Date:	June 13, 2011

To:	RUSQ Editorial Advisory Board, RUSA Board of Directors

From:	Diane Zabel, RUSQ Editor

Subj.:	Editor’s Annual Report

Editorial Board Members

Two members were reappointed this year:  Lisa O’Connor and Molly Strothmann.  

Highlights

Sixteen feature articles were published in Volume 50, the anniversary volume marking the journal’s fiftieth year of publication.  Five feature articles are scheduled for publication in the Fall 2011 issue:
	
“How First-Year Students Navigate the Stacks: Implications for Improving Wayfinding,” by Jim Hahn and Lizz Zitron. 

“Open Stacks for Library Videos: A Case Study,” by Sandra Macke and Bethany Sewell.

“The Progressive Past: How History Can Help Us Serve Generation 1.5,” by Curt Asher.

“Triangulating Findings from an Instruction-based Community Engagement Project,” by Maryann S. Whitaker and Dan Albertson.

“Situated Questions and Answers: Responding to Library Users with QR Codes,” by Alison Hicks and Caroline Sinkinson.

We have eliminated the publishing backlog.  As of this writing, one accepted feature article remains in the queue:

	“Texting 4 Answers: What Questions Do People Ask?,” by Lili Luo and Emily Weak.

A feature article published in RUSQ (Fall 2009) was named one of “LIRT’s Top Twenty” for 2010:

“Transforming the One-Shot Library Session into Pedagogical Collaboration: Information Literacy and the English Composition Class,” by Heidi  L.M. Jacobs and Dale Jacobs. 
	
This is quite an honor as the LIRT (Library Instruction Round Table) committee reviews a large number of articles annually for its list of the top twenty articles relating to instruction.

Twelve individuals who have made substantial contributions as reviewers of reference books or professional materials for RUSQ will be recognized at the 2011 RUSA Awards Ceremony and Reception in New Orleans.

Manuscript Flow

38 original manuscript submissions were received between June 1, 2010 and May 31, 2011.  In terms of these manuscripts, the following publication decisions were made:  1 was accepted for a column; 7 were accepted as feature articles;  7 were returned to authors indicating that resubmission would be welcome pending major revision;  18 were rejected; and  5 are currently with referees.  In addition, 4 revised manuscripts were received during this period (3 were accepted as feature articles and one was accepted for a column).

Migration to Digital Version

Volume 50 will be the last issue to be published in print.  Beginning with Volume 51, Number 1 (Fall 2011), RUSQ will only be published in a digital format. While we will retain the services of ALA Production Services, MetaPress will be used to host journal content.  JSTOR will be used for permanent archiving.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Selection of the Next RUSQ Editor

Diane Zabel’s term as editor ends on June 30, 2012.  In April 2011 Gary W. White appointed the RUSQ Editor Selection Committee, charged with selecting a new editor for RUSQ for a three-year term.  This ad hoc committee is in the process of crafting an advertisement for the position.  Screening/interviewing of potential candidates is to be completed by December 31, 2011.  If necessary, the committee will conduct on-site interviews at the 2012 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Dallas.  The committee must submit a recommendation on or before the second RUSA Board meeting at the 2012 Midwinter Meeting.  The RUSA Board will vote and designate a new editor by February 1, 2012. Editor-designate will assume the position of RUSQ Editor on July 1, 2012.
