
Report on Meeting 140 of the Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee 
submitted by Deborah Rose-Lefmann
Meeting 140 of the Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee (EPC) was held June 12-13, 2017 at the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Members present: Jonathan Furner (chair), Michele Zwierski (vice-chair), Andrea Kappler, Caroline Saccucci, Melissa Parent, Sylvie Leblanc, Jo Maxwell, Deborah Rose-Lefmann
Dewey staff members present were Dewey Editorial Program Manager Rebecca Green, editor Alex Kyrios, and consulting editors Winton Matthews and Julianne Beall. Present from OCLC were Marti Heyman, Executive Director for Metadata Operations, and Sandi Jones, Product Manager.
Members Gert de Jager and Paula Van Strien, as well as Diane Vizine-Goetz from OCLC Research, were unable to attend, and were missed.
EPC welcomed our newest member, Jo Maxwell from the UK DDC Users Forum. The Committee bid farewell to Andrea Kappler, for whom this was the last EPC meeting, as her fourth term ends this year.
Michele Zwierski was re-elected Vice-Chair.
At meeting 140, the EPC approved updates to the bylaws, already approved by OCLC and ALA, and some updates to terminology in the editorial rules. EPC will be including a member representing EDUG.
EPC approved the following updates to the tables:
· Table 1: Guidance at -0286 Green technology for classification of Sustainability; this number is appropriate only for technological and not socio-economic aspects
· Regularization of T1-08, Groups of people notation in 303.38 Public opinion, 323.3 Civil rights. A similar development for 649.1 Child care was thought to need an additional manual note, which will come back in meeting 140A.
· Table 2: Better provision and historical periods for the West Bank and Gaza Strip
· Table 5: Languages and T6: Peoples: expansions for Nilo-Saharan languages and the people who speak, or whose ancestors spoke, them
EPC approved selected updates in the following schedules: 
· Computer science (004-006): The class-here note at 005.7, Data in computer systems, was changed from Class here high-volume data sets to Class here big data. Expansions for Routers and Routing, VPNs, and several other network concepts, agile development and Scrum, and other programming concepts, and guidance on classifying Computer vision, Optical pattern recognition, and Optical computers. A new development under 005.1 Programming, in which the top-level terms are changed to Software development and Software, and Programming takes on a narrower sense, was approved in principle; the full development will return probably in meeting 140A or 141
· Psychology (150s): expansions under 158.1 Personal improvement and analysis, for Mindfulness, Personality tests, and Writing (e.g., journaling)
· Social sciences (300s): Discontinuation of the entire development at 363.4, Controversies related to public morals and customs; clarification of where the topics listed there should be classed; Provision for Torture under 364.67 Corporal punishment. The committee recommended reconsideration of the suggested provision for ethics of torture.
· In 530 Physics, the committee rejected a proposal to expand for Low-energy nuclear reactions, separate from the mapping for cold fusion, because the literature does not support this. It is likely that we will see significant revisions to the Physics schedule in the future.
· Technology (600s): Expansions for exercises from the martial arts tradition (with specific mappings for tai chi and kickboxing); better provision for phenylketonuria
· Recreation (790s): Clarification of how to classify computer games, bringing most into the hierarchy of electronic games; however, the committee asked for reconsideration of the proposal to class all computer games (as well as works about them) by genre, and suggested an approach like that for motion pictures 
· History and Geography (930s-990s): Changes to the instructions and add tables that will make the WebDewey number building engine work better for works about local places; a proposal to use general time periods from T1-0901-0905 for works in the 91xs was not approved; expansions to the early history time periods for the Germanic and Celtic regions and Switzerland (at the request of EDUG).
EPC reviewed the following discussion papers:
· Indigenous groups as sovereign nations with geographic extent (a new approach)
· Arrangement in 200 Religion, in response to criticism of DDCs Christian-centric bias
These topics will come back as proposals for a future meeting.
EPC heard reports and presentations on:
· DDC marketing and advertising 
· Dewey editorial activity and future work plans
· Library of Congress-Dewey section and CIP activities
· Activities of the Library of Congress Acquisitions & Bibliographic Access directorate
The OCLC Research report was not given, as Diane Vizine-Goetz was unable to attend, but will be sent out at a later date
The committee discussed options for funding DDC development.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One follow-up electronic meeting has been scheduled for October 2017.  Meeting 140A will consider updated exhibits on topics discussed at meeting 140, but which required further work, plus some other updates.  
The next face-to-face meeting of EPC, Meeting 141, is tentatively scheduled for June 11-12, 2018, at OCLC headquarters in Dublin, Ohio.
