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Copy Cataloging Fits into Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access Directorate Mission
The ABA Directorate strives to utilize copy whenever it is available.  Like cataloging departments in other libraries, the ABA Directorate is dealing with resource constraints, including staff attrition that totaled about 12 percent of ABA’s staff in 2011 and a reduction of 6.3 percent in the entire Library’s congressional appropriation for fiscal 2012.  Since copy cataloging is much less expensive to produce than original cataloging, it is incumbent on all of ABA’s production divisions–African, Latin American, and Western European; Asian and Middle Eastern; Germanic and Slavic; Overseas Operations, US/Anglo; US General; and US and Publisher Liaison–to meet annual production targets for copy cataloging.  Copy cataloging is also an important component of our individual development program for technicians.
Copy Cataloging Production and Workflows
For fiscal 2012, the ABA Directorate of the Library of Congress is on track to meet or exceed its copy cataloging production level for the previous year.  In the first six months of fiscal 2012 (October 2011 through March 2012), ABA produced 34,979 copy cataloging records, representing 28.9 percent of all bibliographic records produced in ABA during that time.  By comparison, in all of fiscal 2011 (October 2010 through September 2011), the ABA Directorate produced 72,028 copy cataloging records, or 28.7 percent of ABA’s total bibliographic record production for the fiscal year.  The overall proportion of 28.7 percent in fiscal 2011 was the highest proportion of copy cataloging that ABA has ever attained for a full fiscal year, and we expect to equal or exceed that proportion for fiscal 2012.  Our proportion of copy cataloging has increased every year for the past five years, a trend we expect to continue.
Technicians copy-catalog the materials that are received in their divisions, and therefore it is not necessary to move materials to a separate work area.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The technicians are responsible for validation and verification of the descriptive and subject aspects of the cataloging record as well as for shelflisting.  Our copy cataloging product receives either Encoding Level Blank (Program for Cooperative Cataloging Bibliographic Standard Record) or Encoding Level 7.  The Policy and Standards Division (PSD) within ABA performs necessary authority work, primarily new Library of Congress Subject Headings when needed.  Technicians in ABA continue to copy-catalog serials, as they have done since 2005.
Training Copy Catalogers for RDA

At present, LC copy catalogers refer RDA (Resource Description and Access) copy that they encounter in OCLC WorldCat to staff who have already been trained in RDA.  The Library of Congress will implement RDA for all its general cataloging (non-rare monographs, serials, maps, and music) on March 31, 2013, in coordination with the National Agricultural Library and National Library of Medicine.  Cataloging supervisors are attending classroom training in RDA in June and July 2012.  All catalogers and copy catalogers at LC will receive classroom training from August through March, with about 60 staff to be trained each month.  Copy catalogers will be trained near the end of that time period. They will receive the same training courses as original catalogers—approximately 40 hours of classroom training and guided practice—but will be grouped in separate classes so that they can concentrate on copy resources and ask questions that are specific to copy cataloging.  The LC Cooperative and Instructional Programs Division and PSD are creating an additional class session for copy catalogers that will be based on documentation written by PSD.  Some LC professional catalogers produce both original and copy cataloging; these staff will also be invited to attend the copy cataloger training sessions.
