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FAST (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology) is an enumerative, faceted subject heading system derived primarily from the Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH).  

Recent Developments
· OCLC Research has prototyped an experimental tool that enables users to propose new personal name, corporate name, and topical headings consistent with established FAST headings. Selected FAST users are testing the tool.

· Librarians from Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Harvard, and Yale, along with OCLC, conducted a survey in November and December 2017 to gauge interest in the current features of OCLC’s FAST (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology) and potential enhancements to the system. Staff members from the five institutions are evaluating the results of the survey and gathering data regarding the benefits of FAST to assist OCLC in developing a product roadmap. 

· As a result of the implementation of MARC field 147 (Named Event), FAST Event headings for battles, earthquakes, famines, financial crises, fires, hurricanes, riots, strikes, volcanic eruptions, wars, etc., are being reformatted into 147 fields from 111 fields.  Approximately 5,400 Event headings are affected. Some examples are:

Proposed	147	Emmet's Rebellion $c(Ireland :$d1803)
fst01352905	111	Emmet's Rebellion (Ireland : 1803)
sh 85068018 	751	Ireland $xHistory $yEmmet's Rebellion, 1803
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed	147	Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills Strike $c(Atlanta, Georgia :$d1914-1915)
fst01404652	111	Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills Strike (Atlanta, Georgia : 1914-1915)
sh 93002064 	750	Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills Strike, Atlanta, Ga., 1914-1915

FAST Authority File and WorldCat
· The following table provides the composition of the FAST authority file by facet as of 1 January 2018.  About 97 million bibliographic records have been enhanced with ~303 million FAST headings. 



	Facet
	MARC Tag
	Count

	Persons
	100
	735,182

	Organizations
	110
	372,215

	Events
	111
	12,657

	Titles of Works
	130
	63,614

	Chronological/Time periods
	148
	676

	Topics
	150
	409,095

	Places
	151
	179,430

	Form/Genre
	155
	2,987

	Total
	
	1,775,856



Tools for Application and Use
searchFAST - http://fast.oclc.org/searchfast/
· searchFAST is a user interface for identifying and accessing FAST authority records and retrieving WorldCat records that have FAST headings. 
A FAST Changes page provides access to change files published between updates of FAST downloadable files. http://fast.oclc.org/fastChanges/
assignFAST - http://experimental.worldcat.org/fast/assignfast
· This service implements autosuggest technology to facilitate the manual selection of FAST headings.  The service enables the integration of FAST assignment into other applications.
FAST as Linked Data - http://id.worldcat.org/fast/
· This experimental Linked Open Data service provides access to the FAST data set under the Open Data Commons Attribution License. 
· FAST contains links to the following data sets:
· Library of Congress Subject Headings (~304,000 links)
· LC Genre/Form headings (2,050)
· VIAF & NACO (~1.2 million)   
· Wikidata/Wikipedia (~237,000)
· GeoNames (~85,000)
· RAMEAU (51,918)
· Gemeinsame Normdatei (33,767)
· The FAST data set is available for download at: http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/fast/download.html
For additional information, visit the FAST activity page at http://www.oclc.org/research/themes/data-science/fast.html or contact the FAST team (fast@oclc.org). 
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