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As previously reported, the initial development phase of FAST is completed and our focus is now on making FAST available as linked data and supporting new applications.  Four projects were completed  in the past year: (1) releasing FAST as linked data, (2) convertFAST, (3) mapFAST, and (4) searchFAST. 

FAST as Linked Data: FAST was made available as an experimental linked data service under the Open Data Commons Attribution License at http://id.worldcat.org/fast/ . This release of FAST provides FAST headings that support both human and machine access. Most of the FAST records incorporate links to corresponding LCSH authorities. In addition, many of the geographic headings have links to the GeoNames geographic database (http://www.geonames.org/).   This release of FAST is the latest in a series of activities to make FAST more accessible and useful.  

convertFAST: An online service was introduced which can add FAST headings to bibliographic records with LCSH headings or convert a set of LCSH headings into a corresponding set of FAST headings.  A file of MARC records can be uploaded, FAST headings added, and the update file downloaded. This service is intended to demonstrate the conversion process and to illustrate the relationship between LCSH and FAST headings.  This conversion service is available at:  http://experimental.worldcat.org/fast/fastconverter/. convertFAST was developed to demonstrate the conversion process but it was not designed to process large files.  Large files can be handled much more efficiently as a batch process and arrangements for processing large bibliographic files can be made on an individual basis.  

mapFAST: The interface for mapFAST was substantially revised,  improving both usability and performance.   In addition to identifying materials in OCLC's WorldCat, materials in Google books can also be accessed.  The underlying functionality of providing FAST headings with geographic coordinates is also available as a Web Service.  mapFAST is available at: http://experimental.worldcat.org/mapfast/.

	searchFAST: searchFAST is a new and enhanced search engine and interface for  accessing FAST authority records.  The database engine employed since the inception of the FAST project is dated and needs to be replaced.  With FAST available as linked data, we developed a new search engine built on linked data.  The new search engine has a much improved interface with added functionality including auto completion and other enhancements.  searchFAST is available at: http://fast.oclc.org/searchfast/.   A paper on searchFAST will be presented at IFLA Satellite Post-Conference:  Beyond Libraries – Subject Metadata in the Digital Environment and Semantic Web this August in Tallinn and is available at http://www.nlib.ee/index.php?id=17763. 

	The FAST team continues to explore collaborative effects to apply and enhance FAST.   We are actively assisting several libraries with projects applying FAST.  We are also interested in working with the community to further enhance FAST and continue exploring ways to allow the community to add and/or correct information in FAST records

The FAST authority records, with about 1.65 million authority records, has not changed significantly in size during the past year.  While the focus has shifted, the maintenance and enhancement  of  FAST authority file continues and included: (1) the adding of additional references to the FAST authority records, (2) the identification and removal of duplicate authority records, (3) the identification of incomplete and poorly constructed authority records, (4) the validation of linking fields, and (5) general error identification and correction.

For additional details, visit the FAST activity page at http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/fast/.  Please address any questions or comments to Ed O’Neill at oneill@oclc.org or Eric Childress at childree@oclc.org
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