
The Sister Thea Bowman Lecture Series on  
Social Justice in Library and Information Science

ABOUT THE SPEAKER
Dr. Michele A. L. Villagran (she/her/ella) is an accomplished educator, innovative speaker, entrepreneur, cul- 
tural intelligence, and diversity & inclusion expert with over 30 years of experience in the public and private 
sectors. As an assistant professor at San José State University (SJSU) School of Information, Villagran’s 
research focuses on diversity and social justice in library and information science and cultural intelligence 
phenomena within libraries.

Dr. Villagran earned her Doctor of Education in Organizational Leadership with her dissertation on cultural 
intelligence in 2015 at Pepperdine University. She also completed her Master of Dispute Resolution and 
Certificate of Dispute Resolution with Pepperdine. At the University of North Texas, Dr. Villagran completed 
her M.L.S. degree in Legal Informatics and her M.B.A. in Strategic Management.

Dr. Villagran is involved with numerous associations including holding elected, nominated, and appointed roles, respectively, with REFORMA 
National, REFORMA Los Angeles, the Association for Library and Information Science Education, and the International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions. She is the recipient of several awards including the 2023 American Library Association (ALA) Social Responsi-
bilities Round Table (SRRT) Herb Biblo Outstanding Leadership Award for Social Justice and Equality, the 2021 REFORMA Librarian of the 
Year, and the 2021 Association for Library and Information Science Education (ALISE) Norman Horrocks Leadership Award.

Additionally, Dr. Villagran serves as CEO of CulturalCo, LLC consulting in cultural competency, diversity & inclusion, conflict resolution, and 
emotional intelligence. She is an advanced certified cultural intelligence and unconscious bias facilitator through the Cultural Intelligence 
Center, a Conflicts Dynamic Profile consultant, and a Qualified Administrator of the Intercultural Development Inventory.

For disability accommodations please contact the department at cua-lis@cua.edu or 202-319-5085.  
In all situations, a good faith effort (up until the time of the event) will be made to provide accommodations.

Using the Power of Cultural Intelligence to 
address Critical Societal Needs in the LIS Field

WITH MICHELE A. L. VILLAGRAN, PH.D.

Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023 | 6–7 p.m. EST (virtual)

To attend the lecture event, RSVP is required here. 
Visit our website for more information about the lecture series.

https://cua.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0scu6vrjwiEtd8VkCwbCyuO3mICBwp62Zl#/registration
https://lis.catholic.edu/news-events/social-justice-lecture.html

