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The MARBI agenda for Midwinter 2012 includes an extended discussion of the “The Future Role of MARBI in Relation to the Bibliographic Framework Transition Initiative.”  MARBI’s charge makes no mention of MARC21 as its primary focus, but the extensive overlap between MARBI and the MARC Advisory Committee has raised questions about how these bodies can contribute to and participate in developing a new encoding model for bibliographic data. The questions posed for the discussion can be found at http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/mw2012_age.html.
MARBI is also discussing two documents of interest to SAC:
Proposal No. 2012-01: New Data Elements in the MARC 21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats for Medium of Performance.  This proposal follows up on a discussion paper reviewed at Annual 2011.  As work on the Library of Congress Genre/Form Thesaurus proceeds, it has become clear that the current practice of giving medium of performance as part of a 650 subject heading often also reflecting form of composition will be changed, treating medium of performance as a separate characteristic. The proposal asks for more detailed coding than RDA requires, including data elements designating soloists, doubling instruments, number of instruments or voices, and the minimum number of performers needed.  The proposal includes two options: extension of the 382 field (Medium of Performance), already defined in the bibliographic and authority formats; and creation of a new 6XX field.
Discussion Paper No. 2012-DP01: Identifying Titles Related to the Entity Represented by the Authority Record.  This discussion paper explores the use of a new 67X field in the authority format to make data about works with a particular relation to the entity in an authority 1XX more readily available for machine use.  Currently such titles are often embedded in 670 notes and not easily extracted.  While the discussion paper focuses on relationships between titles and established names, such a field might also be used for the titles of works about persons, or for the relationship between the title of a “Work cat.” and the 1XX subject heading it warrants.  Automated processes could add the subject heading to catalog records for the specified title created before the heading was available.
Follow up from MARBI at Annual 2011

Proposal No. 2011-04:  Adapting Field 377 (Associated Language) for Language of Expression in the MARC 21 Authority and Bibliographic Formats.  The proposal redefined field 377, Associated Language, from the authority format to record also the language of an expression in addition to the language of a person or corporate body.  Field 377 $a (language code) was also supplemented with $l (language term) and was added to the bibliographic format.  The proposal was approved, and the MARC21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats were updated with field 377 in September 2011.

Proposal No. 2011-05: Broadening field 373 (Affiliation) for Associated institutions in the MARC 21 Authority Format.  The proposal sought to redefine field 373 to include a wider array of institutional affiliations. After discussion, the change of the field name was modified to “Associated Groups” to enable its use to express relationships with both institutional and less formal named groups.  The proposal was approved, and the change was made to the MARC21 Authority Format in September 2011.

Proposal No. 2011-10: Geographic Codes in the MARC 21 Classification Format.  The proposal defines field 034, Coded Cartographic Mathematical Data, and field 043, Geographic Area Code, from the bib and authority format for use in the classification format.  The geographic area represented corresponds to the entity in the 153 field.  The proposal was approved, and the 034 and 043 fields were added to the MARC21 Classification Format in September 2011.
Proposal No. 2011-11: Addition of 1st Indicator Value 7 (Other edition specified in $2) in DDC Number Fields in the MARC 21 Bibliographic, Authority and Community Information Formats. The bib, authority, and community information formats lacked the second indicator 7/$2 option to record a DDC source other than first indicator 1,“Full edition” or first indicator 2, “Abridged edition.”  There are cases where a translated edition of DDC does not derive from either the full or abridged edition.  The proposal was approved, and the 7/$2 option to specify other editions of DDC was added to the MARC21 Bibliographic, Authority, and Community Information Formats in September 2011.
Proposal No. 2011-12: Defining subfield $q for assigning agency in field 084.  The proposal called for adding $q for assigning agency to field 084, Other Classification Number, in the bib format.  This change is requested by the German National Library (DNB), where differing classification numbers from the same source are assigned for different purposes (to substructure different series vs. for searching, indexing, and selecting) by different units of the DNB. The proposal was approved and the 084 $q subfield was added to MARC21 Bibliographic Format in September 2011.
Discussion Paper No. 2011-DP05: Additional Means of Identifying Medium of Performance.  This discussion paper has returned as a proposal for MARBI at Midwinter 2012 and is discussed above.
