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The full briefing document for Library of Congress staff attending ALA is available on the LC web site at http://www.loc.gov/ala/an-2011-update.html.  It consists of information about all Library service units, divisions, and offices, and covers initiatives undertaken since the ALA’s Midwinter Meeting in San Diego, California, in January 2011.

GENERAL
LC Booth.  The Library of Congress Exhibit Booth is no. 2856 in the Ernest M. Morial Convention Center.  National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature Katherine Paterson will speak at the booth on Sunday, June 26, at 12:00 pm.  A complete schedule of booth theater presentations is available on the “Library of Congress at ALA” web site, http://www.loc.gov/ala.  

Two new CDS promotional brochures are available at the booth: one for all LC Classification publications and products and one for LC’s subject headings authority control publications.  Available free to booth visitors while supplies last: LC Classification posters and single copies of the pocket-sized LC Classification system, Understanding MARC Bibliographic, Understanding MARC Authority Records, and What is FRBR?  
Gateway to Knowledge Traveling Exhibition. The Library of Congress Gateway to Knowledge exhibition tour was launched September 25, 2010, from the National Book Festival held in Washington, D.C.  The traveling exhibition, made possible by the generous support of the Rapoport family, is mounted in a customized eighteen-wheeled truck that expands to 1000 square feet of exhibition space.  During each stop, the mobile unit is parked for two days at a school, library, community center, or other public venue.  Free and open to the public, the Gateway to Knowledge exhibition brings high-quality facsimiles of many of the Library’s treasures and information about the millions of resources in its collections to cities, small towns, and rural communities across the South, East, and Midwest. 


The exhibit includes programming especially for teachers and students and provides engaging learning experiences for lifelong learners.  The unit is operated by a driver-and-docent team that assists visitors in interpreting the exhibition and familiarizes them with the Library of Congress and its vast collections.

To date, the exhibition has been featured at 65 venues in 26 states, attracting nearly 60,000 visitors and extensive media coverage for the Library of Congress and the host venues.   The exhibition has recently received supplemental private funding that will enable it to reach 95 locations before the tour concludes at the 2011 National Book Festival in September.

National Book Festival.  The 2011 Festival will be held September 24-25 on the National Mall.  The expansion to a two-day program is possible with the assurance of long-term funding from the donation announced May 6, 2010, of $1 million per year for the next five years from David M. Rubenstein, co-founder and managing director of The Carlyle Group.

Reference on the Mezzanine.  Local History & Genealogy and Science Reading Room staff participated in several pilot outreach efforts in the Great Hall of the Thomas Jefferson Building.  The reference booth was staffed by LH&G and Science reference librarians and included a large screen ticker-tape of QuestionPoint questions set to a loop, display carts exhibiting collections, and iPads for highlighting the Library’s web-based resources.  The purpose of the pilot is to: 1) show that library technology is making a connection to LC collections; 2) demonstrate the commonalities of LC collections; and 3) exhibit the accessibility of librarians and collections.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1National Library Catalog - XML Data Store Project. Work has been completed on the beta version of the National Library Catalog, an XML-based system whose goal is to provide seamless access across all of the types of metadata that describe LC collections.  The MarkLogic server, a native XML database that enables the building and deployment of next-generation applications, was loaded with over 17 million OPAC records for this release.  It became available within the Library in May and public release is expected in June.  The system brings a rich facet-driven interface to the data and the displays are enhanced with book covers and digital images.  Over the next few months digital collections now residing in separate silos will be added and interesting features such as special treatment of geographic entities will be explored. 

Metasearch Launch.  The Library launched a new metasearch application on May 24, 2011.  This application improves the performance and expands the use of facets compared to the previous metasearch.  It accomplishes this by creating one, integrated index to search instead of performing a federated search against multiple indexes.   In addition, results can be filtered by what is digitized as well as faceted by original format, online format, site, subject, contributor, and date.  The presentation interface includes images where possible and offers a gallery and grid view of search results.  Much effort was put into insuring this application exceeds accessibility standards.  It is available on some mobile devices.  The content searched is the Website, Library of Congress Online Catalog, Prints and Photographs Online Catalog, American Memory, and THOMAS.
Casus breves.  The Law Library of Congress has acquired two volumes of an extraordinarily rare 1478 edition of the “Casus breves” of Johannes de Turnhout (c. 1446-1492), printed by the Brotherhood of the Common Life at their Brussels press, Te Nazareth Gheprint.  The “Casus breves” reports the observations of major 14th-century civil law commentators. Only 13 copies of the 1478 edition (the oldest) are known to exist in the world.  The Law Library of Congress’s edition will be the only copy in the U.S.  The acquisition was made possible through the generosity of Julie Chrystyn Opperman in honor of her husband, Dwight D. Opperman.
Outreach to 112th Congress.  Since January, the Congressional Relations Office (CRO) has contacted all new members’ offices, provided a new guidebook to the to the Library, as well as a new edition of the reference card for key congressional and constituent services, and conducted individual meetings with 34 new member offices in the House and Senate.  New and continuing members have been visitors to the Library for numerous events, tours, exhibits, concerts, behind-the scenes looks at requested collections, and book talks.  Many offices are making regular trips to select surplus books to send to their districts.  

eDeposit Serials.  February saw the first delivery of eDeposit serials from the Copyright Office to the US General Division within ABA.  Technicians in the USGEN U.S. Serials-Arts, Humanities, and Sciences and U.S. Serials-Social Sciences Section began processing the first eDeposit issues, examining receipts from five publishers.  The results of their work are already being used in defining further development requirements for the eDeposit system.  Through May 2011, 186 eDeposit serials have been processed within USGEN.
GENERAL CATALOGING

New CDS Telephone Number.  The new U.S. toll-free telephone number for CDS is 855-266-1884. The new number is activated now. The current toll-free number, 800-255-3666, will be disconnected on July 1, 2011.

Bibliographic Framework Transition Initiative.  On May 23, 2011, Associate Librarian of Congress for Library Services Deanna Marcum announced an initiative at the Library to analyze the present and future environment for bibliographic data, identify the components of the bibliographic framework to support library users, and plan for the evolution from the present framework to the future—not just for the Library of Congress, but for all institutions that depend on bibliographic data shared by the Library and its partners.  

Spontaneous comments from participants in the recently concluded US RDA Test show that a broad cross-section of the community feels budgetary pressures but nevertheless considers it necessary to replace MARC 21 in order to reap the full benefit of new and emerging content standards.  The Library now seeks to evaluate how its resources for the creation and exchange of metadata are currently being used and how they should be directed in an era of diminishing budgets and heightened expectations in the broader library community.

The Library of Congress’s process will be fully collaborative with partners and customers in the metadata community, standards experts in and out of libraries, and designers and builders of systems that make use of library metadata.  The Library intends to host meetings during conferences of the American Library Association, specialized library associations, and international organizations, as well as special “town hall” meetings open to the metadata community, to gather input from all interested parties.  A series of invitational meetings of experts and stakeholders is envisioned for 2012 and 2013.

The Library has established a web site at www.loc.gov/marc/transition that will be the central place for plans, news, and progress of the MARC Transition Initiative.  It will indicate formal channels established for working with the community, receiving feedback and input from various sources and stakeholders, and proceeding in this major undertaking.  The Library has also established BIBFRAME, an electronic discussion group for constant communication during the effort of reshaping our bibliographic framework.  Interested colleagues may subscribe to BIBFRAME from the website
E-Book Pilot. The CIP Program staff began work on a pilot project that would expand the scope of the CIP Program to include e-books simultaneously published with their print counterparts.  

ECIP Partnership Program. The new subject-based focus of the ECIP Partnership Program has proven to be of great interest to many of our ECIP partners.  The Queens Public Library is now independent in ECIP cataloging of selected children’s literature titles.  Northwestern University is now cataloging all African Studies ECIPs.  Cornell University is cataloging ECIP titles that focus on Southeast Asian studies.  The University of Chicago is cataloging ECIP titles that focus on classics, linguistics, classical music, Pakistan, Mongolia, and Russia.  The University of Wisconsin-Madison is cataloging titles published by the American Society of Microbiology.  CIP Program staff are in discussions with the Getty Library about joining the ECIP Cataloging Partnership Program.

Newspaper microfilm holdings. The Serial & Government Publications Division completed a retrospective conversion project to create publicly available holdings statements in the LC ILS for all U.S. newspaper microfilm held in the division, converting a manual card file dating back to the division’s first newspaper filming efforts of the mid-twentieth century.  As a result of this project, more than 5,500 U.S. newspaper holdings records were created or updated, representing over 590,000 reels of microfilm.

Authorities & Vocabularies. The Authorities & Vocabularies (ID) service, id.loc.gov, is a partal for developers to programmatically interact with vocabularies commonly found in standards promulgated by LC as “linked data.”  The system provides the vocabularies as RDF/SKOS to enable querying and accessibility for semantic web projects that occur at the Library or in the community.  First implemented in April 2009 with LCSH, it was expanded in May 2010 to include additional vocabularies: Thesaurus for Graphic Materials, MARC Relator codes, and three PREMIS-related controlled lists that support preservation of digital objects.  Further updates in December 2010 added the MARC language codes, MARC country codes, and MARC geographic area codes, along with related IS0’s two and three character language codes (ISO 639-1 and 639-2) and the ISO codes for language groups (ISO 369-5).  


The Office completed development and community review of a MADS/RDF ontology based on MADS/XML that carries over much more of the MARC information.  MADS/RDF is highly compatible with SKOS, but using the more detailed MADS ontology in the system will enable ID to offer both SKOS and MADS RDF for LCSH and other vocabularies in the future.  Enabling more functionality was a common request for the users of the original ID service. 

DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGING

RDA Implementation Decision.  The Library of Congress, National Agricultural Library, and National Library of Medicine announced on June 13, 2011, that they intend to adopt the new cataloging instructions, Resource Description and Access (RDA), with certain conditions and that implementation will not occur before January 1, 2013.  The intervening period will allow time for work to begin on the following tasks to meet the required conditions for implementation:
· Rewrite the RDA instructions in clear, unambiguous, plain English.

· Define the process for updating RDA in the online environment.

· Improve functionality of the RDA Toolkit.

· Develop full RDA record examples in MARC and other encoding schemas.
· Announce completion of the Registered RDA Element Sets and Vocabularies.  Ensure the registry is well described and in synchronization with RDA rules.

· Demonstrate credible progress towards a replacement for MARC.

· Ensure and facilitate community involvement.

· Lead and coordinate RDA training.

· Solicit demonstrations of prototype input and discovery systems that use the RDA element set (including relationships).

In their announcement, (http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/rda-execstatement-13june11.pdf), the three libraries  recognized that “Even though there are many in the library community who would like to see a single ‘yes’ or ‘no’ response to the question should we implement RDA, the reality is that any standard is complicated and will take time to develop.”  

As part of addressing the conditions identified, LC will have a small number of staff members who participated in the U.S. RDA Test resume applying RDA, in late 2011.  This will allow LC to prepare for training, documentation, and other preparatory tasks related to the further development and implementation of RDA.  

The executives of the three libraries intend for the U.S. RDA Test Coordinating Committee to continue in an oversight role to ensure that the conditions are met.  Deanna Marcum and the Test Coordinating Committee will consult with the LC Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control, the group whose report stimulated the US testing of RDA.  

The U.S. National Libraries RDA Test Steering Committee is co-chaired by Christopher Cole (National Agricultural Library), Jennifer Marill (National Library of Medicine), and Beacher Wiggins (Library of Congress).  Other members from LC are Judith Kuhagen, Susan Morris, Regina Reynolds, and Barbara Tillett.
Documentation for the US National Libraries RDA Test and handout materials and PowerPoint slides from training sessions are posted at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatest.html.  The full announcement by LC, NAL, and NLM, an executive summary of the U.S. RDA Test Coordinating Committee report, and the full report of the Coordinating Committee are available on the Testing Resource Description and Access (RDA) web site at http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/.
Library of Congress Policy Statements.  Now that plans are underway towards implementation of RDA, the Policy and Standards Division will resume work with the Program for Cooperative Cataloging to review and update the current Library of Congress Policy Statements (LCPSs) to reflect decisions informed by the US RDA Test.  As a reminder, the LCPSs are freely available from LC (on the LC web site at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rda_lcps.html) and through Cataloger’s Desktop) as well as through the RDA Toolkit (no subscription is required to access the LCPSs in the RDA Toolkit).

ALA-LC Romanization Tables.  Romanization tables for Vai and Judeo-Arabic have been approved and posted on the Policy and Standards Division web site. Revisions to the Thai romanization table are currently being reviewed by CORMOSEA (Committee on Research Materials on Southeast Asia, Association for Asian Studies) and CC:AAM (ALCTS Cataloging and Classification: Asian and African Materials).  The Library has also developed a searching guide for Judeo-Persian and Tajik materials.  PSD staff are also currently working on converting older romanization tables to Microsoft Word document format.  This will produce much more legible romanization tables for online consultation and will facilitate any future revisions as the need is identified.  The first seven enhanced romanization tables will be available on the PSD Website shortly.  Questions or comments may be sent to Bruce Johnson at bjoh@loc.gov .

VIAF.  There are now 18 participants in VIAF, with another 4 in the test stage.  In addition to authority data for persons, corporate bodies and those geographic areas that are jurisdictions have also been added to the system.  All the identified entities have VIAF URIs and are part of the Linked Data environment of the semantic web.  During 2011 OCLC has agreed to take on formal administration of VIAF and assure its long-term free availability on the web.  The participants will discuss the transition and future governance in Puerto Rico at the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions World Library and Information Conference in August.

ONIX/MARC Converter Program. With the next ILS upgrade later this summer, ABA will move the ONIX/MARC converter into production.  Over the last two years, USPL and USGEN staff have been involved with a pilot designed to make ONIX data received from publishers available for use by the Electronic CIP (ECIP) program.  The results of their testing found that when the records received from the publishers were accurate, the new ONIX/MARC conversion process was twice as fast as the former TCEC process.  Since fiscal 2009 there has been a significant increase in the quantity of titles that have received descriptive cataloging via the ONIX/MARC converter program.  In fiscal 2009 532 records were added, in fiscal 2010, 2,810 records were added, and during the first six months of fiscal 2011, 3,131 records have been added.  

SUBJECT CATALOGING 
Publications Available. 

General:  Update no 20 (2011) of the CONSER Editing Guide is now available.

Classification:  Available from the Cataloging Distribution Service cdsinfo@loc.gov is the new print 2011 edition of E-F (History, America). A new print edition of D-DR, History (General) and History of Europe will be published in mid-July 2011. A new edition of Library of Congress Classification, JZ and KZ: Historical Notes and Introduction to Application, last published in 1997, will also be available in July.  

Subject Headings: The 33rd edition of LCSH will be available in mid-July. The Supplementary Vocabularies volume has been folded back into volume 1; LCSH now consists of six volumes.  Free-Free Floating Subdivisions: An Alphabetical Index is available now, and Subject Headings Manual update no. 1 (2011) will be available in mid-July.
Staffing Change.  Paul Weiss, the cataloging policy specialist who was responsible for subject headings and classification in the social sciences, law, and philosophy, retired in February after 37 years of service to the Library of Congress.  There are now three subject specialists in PSD:  Libby Dechman, Gerry Ostrove, and Janis Young.  Gerry is responsible for music, and Libby and Janis handle all of the other subjects with the assistance of Tom Yee, the assistant division chief.  

Tentative Lists.  Effective with classification and subject headings weekly list 1121 (dated June 15, 2011), the Policy and Standards Division changed the frequency of the tentative and the approved weekly lists to a monthly schedule.  This is an experimental change and may be revised as circumstances dictate.  The upcoming implementation of a new system for creating subject heading proposals, similar to the current system for making classification proposals, makes this an opportune time to realign workflows to increase efficiency in all division operations.  The review process for proposals has not changed.


The tentative lists posted to the web for comments, the red marked-up copies of the tentative lists that contain the revisions to the lists, and the final approved lists will continue to be distributed as before: posted to the same web sites or emailed.  This experimental change may result in longer throughput times for proposals, ranging from eight to twelve weeks (previously, there was a targeted six-week turnaround time).


Because of the change in frequency of the lists, subscribers to the weekly distribution of subject authority records via the Cataloging Distribution Service’s MARC Distribution Service: Subject Authorities will notice that the weekly distribution file will vary in size much more than in the past due to the change in frequency of the lists.  It may happen that some weekly distribution files do not contain any records.

New Subject Heading Proposal System.  PSD will implement a new system for creating online subject proposals no earlier than July 18, 2011.  This new system is similar to the classification proposal system and will uses the same login and password currently used for classification proposals.  It should streamline the process for proposing new and revised subject and genre/form headings.
Cartographic Data in Subject Authorities.  In June 2011 LC added cartographic coordinates (034 fields) to approximately 16,500 authority records for geographic features established in LCSH.  The headings were algorithmically matched to data provided by OCLC.  
Medical ECIP Processing Changes.  LC has stopped assigning LC classification numbers and LCSH to ECIPS for clinical medicine titles cataloged by NLM, on a six-month trial basis effective July 1 through December 31, 2011.  

LC staff will continue to fully catalog medical titles received through the CIP Program post-publication that are selected for the LC permanent collections, regardless of whether they received pre-publication cataloging by NLM.


While LC would like to continue to provide LCC and LCSH for medical ECIPs processed by NLM, it must reduce its workload in areas that do not directly support LC’s permanent collections.  Most of the clinical medicine titles sent to LC through the CIP Program are eventually transferred to the National Library of Medicine.  The net result of this proposal would be that neither LCC nor LCSH assignments would be provided in NLM CIP records or printed in their corresponding CIP text blocks.  Library of Congress staff will continue to assign Dewey Decimal classification numbers to clinical medicine titles.


This change will result in a transfer of work to medical libraries that catalog clinical medicine titles with LCC and LCSH, but LC has recently enhanced Classification Web to assist those libraries that wish to continue to add LCC and LCSH to clinical medicine titles.  Included in the Classification Web enhancement package that was sent out on February 19, 2011 is an expansion of the existing correlations feature, which allows users to run correlations between Library of Congress classification numbers and Library of Congress Subject Headings and National Library of Medicine classification numbers.  While correlations are not intended to provide authoritative, one-to-one matches, and are only as good as the bibliographic records that the data are run against, they do serve as an efficient guide to class number assignment.  Library of Congress Classification number assignment will also assist staff in assigning Library of Congress subject headings.


Comments may be sent to Karl Debus-López, Acting Chief, U.S. and Publisher Liaison Division at kdeb@loc.gov.

HIVE at LC. The Library of Congress launched an experiment this past year to use HIVE (Helping Interdisciplinary Vocabulary Engineering - see http://ils.unc.edu/mrc/hive/) to automatically generate subject headings for LC's web archives.  The experiment is starting with the public policy web archives.  The HIVE software is expected to “learn” relevant vocabulary based on these web pages to offer ever-better suggestions to assist catalogers.

KZ7000-7500 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1. PSD has implemented a new schedule, KZ7000-KZ7500, International criminal law, following up on the development of this distinct sub-discipline of International Law.  The new classes in this schedule closely follow the principles and doctrines of international criminal law.  The focus of the new schedule is on the International Criminal Court (ICC) established by the Rome Treaty (1998/2002) as well as the procedures governing the international investigation and prosecution of conduct viewed by the international community as international crimes.  The widening catalog of crimes against humanity, war crimes, and genocide, forms the center of the substantive development.  Hand in hand with the new development, new subject headings were created and older subject headings were revised.  


The original and outdated ranges in Class KZ for International criminal courts and procedure, KZ6304-KZ6332, have been closed, as well as the classes for reports, digests, and pleadings of the newly erected court, KZ219-KZ220.2.  Furthermore, the original numbers in Class K (Law in general. Comparative law) for those subjects that are governed by international criminal law and under the jurisdiction of the ICC, i.e., genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes, have been closed or revised.  References have been provided to direct users of the schedules to the new numbers.  

A substantial number of titles (mainly monographs), have been reclassed and the works transferred to their new KZ classification numbers.  This new classification does not preclude developments on International criminal law, courts and procedure, and prosecution of international crimes in the regional or national law classification schedules if it should become necessary.  Updated print editions of K and KZ, as well the publication, JZ and KZ: Historical Notes and Introduction to Application, will be available from CDS soon.
Subject Heading Projects.  Since the Midwinter Meeting, PSD has undertaken several short-term projects to update subject headings and references, to bring them into alignment with current standards as defined by the Subject Headings Manual, or to modify outdated language.  Some examples are as follows.
· The Netherlands Antilles, an autonomous country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, was dissolved on October 10, 2010.  The islands of Bonaire, Saba, and Sint Eustatius are now special municipalities of the Netherlands proper.  Curaçao and Sint Maarten are constituent countries within the Kingdom of the Netherlands.  The dissolution affects jurisdictional qualifiers, broader terms, and scope notes in LCSH.  The subject heading revisions will appear on Tentative Subject List 22, dated July 18, 2011.  Revisions to authorized name headings were completed in December 2010.
· Late in 2010, PSD was asked to consider reevaluating subject cataloging practice as it relates to Tibet.  After consulting with experts in Tibetan studies, the cataloging policy specialists in PSD agreed to revise the name authority headings for the jurisdiction of Tibet and also to establish a new subject heading.  The headings and their assignment now conform to international descriptive cataloging rules as set forth in the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, 2nd Edition, and to policies governing the assignment of Library of Congress Subject Headings as described in the Subject Headings Manual.


Tibet (LCCN n2011015804): The governmental jurisdiction of Tibet before September 1, 1965.  It may be applied as a descriptive access point to works emanating from or published by the government of independent Tibet.  It may not be assigned as a subject heading or geographic subdivision.


Tibet Autonomous Region (China) (LCCN n  79100917): The current province-level governmental jurisdiction within the People’s Republic of China that was formalized on September 1, 1965.  It may be applied as a descriptive access point to works emanating from or published by the government of Tibet after that date.  It may also be assigned as a subject heading for works about Tibet as an independent country and as a jurisdiction within China.


Tibet Region (LCCN sh2011001106):  The geographic region of Tibet, sometimes referred to as “Greater Tibet.”  The geographic extent of this region is much larger than the governmental jurisdiction of Tibet.  It corresponds to the traditional regions of Ü-Tsang, Ngari, Amdo, and Kham, which are chiefly within the borders of China and also extend into India, Nepal, Bhutan, and Burma.  


Tibet, Plateau of (LCCN sh  86005180): The geographic feature.  The qualifier “China” has been removed from the existing heading to reflect the extent of the plateau, which is not only in China but also extends into Nepal and India.  Geographically, the Plateau of Tibet is similar to, but not coextensive with, the Tibet Region.  

PSD has also approved proposals to establish headings for three concepts prevalent in popular culture.  LCSH now includes the headings Bush, George W., (George Walker), 1946- --Shoe incident, 2008; Food trucks; and Renaissance fairs.  The former originated within LC and the latter two were SACO proposals.  

GENRE/FORM
Revision of MARC Coding.  On May 24, 2011 more than 700 existing genre/form authority records were cancelled and reissued with new MARC coding.  LCGFT authority records now have an 008/11 value of “z” (other) and an 040$f value of “lcgft.”  PSD also took this opportunity to change the LCCN prefix in the records to “gf” from “sh.”  The revised MARC coding will enable automatic validation of LCGFT terms applied in bibliographic records, and the new LCCN prefix is an additional marker indicating that the terms are from the new thesaurus.


The revision to the MARC coding also required that the coding of LCGFT terms in bibliographic records be updated.  As of May 24th the correct coding is:  655 #7 $a [term]. $2 lcgft.  PSD has begun to undertake the bibliographic file maintenance necessitated by this change and expects to complete it before the end of 2011. 

Law Project.  In November 2010, PSD approved approximately 80 genre/form terms for law.  This marked the culmination of a successful partnership between PSD and the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), whose members developed a thesaurus of law genre/form terms and presented it to PSD for inclusion in Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials (LCGFT).  On June 15, 2011 the Library of Congress will begin to apply law genre/form terms to new cataloging, chiefly for English-language works.  LCGFT terms for law that appear on copy cataloging will be retained and/or revised as necessary, in accordance with LC’s standard copy cataloging procedures.

Music Project.  The Music Library Association (MLA) has partnered with PSD to develop genre/form terms in the area of music.  The parties have agreed to a list of more than 1,000 genre/form terms and are now developing the syntactic structure.  They are also developing a list of mediums of performance and discussing where the mediums should be coded within the MARC record, since they will not be included in LCGFT.  In support of this project, MLA’s Subject Access Subcommittee has presented a MARC discussion paper entitled “Additional means of identifying medium of performance in the MARC21 bibliographic and authority formats.”  Numbered 2011-DP05, it is on MARBI’s agenda for this conference.

Religion Project.  The American Theological Library Association (ATLA) and PSD have partnered to develop the genre/form terms in the area of religion, and ATLA is also coordinating the participation of smaller library organizations organized around religion, such as the Catholic Library Association.  ATLA has created a wiki for interested parties to suggest terms and discuss issues related to them.

Further Information.  Further information on LC’s genre/form projects, including an extensive FAQ, timeline, discussion papers and announcements, is available on PSD’s web site at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genreformgeneral.html.  
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