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LCGFT Update

After nearly 8 years of tireless work, the MLA Genre/Form Task Force was disbanded at the MLA Annual Meeting in Cincinnati in March 2016. Their final report is available here. Task Force Chair and SACO Music Funnel Coordinator Nancy Lorimer (Stanford University) has continued the remaining work of the Task Force, namely building out and refining the initial rollout of music genre/form terms (Approved List 1514, February 2015). The following LCGFT terms have been added since the Midwinter Meeting (in order of approval):

Bergerettes (Songs)    [gp2015026108]
Rondeaux (Formes fixes)    [gp2016026008]
Bangsawan (Music)    [gp2016026041]
Barong (Music)    [gp2016026042]
Ch'anggŭk    [gp2016026043]
Hira gasy    [gp2016026044]
Isicathamiya    [gp2016026045]
Jiggs (Ballad operas)    [gp2016026046]
Jōruri (Music)    [gp2016026021]
Kalgi-tura    [gp2016026047]
Madrigal comedies    [gp2016026048]
Mandó    [gp2016026049]
Masques (Music)    [gp2016026050]
Melodramas (Music)    [gp2016026051]
Minstrel shows    [gp2016026052]
Model operas    [gp2016026053]
Monodramas (Music)    [gp2016026054]
Monologues (Music)    [gp2016026055]
Murgas    [gp2016026056]
Musical theater    [gp2016026057]
Ping ju    [gp2016026034]
Sainetes (Music)    [gp2014027065]
Wayang music    [gp2016026058]
Zarzuelas    [gp2016026059]


Additionally, the following music terms appear on Tentative List 1606:

Grindcore (Music)    [gp2015026097]
Kāfī (Music)    [gp2015026107]
New Year music    [gp2015026101]
Rosh ha-Shanah music    [gp2015026103]

LCMPT Update

The following new and revised terms in Library of Congress Medium of Performance Thesaurus (LCMPT) have appeared since the Midwinter Meeting (in order of approval):

alto clarinet    [pp2013015011] (scope note modified)
bass clarinet    [pp2013015064] (scope note added)
clarinet    [pp2013015154] (several UFs and scope note added)
contra-alto clarinet    [pp2013015175] (several UFs added; scope note modified)
contrabass clarinet    [pp2013015176] (several UFs added; scope note modified)
flûte d'amour    [pp2015015015]
ravanne    [pp2015015013]
rouleur    [pp2015015014]
sopranino clarinet    [pp2014015002] (UF and scope note added)
bangdi    [pp2016015004]
big band    [pp2013015083] (added UF dance orchestra (big band))
jazz combo    [pp2016015002]
qudi    [pp2016015003]
tenor viol    [pp2016015006]
church bells    [pp2016015005]
bells    [pp2016015007]

The MLA Vocabularies Subcommittee continues work on several projects to refine areas of LCMPT needing refinement or reexamination. The jazz ensembles and clarinets projects were completed in early 2016 (see listing above), and the electronics terms project is in its final stages. Several other small projects, pertaining to both LCMPT and LCGFT terms, are in the pipeline and will be taken up later this year by VS. New and updated LCMPT and LCGFT terms resulting from these projects will be proposed through the SACO Music Funnel and announced on Monthly Lists on an ongoing basis.

Lastly, the following MAC paper (being discussed at the Annual Meeting) has direct bearing on the future of LCMPT application:

1) MARC Proposal No. 2016-07, “Defining Subfield $3 in Field 382 of the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format” (http://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2016/2016-07.html) 


LCGFT/LCMPT Best Practices

On June 17, 2015, the Vocabularies Committee released version 1.0 of Best Practices for Using LCGFT for Music Resources. VS subsequently released an expanded and revised version of the document Best Practices for Using LCMPT (first published in 2014) on February 22, 2016. The qualifier “provisional” has been removed, to signify the relative stability of these guidelines. 

It is hoped that these two MLA documents will serve as the basis for instruction sheets to be included in the new LC Genre/Form Terms Manual (currently designated with the placeholder designation “J 250”) and forthcoming Medium of Performance Terms Manual, respectively.

International Adoption of LCGFT/LCMPT

1) On June 3, 2016, Caroline Shaw (Music Processing & Cataloguing Team Manager, British Library) announced:

“From 1 July 2016, new British Library catalogue records for printed music will no longer use Library of Congress Subject Headings and subdivisions to express either musical genre or medium of performance. Library of Congress Genre and Form Terms (LCGFT) and Library of Congress Medium of Performance Terms (LCMPT) will be used instead. 

LCSH will continue to be used for subject information. LCSH will also continue to be used for aspects of genre relating to geographical area (e.g. “Folk songs England”) and audience (e.g. “Methods Juvenile”), which are not part of LCGFT.”

2) In June 2016, Denise Dolbec (Répertoire de vedette-matière (RVM), Bibliothèque de l'Université Laval) announced that RVM is publishing French translations of LCGFT (RVMGF) and LCMPT (RVMMEM). RVM has also sought permission from MLA to release a French translation of Best Practices for Using LCMPT.

Deriving Faceted Music Terms from LCSH (a.k.a. “Retrospective Implementation”)

Following on the preliminary work done by the former Subject Access Subcommittee just prior to the 2015 MLA Annual Meeting, the current VS group evaluated several iterations of a program written by Gary Strawn (Northwestern University) to derive LCMPT terms in 382 fields from LCSH music form/genre/medium headings in 650 fields. The latest version (and associated natural-language documentation) was completed by Strawn in May 2015. The VS group was in a holding pattern for much of the rest of the year, while other more pressing business (e.g., the best practices documents) occupied its members‘ attention.

Since the 2016 MLA Annual Meeting, the retrospective faceted term project has moved back to the “front burner,” focusing on LCGFT terms. Concurrently, the ALA Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation is beginning work in this area across disciplines. In the spring of 2016, a SGFT task group prepared a mapping of LCSH form subdivisions to their corresponding LCGFT (and possibly also LCDGT) terms. Similarly, the VS group prepared a mapping for music-specific LCSH subdivisions. The two groups will continue to collaborate as needed, with Mullin as liaison. 

As previously suggested, a white paper arguing the case for pursuing programmatic generation of LCMPT and LCGFT (and other controlled terms as appropriate) from existing LCSH headings should be prepared and submitted to PCC--with copy to LC and OCLC as well—in order to solicit PCC’s support for a large-scale (national) conversion project similar to the conversion of the LC/National Authority File to RDA. Based on the aforementioned developments at the ALA level, and on the universal desire to enhance faceted access to library resources, it was decided that MLA should be a signatory to any such white paper prepared by the appropriate ALA body, rather than authoring it itself.

Also discussed at last year’s meeting is the need to articulate “functional requirements,” “possibilities and parameters” and other assumptions about how the new faceted genre/form/medium metadata should be utilized in discovery environments for users seeking music resources. There are strong tie-ins with best practices, further development of the vocabularies, retrospective efforts, and broader efforts to advocate for and articulate music discovery requirements. All of these aspects will inform the VS project group in its ongoing work.
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