
TRADITIONAL versus MODERN

Library of Congress Subject Headings



As cataloging and qualifications are important and crucial for discovery they 
can represent somehow inadequate to reality terminology that can cripple 
materials finding and retrieval. If patrons can’t find what they are looking for 
un-servable terminology should be revisited. 

What cripple subject heading?

- Outdated terminology

- Incorrect terminology 

- Lack of terminology 













The examples shows inadequate terminology and 
showcase subtle cultural, social and political 
biases: 

- “women” vs “men” 
- “prostitution” 
- “theology” 
- ”incurables” 
- “citizenship” 



What is done? What can we do? What do you do? 

National solutions and 
movements

- Radical cataloging

- Support EDI initiatives 
(Equity/Diversity/Inclusion) 

- Local authorities and alternate 
terms with #7 $2 local

- Enter 69X subject headings 

- FAST headings 

Your library  -- discussion 


