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This report covers the material presented and discussed at the SACO-At-Large meeting held on June 24, 2012 at the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim. The meeting was led by Paul Frank and Janis Young from the Library of Congress.
Janis Young, Policy and Standards Division, Library of Congress, reported on two projects  that both focus on improving the usability of LCSH in the Semantic Web environment. 
1) PSD is exploring the idea of adding  Broader Terms (BTs) for LCSH orphan headings, meaning  headings that do not currently contain hierarchies by policy decision, such as inverted headings qualified by names of languages, nationalities, ethnic groups, or terms that designate time periods. 
As a first step, the broader terms “newspapers” or “periodicals”  have been added to all newspapers and periodicals qualified by nationality, language, or ethnicity.
Janis requested that SACO members at this point DO NOT submit SACO change proposals to help “clean this up.” 
2) LC’s Policy and Standard Division is also experimenting  with the addition of the  072 (Subject Category Code) to subject authority records. This field will reference the Subject Cataloging Manual instruction sheet number(s)  pertaining to a heading. In combination with the 073 (subdivision usage) element contained in the records for free-floating subdivisions it should be possible  to create lists suggesting valid subdivisions to a cataloger assigning a heading. There is hope that the 072 will also enable the automatic validation of subject strings when no authority record for the entire string exists. 
PSD staff will begin to supply this information on a very limited basis starting August 2012. Janis stressed that this is only an experiment at this point. There are a number of issues that have to be taken into account -- mostly due to the fact that the instructions sheets were not written to be interpreted by machines. Multi-part instruction sheets and those containing exceptions are problematic. PSD staff will therefore only proceed with instruction sheets that are relatively straight forward, for example, H1120 (Names of Families); H 1145.5 (Bodies of Water); or H 1200 (Wars).
The 072 element will be added on encounter by PSD subject specialists in the process of vetting new SACO proposals or existing subject authorities that have to be looked at anyway in addition to the newly proposed heading.  
Janis stressed that the 072 SHOULD NOT be added  to NACO headings. Also, DO NOT add the 072 to SACO proposals during this experimental phase.
It is hoped that the linked data community will help to evaluate this effort. Janis also asked for volunteers to help judge if this experiment is a success and should be continued. People working in institutions that are experimenting with LCSH as linked data should contact her  if interest.
The discussion touched on the following issues:
It was commented that the addition of the 072 element will also benefit people, not just computers, and help in the training new catalogers or students. 
It was also suggested that these links could also be used to provide a view of basic LCSH categories. Since LCSH has no “top” it is currently not possible to retrieve all the headings that belong into a certain category, such as biology. 
It was noted that subdivisions are often used incorrectly.  This may be due to the fact that the scope notes in the authorities are not as detailed as the instructions in the SHM and therefore may be misleading. The original intend was NOT  to duplicate the SHM instructions in the scope notes. Janis noted that she occasionally updates misleading scope notes on encounter.
In addition to that, catalogers may also get a false sense of security when a subject string can be controlled in OCLC. It was clarified that the OCLC software controls headings, but does not validate them. The necessary  data to accomplish this is not always in the records. 
“And” headings also present a known problem since those can belong to more than one category. Many of these headings (such as Orphans and orphan-asylums) have already been split up.
The question arose if it is possible to link out to the SHM from the authority in OCLC. Janis noted that there are Issues of compatibility,  subscription, and cost recovery to be resolved.
A question was raised regarding the addition of the 034s and 043s in subject authority records. OCLC has been  asked for a file containing coordinate data. This data is being added to a subset of subject authority records for geographic names.
There will be additional iterations to automatically adding 034 and 043s to new or missed geographic headings in the name authority file.
Janis Young also gave an update on the genre/form project.
Moving image project: Circa 70 character- and franchise-based terms as well as twenty-two sport-specific terms were were cancelled on the monthly lists for February 2012 and June 2012 respectively. 
Music Project: LC continues work on the genre/form thesaurus for music in collaboration with the Music Library Association. The group has now begun to put the terms into hierarchies.
Work has begun on a   Medium of Performance Thesaurus for Music (LCMPT), also  in collaboration with the Music Library Association. A related discussion paper (no. 2012-DP02) was submitted to MARBI to be discussed at this conference.
http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2012/2012-dp02.html
Religion project: The draft for the genre/form terms in the field of religion should be finished shortly. Janis reported that the current draft looks promising.
Literature project has now begun: The SAC Subcommitte on Genre/Form Implementation has begun work on this effort. The Working Group on LCGFT Literature Terms consists of a diverse group of people. A seed list of 500 terms was provided and the group is  working to create a thesaurus. 
Cartography project: A discussion paper has now been posted for comment. The paper suggests that the genre/form term “globes” should be applied to all types of globes. The heavenly body represented by the globe would be expressed by the appropriate subject heading in combination with the form/genre term “Globes”.
It was suggested to start an genre/form project for art in cooperation with ARLIS. PSD will consider the proposal for a later date.
