLA standards in the Association’s new divisional structure, a topic discussed during the Milan conference. The Task Group’s focus was to recommend a structure to coordinate, maintain, and promote IFLA standards from a technical point of view, given the general consensus within the relevant IFLA groups that these standards have a significant potential role in the development and utility of the Semantic Web. The Task Group’s March report included nine recommendations, and was well-received by the Professional Committee. A technical group will be formed, to “coordinate IFLA standards and develop common approaches to their maintenance, promotion, and interaction with third-parties”, and will review the other recommendations in the March paper. A much more extensive report on the activities of the Namespaces Task Group will be published in the December 2010 issue of the Section Newsletter. (The URL for that issue is not available as of this writing, but all Section Newsletters are linked from http://www.ifla.org/en/publications/classification-and-indexing-section-newsletter.) 

Following the Gothenburg Congress, the Multilingual Dictionary of Cataloguing Terms and Concepts (MulDiCat) was published on the Classification and Indexing Section web site (http://www.ifla.org/en/publications/multilingual-dictionary-of-cataloguing-terms-and-concepts-muldicat). MulDiCat, a project of the Cataloguing Section, was edited by made ready for initial Web publication by Barbara Tillett (Library of Congress), Classification and Indexing Section. MulDiCat contains definitions for many terms and concepts used by the library cataloguing community. Terms and definitions are available in English and a variety of other languages. It is intended to be used for authoritative translations of IFLA cataloguing standards and related documents.  The terms reflect international agreements on terms to use for these cataloguing and classification concepts – in particular, the agreements reached during the IME ICC (IFLA Meetings of Experts on an International Cataloguing Code) that reviewed FRBR, FRAD, and ISBD terminology while developing the International Cataloguing Principles (ICP).  As additional official translations of ICP are added to IFLANET, MulDiCat has been updated to include terms in these additional languages. Other terms will be added as international agreement is reached for them. The current version of MulDiCat is available as a RDF/SKOS XML file and as a Microsoft Word document.

The Section has issued a Call for Papers for the 2011 World Library and Information Congress in San Juan (August 13-18). The Section program’s theme is “‘Has as subject’: bridging domains, communities and systems”. In the words of the program committee, “The linked data approach of the Semantic Web seems to hold much promise for improving integration of subject heading and classification schemes in a multilingual networked environment, and extending access to subject-based information supplied by many diverse sources to all kinds of user. Can these technologies really connect the multitude of subject indexing ecosystems evolved by the archive, library, museum, and publishing communities across the world? How can the simple property ‘has as subject’ model this complexity and provide effective linked data?” Proposals are due by February 11, and further information is available at http://www.ifla.org/en/news/classification-and-indexing-section-call-for-papers. (A complete listing of Calls for Papers for the San Juan Congress is available at http://conference.ifla.org/ifla77/calls-for-papers.)  

The Classification and Indexing Section’s home page is located at http://www.ifla.org/en/classification-and-indexing. 
