SAC16-ANN/9
[bookmark: _GoBack]
ALA ALCTS CaMMS Subject Analysis Committee ALA Annual Conference, Orlando, July 2016
Report from the American Association of Law Libraries
Submitted by Lia Contursi, AALL Liaison to SAC



On January 29 2016 the Classification and Subject Cataloging Policy Advisory Working Group (CSCAG) of the American Association of Law Libraries sent to the Library of Congress Policy and Standards Division (PSD) a feedback on the essay about the use of demonyms: Demonyms for Local Places in LC Demographic Group Terms: Analysis of the Issues: A Thought Experiment prepared by the Library of Congress PSD. The paper was originally distributed to the wide library community in November 2015. CSCAG responded that from the perspective of law cataloging it is not particularly worthwhile using demonyms and that it would be especially complicated to establish demonyms for local places. However if PSD decides to move forward with this project, law catalogers would advocate to disambiguate all local demonysms separately. The form that would be more efficient would be [Place] resident.

CSCAG has reviewed instruction J230 of the Manual for the application of LCGFT (Library of Congress Genre/Form). The Manual is currently in its draft version. The text of instruction J230 on Legislation and Legislative Histories gives specific guidelines regarding the use of the term Law commentaries. CSCAG sent a proposal to PSD with changes that would allow the use of the additional term Statutes and codes together with Law commentaries for special cases when a commentary contains the entire text of the law in its integrity and presented separately from the commentary itself.

CSCAG has started the project of retrospective application of law genre/form terms. In order to identify records for each term, the Working Group (WG) is systematically analyzing one term at a time. For each genre the WG composes strategies for advanced searches and considers all the possible variations of the language in titles and subject headings. Then the searches are executed in local databases, thus identifying appropriate records for law lcgft. OCLC ID numbers are extracted from each set of results and then consolidated. The plan is to send crosswalks to OCLC with the OCLC ID number for each record with the corresponding lcgft. The process is not exhaustive but CSGAG hopes to be able to target the large majority of bibliographic records with some meaningful outcomes. The law genre/form terms analyzed so far are Treaties, Casebooks, Constitutions and Legislative hearings.
 


