ALCTS Metadata Interest Group Minutes

ALA Annual 2013

8:30-10:30 am, Sunday, June 30, 2013
Chicago, Illinois
PROGRAM

The first part of the Metadata Interest Group meeting featured a presentation by Erik Mitchell entitled “Trends in Linked Data Adoption.” In this presentation, Mitchell shared the results of a content-analysis study of metadata services within LOD systems being developed or in use in LAM settings, those services being BIBFRAME, DPLA, and Europeana. He discussed and compared these three services at length, covering things like commonalities, unique features, and content rules, before ending his presentation with final thoughts and ideas for possible next steps.
The slides for Mitchell’s presentation can be found here: http://connect.ala.org/node/209107
Business Meeting

Housekeeping

1. Approval of minutes from midwinter

Officer reports
1. Programming: Ivey Glendon and Megan Finch
· Megan and Ivey met with ALCTS Program Committee and submitted 2 proposals for ALA Annual 2014:
· Proposal 1: Address metadata for open access materials and individual indicators that help users determine their access rights.  Looking for proposals that would address OA vocabularies, faculty consultation, and education related to scholarly communication. This proposal was well received by the ALCTS Program Committee and agreed with the idea of seeking co-sponsorship with Scholarly Communications Interest Group
· Proposal 2: Metadata beyond the library. This program would focus on consultation and collaboration with faculty, staff, and students. The officers are specifically looking for examples of successful metadata consultation in the form of training sessions, workshops, and boot camps. It does not necessarily need to be focused on the data management hot topic. Instead, they are thinking pretty broadly. Metadata, outreach, and reference librarians could be presenters. This proposal was also well received. The Program Committee expressed interest in presenting this as a virtual conference and possibly a webinar series after the program
· Suggestion from MIG: maybe think about contacting librarians who work on digital humanities projects

2. Blog (Jason Kovari)

· No report – Jason could not attend the MIG meeting
Liaison reports
1. LITA: Susan Cheney

· The LITA National Forum will be held from November 7-10th in Louisville, KY. The theme this year will be Creation, Collaboration and Community

· Top Technology Trends will be taking place from 1:00-2:30 today, followed by the President’s Program, “More than a Book-lined internet Café,” from 3:00-4:00
· LITA’s program “Tomorrow’s Learners, Tomorrow’s Technology: Preparing for the Predictions” will be taking place on Monday
· Please check out the other sessions that LITA is offering at this conference
2. CC:DA: Nathan Putnam
· CC:DA had their usual discussion about proposals for updating RDA

· LC updates were given, such as budget cuts, staff replacements etc. 
· It was announced that LC plans to stop publishing all print cataloging material and that Kathy Glennan is set to take over as the ALA representative to the Joint Steering Committee
3. MLA: Lisa McFall
· Hoping to have prototype of the Music Metadata Clearinghouse by end of the calendar year for review. Comments/suggestions are welcome and should be directed to Lisa

· The PARS Task Force on Audio Preservation Metadata, which published guidelines about 4 years ago on metadata standards and guidelines relevant to digital audio, is interested in working with MLA to create an updated version of this document. Participants will be meeting today to discuss this upcoming project
· MLA was also approached by a group that is interested in creating a music equivalent of IMDb which would offer resources for musicians. MLA will be in discussion with them
Open Discussion on Ideas for Midwinter Presentations
1. Tools for libraries

· What tools are people using?  Could we have demos or light tutorials on these tools? It would be nice to actually see someone use tools instead of just talk about them
· How about how librarians learn rdf? It could be a hands-on, play with this stuff, kind of session
· How about making available a set of content for people to play with? They can ask questions about the tools they’re using

· It would be hard for people to come prepared for this kind of event, since it’s not a preconference. It might just be helpful to see someone go through the use of these tools even if they can’t play with it themselves. That alone might help demystify things

· Problem is when you give live demos, there might be issues. Using tools live is helpful, but we need to be careful to have backup
· Might be good just to help people learn about what the tools do and what they can use them for. Maybe a top level overview of the tools that exist. Providing more entry level content might draw people into the interest group
· Best for Annual or Midwinter? More competition at Annual, but more students etc. might come to Annual
· Potential presenters:
· Mark Phillips, University of North-Texas

· Margaret Heller, Loyola University

2. Hackathon

· Learn how to hack linked data hackathon. Participants could bring their laptops and we could have stations with an expert to help
· Maybe we could suggest something like this as a subset of the unconference
· What if we use the interest group time at Midwinter and Annual to do those stations? We could set up a booth with the tools that we’re interested in sharing that people could come to if they can’t make it to the actual meeting. There could be an expert at the booth
· Might have to try something smaller first to see how it works and then do the hackathon the following year

3. Feel free to share additional ideas and/or comments on ALA Connect (http://connect.ala.org/node/65847) or our listserv [alcts-nrmig@ala.org]
Elections

· Before voting for the new MIG officers, the candidates up for election each introduced themselves to the group.  The results of the election are below.

· Vice-Chair (July 1, 2013 to July 22, 2014): Jennifer Miller, Assistant Head of Cataloging and Metadata Services/Metadata Coordinator, Rice University
· Program Co-Chair (July 1, 2013 to July 22, 2015): Santi Thompson, Metadata Coordinator, University of Houston
· Secretary (July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015): Steven Folsom, Discovery Metadata Librarian, Cornell University
Approximately 85 people attended the Metadata Interest Group meeting at ALA Annual 2012

Submitted by Jackie Blonigen, MIG Secretary, 2011-2013
