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Beginning January 23, 2013, the Dewey Section began assigning Library of Congress Classification (LCC) stems to Electronic Cataloging in Publication (ECIP) titles cataloged by the U.S. National Library of Medicine (NLM).  NLM catalogs all clinical medical ECIP titles, but these ECIPs currently do not receive LCC numbers unless the published book is selected for the collections at the Library of Congress.  In order to streamline the processing of these books and in order to provide the LCC in the pre-publication bibliographic record, Dewey Section classifiers now perform a Classification Web correlation search for all titles cataloged by NLM and assign the relevant LCC.  The LCC stem, including established topical Cutter numbers, appears in the 050 field of the CIP bibliographic record. As of May 31, 2013, the Dewey Section classifiers have added the LCC stem to 650 CIP records.

Michael Panzer, the new editor in chief of the Dewey Decimal Classification, made his first official visit to the Library of Congress in his new role on February 27, 2013.  Mr. Panzer will maintain an office at the Library of Congress and plans to spend one day a month here.

Dewey Section Head Caroline Saccucci represented the Library of Congress at the Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee (EPC) Meeting 136 at OCLC headquarters in Dublin, Ohio, May 13-14, 2013.  Ms. Saccucci gave a joint presentation with Dr. Julianne Beall to the EPC on AutoDewey, a program that utilizes the number assigned to a work from the Library of Congress Classification number to generate a Dewey classification number in a semi-automatic way to classify works of literature by individual authors. At this meeting, Dr. Beall gave brief presentations on a number of EPC exhibits. Ms. Saccucci’s attendance at this meeting is a role change from the previous section head, who did not participate in editorial functions.


Ms. Saccucci has been working with the African/Latin America/European (ALAWE) Division to implement AutoDewey more fully in that division in order to take advantage of all the development for literature of most countries in Latin America, France, and Italy. By fully implementing AutoDewey in ALAWE, Dewey Section staff can focus on more complex DDC assignment and better meet the needs of Dewey users by providing DDC to even more titles.  Ms. Saccucci has also developed the algorithms for AutoDewey for German literature.  She also gave an AutoDewey presentation to the ABA Supervisors Forum. Based on the positive response from supervisors in other divisions, she will work on algorithms for other European literatures. She will work with Dr. Beall and David Williamson, ABA Cataloging Automation Specialist and AutoDewey programmer, to include the new algorithms and make them available to catalogers at LC.


Ms. Saccucci corrected problems and inconsistencies with the monthly statistics and reorganized the distribution shelving to better reflect the staff assignments.  She taught several RDA training courses and reviewed the RDA cataloging of a number of catalogers.  She is now the primary linguistics classifier, principally responsible for all materials classified in the 400s.

On June 2, 2013, the U.S. General (USGEN) and U.S. and Publisher Liaison (USPL) divisions within the Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access Directorate reorganized into two new divisions, the U.S. Arts, Sciences, and Humanities (USASH) and the U.S. Programs, Law, and Literature (USPRLL) divisions.  The Dewey Section is now under the U.S. Programs, Law, and Literature (USPRLL) Division with Karl Debus-López as chief. Ms. Saccucci is now program manager of the Dewey Section, which includes the DDC Program at the Library of Congress.  


In FY2012, the Dewey Section staff and others added DDC to 92,099 bibliographic records.  From October 2012-May 2013, the total classified is 56,489.

