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2015 ALA Annual Conference

Resolution on the Importance of Sustainable Libraries
Whereas our communities are faced with economic, environmental and societal changes that are of great concern to our 
quality of life;
Whereas libraries are uniquely positioned and essential to build the capacity of the communities they serve to become
 sustainable, resilient and regenerative;
Whereas library leaders, and those who inspire future library leaders, have a mandate to ensure future access to 
economical library services;
Whereas libraries that demonstrate good stewardship of the resources entrusted to them can build community support 
that leads to sustainable funding;
Whereas the people who work in our libraries and those who access services in our facilities deserve a healthy 
environment in which to do so;
Whereas the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has determined that: “Human influence on the climate
 system is clear… Recent climate changes have had widespread impacts on human and natural systems”1;
Whereas the American Library Association has acknowledged in its 2015 Strategic Plan that “Libraries are widely 
recognized as key players in economic development, in building strong and vibrant communities, and in sustaining a 
strong democracy" and launched the ALA Center for Civic Life (CCL) in 2010 in conjunction with the Kettering 
Foundation to promote community engagement and foster public deliberation through libraries; and
Whereas libraries that demonstrate leadership in making sustainable decisions that positively address climate change, 
respect and use natural resources, and create healthy indoor and outdoor environments will stabilize and reduce their 
long-term energy costs, help build more sustainable communities, and thereby increase community support for the 
library; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:

1. recognizes the important and unique role libraries play in wider community conversations about resiliency, climate change, and a sustainable future and begins a new era of thinking sustainably in order to consider the economic, environmental and socially equitable viability of choices made on behalf of the association; 

2. enthusiastically encourages activities by itself, its membership, library schools and state associations to be proactive in their application of sustainable thinking in the areas of their facilities, operations, policy, technology, programming, partnerships and library school curricula; and 

3. directs the ALA Executive Director to pursue sustainable choices when planning conferences and meetings and to actively promote best practices of sustainability through ALA publications, research and educational opportunities to reach our shared goal of vital, visible and viable libraries for the future. 

Mover's Name: Rebekkah Smith Aldrich, ALA Sustainability Round Table Member

Seconder's Name: Ashley Jones, ALA Sustainability Round Table Member
1 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 2014: Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups I, II and III to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Core Writing Team, R.K. Pachauri and L.A. Meyer (eds.)]. IPCC, Geneva, Switzerland, 151 pp. 
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Resolution author(s): Rebekkah Smith Aldrich & the membership of the ALA Sustainability Roundtable E-mail address: rsmith@midhudson.org 1. Title of Resolution: Resolution on the Importance of Sustainable Libraries 2. ALA Units and/or Committees Consulted (if any): ALA Sustainability Roundtable 3. Endorsements by ALA Units and/or Committees (if any):

4. Fiscal implications: Specify the resources needed to carry out the resolution's directive(s).: With good planning, no additional financial resources should be needed to make better choices on behalf of the membership. Future investment in green solutions, educational opportunities and initiatives would certainly be welcomed.

5. List all parties to whom resolution should be sent:  If adopted, the resolution should be sent to:

ALA Council

ALA Executive Director & Staff

ALA Divisions

ALA Sections

ALA Roundtables

ALA Committees

6. Impact on ALA Policies and Positions: Explain how the resolution supports ALA’s Strategic Plan, its mission, and/or its core values.:

The resolution is designed to strengthen the mission and core values of the Association. "Sustainability" is defined as the "capacity to endure." Within the mission statement of ALA we see the words "development," "promotion,"

"improvement," and "ensure." All of these words speak to the need to be proactive as we think of the future of library services and our profession.

If we pull the thread all the way through our desire as an association to grow and enhance libraries throughout the country this is not just something we can skim the surface of, we must go deeper to instill the value of sustainability throughout all we do to ensure access to information for all.

We need libraries leaders that understand our role in growing sustainable communities; we need library buildings that are built with an eye towards the energy and operational efficiencies that will keep operating costs down, respect the use of our natural resources and provide healthy indoor atmospheres that are conducive to learning and library worker health. We need to engage civically to support the hopes, dreams and aspirations of the communities we serve in order to be considered essential to the future success of society. We can no longer just talk the talk, we need to walk the walk and this resolution is the call to action for our Association to lead the way in this area.

The resolution can enhance all seven of the Key Action Areas listed in the ALA Strategic Plan that serve as "guiding principles for investment of energies and resources":

• Advocacy for Libraries and the Profession: the focus on sustainability, resiliency and regeneration helps to tell the story of who libraries are and why we are critical to the communities we serve. Our attention to this talking point can result in new allies that recognize the economic, environmental and socially equity impact we have on communities which can lead to new partnerships, funding streams and a new found respect for libraries as members of the larger local and global community.

• Diversity: If we truly want to reflect those we serve and promote and develop library collections and services for all people we must respect where people live, eat, go to school, raise their children and participate in community. Treating all neighborhoods with respect, regardless of the socio-economic background of an area reflects our value of diversity.

• Education and Lifelong Learning: Sustainability does not just happen, it takes committed, educated individuals in our profession who take the time to learn about the world around us to adjust library service responses to our communities' needs. Fostering an environment where more library professionals and trustees can learn about the impact of the natural world on the survivability of our communities and therefore our institutions would seem a vital initiative.

• Equitable Access to Information and Library Service: The economics of library services are always a critical conversation. To fulfill our mission, to ensure equitable access, we need funding. Operational efficiencies in our facilities, those  that reduce energy consumption and absenteeism, can increase cash flow for programmatic areas. Attention to the wider world around us can result in new partnerships and a deeper understanding amongst municipal officials as to how vital libraries are to the health of a community, getting us a seat at the table for larger community conversations about resiliency.

• Intellectual Freedom: In the defense of the right of library users to read, seek information, and speak freely as guaranteed by the First Amendment we must build resilient organizations that can facilitate access in a very disruptive world. A world in which technology can change overnight, civil unrest can shut down a city and severe weather events can decimate a town's infrastructure. Ensuring access in light of a volatility beyond our control is a very real issue facing libraries today.

• Literacy:  Having the ability to seek and effectively utilize information resources is essential. The definitions of literacy have broadened over the years beyond just knowing how to read, but to also comprehend information of all types - information literacy, civic and social literacy, health literacy and financial literacy. Sustainability is defined by the "three E's":

environment, economics and social equity - all three of these aspects fall into the various literacies libraries are charged with assisting with.

• Organizational Excellence: As a membership organization, ALA is charged with being "inclusive, effective and responsive" to its members needs. The members are speaking through this resolution to their Association. We are looking for the Association to reflect our values back to us. If we are concerned with climate change, the resiliency of our communities and libraries and our libraries' ability to bring new, energetic life to our communities then our Association should be too.

• Transforming Libraries: The ALA initiative, Libraries Transforming Communities, speaks directly to the need for libraries to strengthen our role as "core community leaders and change-agents." Core community leaders that are also library leaders must be concerned with the health and well-being of the whole community, not just the library. If we want to transform our libraries we need to connect with the values of our community, if we are to be "more reflective of and connected to" our communities we need to respect the "civility, collaboration, education, health and well-being" of those we serve - a truly "sustainable library" does just that.

NOW is the time for ALA to take a stand and recognize the value and importance of "Sustainable Libraries." If we are all to have a future, this is strategic, intelligent and compassionate way for us all to move forward together.

6a) ALA general policy or viewpoint: If the resolution sets forth a general policy or an ALA viewpoint, describe.: The resolution sets forth a directive for the Association to "think sustainably in order to consider the economic, environmental and socially equitable viability of choices made on behalf the association." This will likely result in future policies that will be adopted by the Association, but for now, we are primarily talking about a shift in "viewpoint."

6b) Change in existing policy: If this resolution necessitates a change in existing policy, state the policy number and the change.: N/A

6c) New policy: If this resolution establishes new policy, describe.: Not at this time.

6d) Policy conflicts: If this resolution conflicts with existing policy, state provisions for resolving the conflict.: N/A 7. Initiating Committee or Unit (if any): ALA Sustainability Roundtable 8. Pertinent Background Information, e.g. bibliography, citations, supportive quotes, URLs, etc.:

• "When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the Universe."  -John Muir, My First Summer in the Sierra , 1911, page 110

• IPCC, 2014: Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups I, II and III to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Core Writing Team, R.K. Pachauri and L.A. Meyer (eds.)]. IPCC, Geneva, Switzerland, 151 pp.

http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/syr/
• Libraries Transforming Communities http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/syr/
• ALA Center for Civic Life http://discuss.ala.org/civicengagement/
• Libraries Build Sustainable Communities, ALA Social Responsibilities Roundtable http://www.ala.org/srrt/tfoe/lbsc/librariesbuildsustainablecommunitiesintroduction
• New York Library Association, Resolution on the Importance of Sustainable Libraries http://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=1031&MenuKey=news
• Ecology, Economy, Equity: The Path to a Carbon-Neutral Library by Mandy Henk, ALA Editions http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=10972
• The Sustainability Issue, Journal of the Leadership & Management Section of the New York Library Association, 2014 http://www.nyla.org/max/userfiles/uploads/JLAMS_14_15V11N1.pdf
• The Resilient Design Institute http://www.resilientdesign.org/
Mover's Name: Rebekkah Smith Aldrich, ALA Sustainability Round Table Member
Seconder's Name: Ashley Jones, ALA Sustainability Round Table Member

