Usage of the term “undocumented immigrants” surpasses the usage of “illegal aliens” as evidenced by a literature review of titles present in major databases such as WorldCat, Academic Search Complete, and ERIC. A review of the Google Books corpus via the Ngram viewer shows while “illegal aliens” has been more frequently used, its usage is on the decline as compared to usage of “undocumented immigrants.”

The following tables and charts lists the results of searches performed in the 4 databases listed above for the terms “illegal aliens” and “undocumented immigrants.”

WorldCat: An online catalog of 2 billion plus titles from 172 countries
A KEYWORD search for “undocumented immigrants” and a KEYWORD search for “illegal aliens” NOT “illegal aliens” as SUBJECT (LCSH) were done in WorldCat/Connexion. There is a steady increase in the usage of the term “undocumented immigrants” (for ex, an over 200% increase in usage since 1991) while for “illegal aliens” the numbers fluctuate and there is actually a decrease in usage from 2011 onwards:

	Years
	Undocumented Immigrants
	Illegal aliens

	        -1900
	0
	19

	1901-1910
	0
	0

	1911-1920
	1
	2

	1921-1930
	0
	0

	1931-1940
	2
	4

	1941-1950
	1
	2

	1951-1960
	4
	11

	1961-1970
	4
	5

	1971-1980
	31
	272

	1981-1990
	53
	185

	1991-2000
	122
	289

	2001-2010
	478
	564

	2011-2020
	583
	316













					








Google Books Ngram Viewer: An online search engine that searches scanned texts in the Google Books project covering sources printed between 1500-2008.
A comparative search for “undocumented immigrants” and “illegal aliens” in the English corpus shows that while “illegal aliens” has been used more widely than “undocumented immigrants” there is a perceptible decline in the usage of “illegal aliens” over the last two decades and especially from around the late 1990s. Usage of “undocumented immigrants” shows minimal decrease.
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ERIC (Education Resources Information Center): A database of journals from the current index of Education and Resources in Education Index. A search for “undocumented immigrants” across all fields yielded 604 results spanning the years 1972-2016. There is a steady increase in usage of this term over the last four decades (1475% increase). A similar search for “illegal aliens” yielded only 58 occurrences from 1972-2010 with a decrease of about 88% in usage over the last four decades. 
	Years
	Undocumented immigrants
	Illegal aliens

	1972-1982
	20
	27

	1983-1993
	178
	20

	1994-2004
	91
	8

	2005-2016
	315
	3




Academic Search Complete: A multidisciplinary database indexing over 13000 journals. A search for “undocumented immigrants” across all fields yielded 7319 occurrences between 1931-2016. There is continued increase in usage with about a 131% increase over the last 2 decades. A similar search for “illegal aliens” yields 5081 occurrences between 1931-2016. There is an increase in usage for the term “illegal aliens” as well though the percentage of increase over the last two decades is much lower (about 38%).
	Years
	Undocumented Immigrants
	Illegal aliens

	1931-1941
	9
	9

	1942-1952
	2
	2

	1953-1963
	3
	2

	1974-1984
	38
	64

	1985-1995
	431
	480

	1996-2006
	2063
	1899

	2007-2016
	4773
	2625
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No. of occurences

Undcoumented Immigrants	-1900	1901-1910	1911-1920	1921-1930	1931-1940	1941-1950	1951-1960	1961-1970	1971-1980	1981-1990	1991-2000	2001-2010	2011-2020	0	0	1	0	2	1	4	4	31	53	122	478	583	Illegal aliens	-1900	1901-1910	1911-1920	1921-1930	1931-1940	1941-1950	1951-1960	1961-1970	1971-1980	1981-1990	1991-2000	2001-2010	2011-2020	19	0	2	0	4	2	11	5	272	185	289	564	316	



No. of occurrences

Unodcumented immigrants	1972-1982	1983-1993	1994-2004	2005-2016	20	178	91	315	Illegal aliens	1972-1982	1983-1993	1994-2004	2005-2016	27	20	8	3	



No. of occurrences

Unodcumented Immigrants	1931-1941	1942-1952	1953-1963	1974-1984	1985-1995	1996-2006	2007-2016	9	2	3	38	431	2063	4773	Illegal aliens	1931-1941	1942-1952	1953-1963	1974-1984	1985-1995	1996-2006	2007-2016	9	2	2	64	480	1899	2625	
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