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TO:    		ALA/ALCTS/CaMMS Subject Analysis Committee
FROM:  	John DeSantis, representative from IFLA
SUBJECT:  	Report of the IFLA Standing Committee of the Classification and  
                        Indexing Section

Membership
Eight new members have joined the Standing Committee. They are Marie Baliková (Czech Republic), John DeSantis (USA), Mauro Guerrini (Italy), John Hostage (USA), Sun Mi Kim (Republic of Korea), Wen Song (China), Janis Young (USA), Elena Zagorskaya (Russian Federation).  Jo-Anne Bélair (Canada) was reelected Chair for the 2011-2013 term, Magdalena Svanberg (Sweden) was reelected Secretary for the 2011-2013 term, and Sandy Roe (USA) was elected Information Coordinator for the 2011-2013 term.
2011 Program

The Classification and Indexing Section presented a two-hour program “Bridging Domains, Communities and Systems” the afternoon of August 16. The program was well attended and included presentations on Simple Knowledge Organization System (SKOS), the semantic web, and controlled LC subject headings and classification through the web. The section is looking into publishing one of the presentations. Links to most of the full papers are provided at http://conference.ifla.org/past/ifla77/classification-and-indexing-section.htm.
The section met twice during the conference to coordinate and report on activities, evaluate the San Juan program, and make plans for its 2012 programs. The section also approved its strategic plan.
Subject Access by National Bibliographic Agencies
The section’s Working Group on Guidelines for Subject Access by National Bibliographic Agencies, chaired by Yvonne Jahns, met early this year and submitted a final draft on the IFLA website in May for worldwide review. The comment period ended in July and resulted in mostly positive comments and valuable ideas. Two meetings of the working group were held during the conference, mostly to discuss the comments. A final version of the guidelines was submitted in early November 2011 for approval by the Classification and Indexing Standing Committee and the Bibliography Standing Committee. Once they are approved, it is hoped the guidelines will be published in 2012.
Namespaces
The Namespaces Task Group, under the leadership of committee member Gordon Dunsire, has been sharing information on specific namespaces activities concerning ISBD, RDA, MulDiCat and the W3C incubator group. The group met once during the conference and was joined by a large number of observers. Currently the group is waiting for IFLA to take action on the issue of bibliographic standards. The current proposal is a new Standing Committee on Standards, which would have representation from members in each section. The group now sees its work as ongoing and may need to change from a task group to a full-fledged working group.
MulDiCat
The responsibility for the Multilingual Dictionary of Cataloguing Terms and Concepts (MulDiCat) now falls under Standing Committee member Anders Cato (Gothenburg University Library, Gothenburg, Sweden). Even though this project originated in the Cataloguing Section, it now involves all bibliographic sections. It is also intended to be used when translating IFLA documents and other cataloguing codes. MulDiCat is now also available as a SKOS file on the new IFLA namespace.
2012 Conference
The section is making plans for its program at the 2012 IFLA conference in Helsinki. The theme of the program will be “Subject Access Now: Inspiring, Surprising, Empowering.” Papers are now being solicited and proposals may be sent by February 15 to: magdalena.svanberg@kb.se
In addition, the section is planning a satellite conference following the IFLA conference in Tallinn, Estonia. The theme of the satellite conference will be “Beyond Libraries: Subject Metadata in the Digital Environment and Semantic Web.”  Papers are now being solicited and proposals may be sent by February 15 to: lynne.howarth@utoronto.ca
The web site for the Classification and Indexing Section can be found at http://www.ifla.org/en/classification-and-indexing.

