2021-2022 ALA CD#54
2022 ALA Virtual January Council Meeting

Resolutions related to Structure, Composition, Purpose, and Meetings of ALA Council

Whereas ALA Constitution Article VI, Section 1 states “Council of the American Library
Association shall be the governing body of the Association. The Council shall delegate to the
several divisions of the Association authority to plan and carry out programs and activities within
assigned fields of responsibility and in accord with general Council policy.;

Whereas ALA Constitution Article VII, Section 3 states “The Executive Board shall report on its
activities not later than the next meeting of the Council. The Executive Board shall act for the
Council in the administration of established policies and programs. The Executive Board shall be
the body which manages within this context the affairs of the Association, but shall delegate
management of the day-to-day operation to the Association’s Executive Director. The Executive
Board shall make recommendations to Council with respect to matters of policy.

Whereas ALA Council provides the venue for broad-based discussion, consideration, and actions
related to member-driven and -focused policy development where policymaking requires broad
acceptance or support for policy development; and

Whereas the governing Council is the central place within ALA governance representing all
parts of the Association, and is the most democratic and inclusive governance model; now,
therefore be it

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:

1. States that Council retains policy making authority and Council has a responsibility to
provide guidance to the library community on best practices relating to wider social
issues affecting the library profession; and

2. Directs that virtual Council meetings be held before the 2022 Annual Conference, to
advance ongoing efforts to revise Council’s structure, composition, purpose, and ALA
Bylaws.

Mover: Jennifer C. Boettcher, Councilor-at-Large
Seconder: Dr. Brenda Pruitt-Annisette, Councilor-at-Large
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