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ABOUT ME…

• GIS Specialist 
• Project collaboration

– Research consultations
– Funded spatial humanities projects

• From Plessy to Brown: The African American Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century
- A NEH Summer Institute for School Teachers

• Space and Place in Africana/Black Studies: A NEH Institute on Spatial Humanities Theories, Methods and 
Practice for Africana Studies

• Mapping Victorian Women’s Habitation and Violence Encounters. Purdue Honors College Grant.

• Teaching
– GIS Research Method for Humanities and Social Science
– Workshops
– Embedded teaching in humanities classrooms



HURDLES FOR “SPATIAL HUMANITIES”

• How to?

• Spatial information
– Where are they?

– How to create?

– How to visualize?

– How to analyze?

– How to preserve?



LIBRARIAN’S SUPPORT

• Research collaboration

• Learning support

• Outreach activities

Research Support

OutreachLearning



RESEARCH COLLABORATION

• Artl@s Project
A project of spatial history of arts and letters that provides scholars with the tools 
needed in their research for spatial representations and quantitative analysis.

Exhibition catalogs

Relational Database

Map as a 
research tool



RESEARCH COLLABORATION
• Mapping Victorian Women’s Habitation and Violence Encounters.

examine novels, periodicals and photographs between 1850-1900

Data Collection Mechanisms
Map locations

Next Step: analyze map



LIBRARIAN’S SUPPORT

• Research collaboration

• Learning support

• Outreach activities

Research Support

OutreachLearning



LEARNING SUPPORT

• Space and Place in Africana/Black Studies: 
A NEH Institute on Spatial Humanities Theories, Methods and Practice for 
Africana Studies

• Designed for early and mid-career Africana/Black Studies scholars, 
graduate students, librarians and archivists an opportunity to think critically 
about the relationship and intersections between Africana/Black Studies and 
the spatial humanities.

• 3-week institute:
– Week 1: The Spatial Humanities: Understanding Space and Place in the Humanities
– Week 2: Digital Applications & Research Methods in Spatial Humanities: Moving From 

Theory to “Making”
– Week 3: Individual Project Development in the Spatial Humanities



LEARNING SUPPORT

• Space and Place in Africana/Black Studies: 
A NEH Institute on Spatial Humanities Theories, Methods and Practice for 
Africana Studies

• Week 2: From Theory to “Making”
– Technologies in the Spatial Humanities

– Understanding Data Types in Africana/Black Studies

– Identifying & Collecting Data for Spatial Humanities

– Cartography in the Spatial Humanities

– Working With Data: Big and Small



LEARNING SUPPORT

• Space and Place in Africana/Black Studies: 
Results:

Comments Percentage of participants
Barriers in technology skills 73.33%
Feel confident 33.33%
Barriers in spatial thinking 26.67%
Barriers in information access 13.33%

Barriers of using GIS
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LEARNING SUPPORT

• From Plessy to Brown: The African American 
Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century

- A NEH Summer Institute for School Teachers

• Embedded teaching across the four weeks



LEARNING SUPPORT

• From Plessy to Brown: The African American 
Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century

Week #1: Getting to know geographic information



LEARNING SUPPORT

• From Plessy to Brown: The African American 
Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century

Week #2 & 3: – Information creation



LEARNING SUPPORT

• From Plessy to Brown: The African American 
Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century

Week #4: How to use geographic information to engage students participation



LEARNING SUPPORT

• Librarian’s everyday practice
– Workshops

– Class visit

– Consultation



LIBRARIAN’S SUPPORT

• Research collaboration

• Learning support

• Outreach activities

Research Support

OutreachLearning



OUTREACH

• GIS Day
– Invited external speaker

– Spatial humanities focused symposium

– Lightning talks

– Students competition
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