January 26, 2014

TO: 	Authority Control Interest Group
FROM: 	Janis L. Young
	Policy and Standards Division, Library of Congress
RE:	LC update 


Personnel Changes. 
	Tom Yee retired on Jan. 3, 2014.  Tom joined the Library of Congress in 1974, serving as an intern, subject cataloger, subject cataloging specialist, automated operations coordinator, and team leader before joining PSD (then the Cataloging Policy and Support Office) as the assistant chief in 1995.  Tom served as acting chief of PSD in the late 1990s, and again since December 2012.  He had also served as the acting chief of the Asian & Middle Eastern Division since January 2012.  Beacher Wiggins, director for ABA, is acting chief of PSD.  Angela Kinney, chief of the African, Latin American, and Western European Division (ALAWE), is serving as acting chief of ASME.
	Ron Goudreau, PSD Data Integrity Section head, retired Sept. 30, 2013 after over thirty years of service to LC.  Judith Cannan, chief of the Cooperative and Instructional Programs Division (COIN), is acting section head of the Data Integrity Section.  Paul Frank of COIN is managing the LCSH Monthly List process.
	Allene Hayes retired as chief of the US/Anglo Division on Sept. 30, 2013.  Section heads within USAN are performing acting chief’s duties on a rotational basis. 
	Elvirita Gildea, head of the Southeast Asia/South Asia Section, ASME, and Sook Hee Weidman, head of the Northeast Asia Section in ASME, retired on Jan. 3, 2014.
	Joseph Bartl, head of the Music Division’s Bibliographic Access Section, retired Jan. 24, 2014.
	The Library has authorized the filling of three chiefs’ positions within ABA. The application period for the chief of the US/Anglo Division closed Jan. 13, 2014. The vacancy announcement for the ASME chief is to be issued by the end of January. The position of chief of USASH will be filled after the position description is developed. Applications for all three positions will be limited to employees of the Library Services service unit. 

Integrated Library System. The Library will upgrade its Integrated Library System (ILS) to Voyager 8.2.0 beginning Friday, Feb. 7, 2014.  The upgrade will be completed by Monday, Feb. 17.  During the upgrade, all databases and catalogs will be available to staff and public users for search and retrieval, except for very brief outages as servers and systems are re-started.
	The Library has tested fixes to the re-designed LC Online Catalog and found that performance problems have been resolved.  That new interface is available to staff and patrons at http://catalog2.loc.gov.  The Library plans to implement the new interface in March 2014.  The old catalog interface will continue to be available for a short time.
	The catalog interface has been redesigned to reflect LC’s latest web standards and provide Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility for most adaptive devices and applications. All functionality is available and the same keyword, guided keyword, browse, and quick search options remain, with search results available with the same sort options as the “classic” OPAC. New features and functions will also be available: more context-sensitive help; similar types of searches/indexes grouped together logically, e.g., browse searches; ADA compliance; and standard “share” tools available on all pages.

Bibliographic Framework Transition Initiative (BFI).  A major focus of BFI is an effective migration plan for the community to make a transition from MARC to a new framework based on a Linked Data (LD) model, while retaining as much as possible the robust and beneficial aspects of our library environment.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Library of Congress published on the web in November 2012 a high level model for the New Bibliographic Framework, Bibliographic Framework as a Web of Data: Linked Data Model and Supporting Services. Available at http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/news/bibframe-112312.html, LC intends to keep it stable except for augmentations for the next year.   LC also improved and expanded the software code sets that convert current MARCXML records to BIBFRAME, aligning them with the new stable vocabulary.  They are available both as a service and for download, but the emphasis for the next year is intended to be on working with all types of data in the BIBFRAME model, not just MARC.	
	After an active year of experimentation with the high level model published by the Library in November 2012 and working with a group of “Early Experimenters” (George Washington University, National Library of Medicine, Princeton University, OCLC, British Library, and Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, in addition to LC), a new phase of the project has begun. This phase, scheduled to last a year, is for test implementation by organizations in the community. The testers will use the vocabulary that was published in November to experiment with the model against various environments, exchanging issues and information.  This group will be open to all who show that they are actually engaging in test implementations.  For more information, email bfcomments@loc.gov.  
	The Library continues to maintain the BIBFRAME electronic discussion list; subscribe from the web site at http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition. 

Monographic Bibliographic Record Program (BIBCO). The Policy Committee of the PCC decided that Dec. 31, 2014, will be the last date for original BIBCO cataloging using the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, 2nd edition (AACR2).  Starting Jan. 1, 2015, all BIBCO contributions must follow RDA BIBCO Standard Record guidelines. 
	The PCC Secretariat is in the process of updating and expanding the BIBCO Participants’ Manual to reflect RDA, the single cataloging instruction supported by the PCC.  The revised manual will provide program information as well as guidelines on creating PCC-level records and updating BIBCO and non-BIBCO level records.

Library of Congress-Program for Cooperative Cataloging Policy Statements.  The RDA Toolkit release in July of 2013 contained 83 updates (new, deleted, and revised) to the LC-PCC PSs.  Due to the closure of the federal government for 16 days in October, the planned November update of the policy statements had to be postponed—those updates will be published in the first 2014 release of the RDA Toolkit in February.

Undifferentiated name authority records. In December, PSD worked with COIN at the behest of the Program for Cooperative Cataloging Policy Committee to develop guidance and workflows for resolution of undifferentiated name authority records (NARs).  The revised guidelines will be officially issued in the Descriptive Cataloging Manual Z1, Update 1, 2014 in February.  However, because this topic was a highly desired outcome of several PCC Task Group recommendations, the guidelines become effective immediately.  In brief, LC and PCC catalogers may no longer create new undifferentiated name records, nor may they add additional names to existing undifferentiated name authority records. Catalogers are encouraged to remove identities from existing undifferentiated NARs. If all identities represented on an undifferentiated NAR cannot be differentiated and removed, the NAR may be left as “undifferentiated,” but that NAR must continue to be marked as AACR2 and may not be upgraded to RDA. In collaboration with OCLC, instructions on how to handle “the last identity standing” have been included in the guidance.  The updated DCM instructions are available on the PCC web site at http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC%20RDA%20guidelines/Z01%20008%2032%202014rfeb.pdf.     

NACO Training. The PCC Standing Committee on Training (SCT) Task Group on RDA NACO Training Materials completed its charge in mid-2013 to develop new NACO training materials.  The materials have gone through a roll-out test period through use in multiple on-site workshops.  The materials then were adapted for use in an online learning environment. Sixteen recordings were created and they have been used in conjunction with live webinars in conducting two complete suites of online NACO workshops by the PCC Secretariat.  A “Train-the-Trainer” session is planned for the spring of 2014 to help the Secretariat meet the training demand in using the new NACO training materials. There has been steady NACO program growth through 2013, with over 20 new NACO members joining the program since the ALA Annual Conference in 2013. Among the new members are two institutions in Australia, Monash University and Deakin University.

ALA-LC Romanization Tables. Staff in PSD and elsewhere in the Library of Congress worked closely with ALA’s Committee on Cataloging: African and Asian Materials (CC:AAM) and Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access (CC:DA). Since ALA Annual 2013, new tables for Tamashek, New Macedonian, Rusyn, and Serbian were approved by CC:AAM. The Macedonian and Serbian tables were developed from the former combined Serbian–Macedonian table. In addition, revisions to the Bulgarian table were approved, and a proposed Coptic table is currently under review by CC:AAM.

Publications.  The following have been published since ALA 2013 Annual Conference:  a new edition of the Classification and Shelflisting Manual that accommodates changes to classification and shelflisting policy in light of RDA; Subject Headings Manual Update #2 (dated July 2013), which also accommodates policy changes due to RDA; and the 35th edition of Library of Congress Subject Headings.  Copies of these publications may be purchased from the Cataloging Distribution Service (www.loc.gov/cds).  
	The Policy and Standards Division is facilitating the migration to free downloadable PDF versions of these publications.  Free versions of the 34th (2012) edition of LCSH, the Subject Headings Manual instruction sheets revised through September 2013, and all of the back issues of the Cataloging Service Bulletin have been posted to the ABA public web site, http://www.loc.gov/aba.  Selected Library of Congress classification schedules have also been posted, with others to follow as supplies of printed copies are depleted.  By July 1, 2014, CDS will no longer have any print publications available. 

Experiment to Add 072 Fields to Subject Authority Records. Since August 2012, subject specialists in PSD have been adding subject category codes (i.e., Subject Headings Manual instruction sheet numbers) to proposals for new and revised headings that fall into several pattern and free-floating categories. PSD staff are now also adding 072 fields to a limited number of existing records, as time permits.
	For background on the need to include subject category codes in authority records and the computer manipulations that they can enable, as well as the parameters of the project, see http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/field_072_announcement.pdf.  PSD is interested to know whether any libraries have experimented with the 072 fields, and the results of those experiments. Please contact PSD policy specialist Libby Dechman (edec@loc.gov) with any information.

Subarrangement of Juvenile Belles Lettres. The CYAC Program and the Policy and Standards Division are jointly sponsoring a survey with the ALA Cataloging of Children's Materials Committee (CCM) to access the impact of a shelflisting change proposed by the Library of Congress.  The proposal would change the Cuttering procedures followed for fiction titles in children’s literature.
The proposal calls for the use of two Cutters to subarrange juvenile literary works, as is done for adult works.  Currently, works classified in subclass PZ are arranged by a Cutter number for the author’s name, followed by a two- or three-letter “work mark” representing the first significant word of the title. The policy change would result in call numbers for juvenile works that look very similar to those for adult works.  CYAC and PSD have already tentatively agreed to close PZ7 (American and English juvenile belles letters, 1870- ) due to overcrowding. The new Cuttering system would be implemented in new classification numbers only, and not in existing PZ numbers.  Further information about the proposed policy revision and a link to the survey may be found at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/cyac-survey.html. The survey will be available until March 15, 2014.  

Headings for Crimes and Groups of Crimes.  Historically in LCSH, headings for crimes and groups of crimes (e.g., Murder; Commercial crimes) have been assigned to works on the law related to the crime as well as to the sociological, psychological, political, etc., aspects of the crime. Because of this policy, the subdivision –Law and legislation was not valid under headings for crimes. PSD is now revising the policy, and headings of the type [crime or category of crimes]–Law and legislation (e.g., Murder–Law and legislation; Computer crimes–Law and legislation) may be established. 
	This policy shift is made in recognition of three facts. First, it is not always obvious which headings refer to crimes. For example, Cyberbullying is in a crimes hierarchy, and is therefore considered inherently a law topic, but Bullying is not. Second, what one jurisdiction considers a crime, another jurisdiction may not. And third, the sociological, political, economic, and other implications of crimes are often written about, and it is important to be able to distinguish works on those aspects of crimes from legal works about the crimes themselves. 
	Proposals to revise the existing headings appear on February’s Tentative List.  Further information on this project is available on the Library of Congress’s Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access web site at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/crime-law-and-legislation.pdf.

Medium of Performance Terms for Music. Since 2010 the Library of Congress and the Bibliographic Control Committee, Subject Access Subcommittee, of the Music Library Association have been collaborating to develop the Library of Congress Medium of Performance Thesaurus for Music (LCMPT).  Proposals for the initial 802 terms have been published on a Tentative List and will be approved on Feb. 10, 2014. Further information on the project and the Tentative List may be found at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/medprf-list.html. Comments about the proposed terms, their references, and scope notes may be sent by Feb. 5, 2014 to Janis L. Young at jayo@loc.gov. 
	After approval, the terms will be available for searching through Classification Web. In addition, a file of MARC 21 records will be freely provided on the Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access website (http://www.loc.gov/aba) at a URL to be announced.  The file will be refreshed monthly when the Tentative List for the month is approved.  The vocabulary will also be made available on the Library’s Authorities & Vocabularies website (http://id.loc.gov), where they can be downloaded in a variety of formats. The records will not be available in the LC ILS nor in http://authorities.loc.gov. 

Demographic Group Terms. As part of its ongoing effort to provide effective access to library materials, the Library of Congress has determined that it will sponsor the creation of a new vocabulary, entitled Library of Congress Demographic Group Terms (LCDGT). This vocabulary will be used to describe the creators of, and contributors to, resources, and also the intended audience of resources.  
        Some LC subject headings – most notably the form headings for literature – include demographic information (e.g., Children’s stories, American, in which stories is the form, children are the audience demographic, and Americans are the creator demographic).  When the literature terms in Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials (LCGFT) are approved for use, however, the LCSH form headings will no longer be assigned to works of literature.  (LCSH form headings will still be assigned to works about literature.)  LCGFT does not include demographic terms because they do not relate to genres or forms.
        To avoid losing access to vital demographic information, the LC Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access Directorate Management Team has approved the creation of LCDGT.  Terms from LCDGT will be coded in MARC 21 fields 385 and 386, for audience and creator/contributor characteristics, respectively, in bibliographic records and authority records for works. The Policy and Standards Division plans to approve the initial group of terms by the end of 2014.  The primary source for access to the approved terms will be Classification Web, and the terms will also be made freely available on LC’s web site.  
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