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The full briefing document for Library of Congress staff attending ALA is available on the LC web site at http://www.loc.gov/ala/mw-2011-update.html.  It consists of information about all Library service units, divisions, and offices, and covers initiatives undertaken since the ALA’s Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., in June 2010.

GENERAL

LC Booth.  The Library of Congress Exhibit Booth is no. 1751 in the San Diego Convention Center.  Visitors to the booth are encouraged to take a brief survey to help CDS better understand current professional interests, needs and uses of industry products and services.

Electronic Resources Online Catalog. On Sept. 30, 2010, the new Electronic Resources Online Catalog was made available to the public on the Library of Congress Web site (http://eresources.loc.gov/). Our ER Pilot Team, ER Stakeholders Group, and Technology Policy staff cooperated to make this catalog a reality. With this new catalog the subscription databases can be browsed alphabetically or by subject area, and journals can be searched by title, subject, keyword or browsed alphabetically. There are a number of freely accessible Web sites  recommended by staff and a selection of e-books, both subscription and free public access.


While free public access resources are available anywhere, subscription resources are available only on-site within one of the reading rooms at the Library of Congress. However, the new ER Online Catalog will help remote users plan their visit to the Library to ensure the best use of resources and time; discover titles within a database to which their local library may subscribe; identify resources that may be requested via Inter-Library Loan (ILL); and discover a wide variety of vetted “free” resources useful for research.
ILS and OPAC Upgrades.  In November 2010, LC successfully upgraded to Voyager 7.2.0 and also plans to soft launch Ex Libris’ Tomcat OPAC interface within the next several weeks.  The current OPAC interface will remain available for some unspecified period of time for searchers who wish to use it.
Collection Development Office.  For the past fifteen years, the Library has not had a central collections development coordinating office. Under the direction of the Associate Librarian for Library Services, work is underway to re-establish such a unit, to be called the Collection Development Office (CDO). In August 2010, Library Services issued a document, “Authorities and Responsibilities of the New Collection Development Office.” Currently, administrative steps are being taken to officially establish the Office as an independent entity within Library Services, with a target for completion early in calendar year 2011.  


The Collection Development Office will be established initially with a staff of five, including the Collection Development Officer, a statistician, and three collection development specialists.  Long range, CDO staffing may grow to nine, with the addition of an administrative Officer, budget and performance management analyst, information technology specialist, and an additional collection development specialist.

XML Data Store Project.  Work progressed on implementation of an XML data store whose goal is to provide “seamless access” across all of the types of metadata that describe LC collections. The MarkLogic server, which is a native XML database that enables the building and deployment of next-generation applications, was loaded with over 17 million OPAC records, and the performance of the server was studied and tuned. The beta implementation, which will be internal to LC, is targeted for January 2011. It will focus on the OPAC data, although during the beta period the Library's Encoded Archival Descriptions (EADs) and Performing Arts Encyclopedia digital collections will be tested for integration into the system.  Besides “one box” searching the system will have multiple faceted search capabilities.

Personnel Changes.  Helena Zinkham was appointed permanent chief of the Prints and Photographs Division.  Beth Davis-Brown was appointed program coordinator in the Cooperative and Instructional Programs Division.


Judith Mansfield, chief of the US/Anglo Division; Dennis McGovern, former chief of the Decimal Classification Division; Peter Young, chief of the Asian Division; and Bob Hiatt, descriptive policy specialist in PSD, retired Dec. 31.  Bob worked at LC for 42 years, the last 19 of them in PSD.
GENERAL CATALOGING
Library of Congress Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control. The Library continues to pursue several projects in response to the recommendations of the LC Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control in its report “On the Record,” including the RDA test, and harvesting ONIX data for reuse.  The Working Group's final report and recommendations, published in January 2008 as On the Record, are available at www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future. Also available on the Web site is Deanna Marcum’s response, dated June 1, 2008, to the Working Group.
Cataloger’s Desktop.  In 2010, the Library of Congress launched Cataloger’s Desktop 3.0, a major modernization of its popular Web-based subscription service of that compiles cataloging and metadata resources. Desktop now provides access to more than 300 electronic manuals, cataloging and classification standards, procedures, and resources. Version 3.0 added operational enhancements that greatly expanded its search and information-discovery features: cutting-edge searching and navigation techniques, including fuzzy matching; finding/excluding similar resources; dynamic drill-downs; contextual analysis; search relevancy; remembering search histories; query federation; faceted search drill-downs; and a search engine that adapts to a user’s search behavior. 
ECIP Partners. The ECIP Cataloging Partners Program gained three new member libraries since the ALA Annual Conference.  The University of Pennsylvania joined the program and went into production on July 8, 2010. Queens Public Library and the Frick Art Reference Library joined the program in late autumn.  The ECIP cataloging partners collectively cataloged 4,365 titles in fiscal 2010.

Addition of AMS headings to ECIP Records. American Mathematical Society index terms are included in ECIP records for AMS publications in addition to, not in place of, Library of Congress Subject Headings. AMS index terms appear in MARC 21 field 650 with the second indicator value “7” and the subfield 2 code “msc,” the source code for the Mathematics Subject Classification. In addition, a pilot began mid-August to evaluate the feasibility of incorporating the AMS classification schemes in bibliographic records through an automated subject heading generation process.

BISAC Codes/Automated MARC 21 Records from ONIX.   The US and Publisher Liaison Division continued to enhance its ONIX/MARC converter program to generate bibliographic descriptions that can be edited by librarians. During FY 2010 a total of 2,810 bibliographic records were produced by the ONIX/MARC converter. A recent enhancement to ONIX records is the BISAC (Book Industry Subject and Content) codes that the publisher supplies. These codes are used in the book industry supply chain and in book stores to group similar publications together, e.g. drama, history, cooking, etc. At the request of publishers, LC has started including these BISAC codes in the MARC 084 field and also converting these codes into their textual equivalents, which are given in the 650 field with the second indicator value set to “7” (Source specified in subfield $2) and “bisacsh” in subfield $2. There are usually one code and one subject string. These codes and subject headings provide greater subject access for users.

DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGING

Dept./Department.  The Library of Congress will not change headings with the abbreviation “Dept.” to the fuller form at this time.  Between August 20 and October 1, 2010, the Library requested comments from the library community on changing “Dept.” to “Department” to follow the longstanding AACR2 provision (which is also incorporated into RDA) using the full word “department” in headings unless it is abbreviated by the body on the resource from which the name has been taken.   The few comments received by the Policy and Standards Division via email showed a clear preference for making this change but the limited response did not constitute a mandate.  In addition, those opposed to the change had solid reasons for not undertaking the change at this time.  Consequently, PSD will not proceed with implementing the change now.  The issue will be reviewed again, following a decision regarding implementation of RDA.

BIBCO Standard Record.  LC implemented the BIBCO standard record as its default level of cataloging for textual materials in October 2010. This BSR replaces the BIBCO Core Level Standard for Books that had been LC’s base level of cataloging since 1997. Additional standards for non-textual materials are being developed and some will be implemented at LC when they are approved.


The BSR Metadata Application Profile represents a “floor” record that promotes an essential set of elements to support user tasks to find, identify, select, and obtain needed resources. Emphasis is given to access points, not to extensive descriptive data. The BSR includes elements that are mandatory for all records, and those that are mandatory where applicable. It avoids requiring unessential and redundant elements. Although records following the BSR are considered to be as full as is necessary for user tasks, the BSR also emphasizes cataloger judgment to provide elements above the “floor” if the additional information is warranted based on cataloger judgment, awareness of additional local user needs, local business factors, local system or program needs, etc. The Library of Congress has also supplemented the MAP with a few additional mandatory and mandatory if applicable elements.


With the implementation of the BSR, all LC records for textual materials are once again coded with the value “pcc” in MARC field 042.  The Ldr/17 (Encoding level) in completed records will be “8” (for CIP titles at the prepublication stage) or blank (for all other titles). At the Initial Bibliographic Control (IBC) stage, non-CIP records will continue to be identified as being “in-process” with encoding level 5.

RDA Test.  Library Services is working with the National Library of Medicine and National Agricultural Library to test the proposed cataloging standard, Resource Description and Access, for feasibility, compatibility with existing metadata, cost-effectiveness, and user satisfaction before decisions are made regarding implementation of the new standard. The testing began with a 3-month learning period from July through September 2010, followed by the formal test record creation period from October through December. The three national libraries will host two open meetings, for vendors and for the general community, at the San Diego Convention Center on Sunday, Jan. 9, in conjunction with the ALA Midwinter Meeting.  The vendors’ meeting will be from 8:00-9:00 a.m.  The participants’ general-interest meeting will be from 10:30 am to 12:00 p.m.  The U.S. National Libraries RDA Test Steering Committee is co-chaired by Christopher Cole (National Agricultural Library) and Beacher Wiggins (Library of Congress).

Romanization Tables.  The romanization table for Vai was approved by the ALA Committee on Cataloging: Asian & African Materials (CC:AAM) and will be available online at the ALA-LC Romanization Tables homepage, http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/roman.html, as well as in issue number 128 of Cataloging Service Bulletin.  The proposals for the revision of the Thai Romanization table also appear in issue number 128 of CSB and comments are welcome by March 31, 2011.
SUBJECT CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION

New Editions of LC Classification Schedules. Available from the Cataloging Distribution Service are the new print 2010 editions of the M (Music and Books on Music), N (Fine Arts), PN (Literature (General)), and T (Technology) schedules.  Print 2010 editions of the K Tables and the P-PZ Tables are also available.

Library of Congress Subject Headings, 32nd edition (2010).  The 32nd edition of LCSH, which contains over 317,000 subject headings (almost 9,000 more than in the 31st edition), is available for purchase.  It continues to feature a sixth volume entitled Supplementary Vocabularies, which includes free-floating subdivisions, genre/form headings, and children’s subject headings. Supplementary Vocabularies is also sold as a stand-alone item.

Classification Web. A number of enhancements to Classification Web were being tested at the end of 2010.  They included the addition of personal names from the LC/NACO authority file; expansion of the correlations feature to provide correlations between the National Library of Medicine classification and LCC; a new design; improved navigation tools; and an updated help file. These enhancements were achieved while preserving users’ familiarity with the former system. At the same time, there were also upgrades of the internal system to ensure continuous operation and better performance.
New Heading Proposal System.  In late January PSD will implement a new system for creating online subject and genre/form proposals.  It will be similar to the classification proposal system and will employ the same login and password currently used for classification proposals.  The new system will streamline the process for proposing new and revised subject headings.  

Authorities & Vocabularies.  By October 2010, the Authorities and Vocabularies Website contained the Library of Congress Subject Headings (containing more than 400,000 records) and the Thesaurus for Graphic Materials, along with several other lists of controlled terms used with MARC 21; two lists of preservation terms; and cryptographic hash marks. These registered, controlled vocabularies are expressed in SKOS format (Simple Knowledge Organization Schema).  In the spring of 2010, the Library of Congress implemented the “Terminology Suggestion” feature, through which PSD has received 16 suggestions for new or updated subject headings.  
Applications developed using LCSH/SKOS data include: 
· The HIVE (Helping Interdisciplinary Vocabulary Engineering) project (Metadata Research Center, University of North Carolina) that is exploring automatic application of LCSH terminology to bibliographic information; 
· Library of Congress Subject Headings (ZVON.org), providing robust LCSH searching geared toward human users; 
· EUROVOC (European Union), which is supporting a developing, interoperable union list of vocabularies in the EU; 
· STW Web Services (German National Library of Economics); 
· TELplus WP3.1 (The European Library), a full-text search engine prototype using LCSH subject heading vocabulary; 
· Browsing LCSH (Universitätsbibliothek Braunschweig); 
· LC Subjects.org, a mirror site to id.loc.gov that allows institutions to create their own URIs and do experiments with LCSH data; and, 

· a project at the National Diet Library (Japan) using LCSH in both English and Japanese headings.
Links between LCSH and the Bibliothèque nationale de France’s RAMEAU service. To provide portions of LCSH in additional languages within Authorities & Vocabularies, LC is working with the Université Laval, Canada, for its French-Canadian subject heading system, Répertoire des vedettes- matière, based on LCSH, and with the national libraries of Chile and Spain for their respective Spanish subsets of LCSH. In 2010, LC also began exploring possibilities with the Bibliotheca Alexandrina for Arabic-language headings.

Children’s and Young Adults’ Cataloging Program.  As of September 2010 the Annotated Card Program was officially renamed the Children’s and Young Adults’ Cataloging Program.  The Library of Congress initiated the Annotated Card Program in the fall of 1965 and it is one of its oldest programs.  Though renamed, the program will continue to provide the same services.   The new name, which now contains the word “cataloging,” better defines the activity of the program.  The inclusion of “children” and “young adult” in the name specifically identifies the audience for the types of materials handled by the program.  The Children’s Literature Section, under the U.S. and Publisher Liaison Division, is responsible for the Children’s and Young Adults’ Cataloging Program, and catalogs a wide range of fiction.  The records created, which include an objective and succinct summary of the book, are primarily used by publishers, school libraries, and public libraries.  The section also develops new children’s subject headings, proposes changes to existing headings, monitors the policies and practices of children’s cataloging, keeps abreast of trends in children’s publishing, and responds to queries related to the cataloging of children’s and young adults’ material.  The Children’s Literature Section actively participates in the American Library Association Committee on Cataloging of Children’s Materials and solicits its advice and feedback when developing policy for children’s cataloging.   

072 Pilot Project.  One of the action items in the Cataloging Policy and Support Office’s (CPSO, now PSD) 2007 report “Library of Congress Subject Headings: Pre- vs. Post-Coordination and Related Issues” was to “Continue to develop automated authority record generation and validation to simplify the cataloger’s effort and to improve accuracy for new subject headings assigned” (see section 3(f) of the report).  PSD will be launching a pilot project in 2011 to add MARC 21 field 072, Subject Category Code, to a subset of LCSH authority records.  This project will add the Subject Headings Manual instruction sheet number, for example H 1150, to the subject authority records for applicable topical subjects.

Example: 

072         $a H 1180 

150         Orchids [sh 85095334]


The presence of this number will indicate that the heading falls into the category covered by the guidelines in that instruction sheet, and that the free-floating subdivisions listed in that instruction sheet are valid for use under the heading.  The idea is that computers could be used to recognize whether an individual subdivision is appropriate for use with an individual heading.  Computers also could use that data to automatically validate a new subject string when no existing subject heading string is available for matching.  Currently, “heading control” functions such as OCLC’s can determine only whether a particular subdivision exists, not whether it is applied appropriately.  Subdivision records have included the corresponding 073 codes for the Subject Headings Manual instruction sheet numbers, and this process would complete the connections.


Results of this pilot project will be reported before any decision is made to expand the effort.  SACO libraries should not use the 072 field yet.  Because of the experimental nature of the project, the Library of Congress’ Policy and Standards Division will be the only institution adding data in the 072 field until further notice.  

LCSH Validation Records.  The creation of validation records continued at a steady pace during 2010, with 33,200 records created programmatically, a very substantial increase over 2009’s production of 8,500. To date there are over 80,000 validation records in the LCSH master file.  These records were generated from LCSH subject heading strings used in bibliographic records at least 20 times, and for which no authority records had previously been created. The first A-Z sweep through the bibliographic database has now been completed.  The addition of validation records facilitates machine validation of subject access points for cataloging agencies that use LCSH.

Subject Headings for Cooking and Cookbooks. In the largest project ever undertaken to change specific vocabulary in LCSH, in 2010 PSD completed the change of “cookery” headings to “cooking” and introduced the term “cookbooks.”  To accomplish the change, 788 proposals for new, deleted, or changed subject headings were required.


Approximately 100,000 associated bibliographic records require revision to subject access points, of which more than 40,000 were completed by the end of September.  Of the remaining 50,000 to 60,000, each will have a MARC field 655 containing the genre/form term Cookbooks added manually, record by record. 

As is customary when the Library of Congress is considering a large-scale change to LCSH, PSD publicized the planned change widely and invited comments from the community. The 98 comments received showed that the library community would welcome the change in general, and the comments helped PSD decide among alternatives for particular changes.  This project also allowed PSD to authorize the use of the genre/form heading Cookbooks and to apply it.  The application of this particular heading offers an opportunity for an intimate glimpse into the cultural record.

Subject Heading Projects.  The Netherlands Antilles, an autonomous country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, was dissolved on October 10, 2010.  The islands of Bonaire, Saba, and Sint Eustatius are now special municipalities of the Netherlands proper.  Curaçao and Sint Maarten are constituent countries within the Kingdom of the Netherlands.  The name authority work for these changes was completed in December, 2010, and investigation into the impact on LCSH is ongoing.  While the heading Netherlands Antilles and its many subdivisions remains valid, this jurisdictional change affects geographic qualifiers, broader terms, and possibly headings in which Antillean or Netherlands Antillean are qualifiers.  

The project to add 053 fields to over 200 subject authority records for U.S. Civil War battles has been completed.  The project also involved adjusting dozens of captions and notes in the classification schedule for the war. 

PSD has also approved proposals to establish headings for several popular culture and library-related concepts, including iPad (Computer); Campaign promises; FAST subject headings; and FRAD (Conceptual model).
GENRE/FORM TERMS

Revision of MARC coding, LCCNs. PSD will cancel and reissue all of the approximately 700 genre/form authority records no earlier than March 1, 2011.  The new genre/form authority records will have an LCCN prefix of “gf”(e.g., gf2010000015), and the then-deprecated “sh” LCCN (e.g., sh2010025010) will be retained in MARC 21 field 010$z.  The new MARC coding in the authority records will be as follows:

008/11: z (“Other”)
040$f: lcgft 

After the new authority records are distributed, all LCGFT terms used in bibliographic records should be coded:

655 -7 $a [Term]. $2 lcgft 

When the changes to the MARC coding were announced in June 2010, many libraries expressed concern that the ability to control headings in OCLC would be lost.  PSD understands this concern and will cancel and reissue the new authority records no earlier than March 1, 2011 so that OCLC and others have time to update their software, thereby ensuring that LCGFT terms will continue to be controlled. 


PSD plans to cancel and reissue all of the approximately 700 existing LCGFT authority records in the same week, in order to provide a clear demarcation in coding practices.  


The firm date for the reissuing of the records will be announced when it has been determined.

Cartography Project.  Approximately 65 cartographic genre/form terms were approved in mid-May and the LCSH form subdivisions used for maps were revised on August 18, 2010.  LC implemented the new genre/form headings and revised subdivisions on September 1, 2010.  PSD is beginning to draft an instruction sheet on the application of genre/form terms for cartographic materials.  SACO proposals are now being accepted.

Law Project.  On November 3, 2010, PSD approved approximately 80 genre/form terms for law materials, marking the culmination of a successful partnership with the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), whose members developed a thesaurus of law genre/form terms and presented it to PSD.   The Library of Congress plans to implement the terms in new cataloging in early 2011; a separate announcement will be made when the specific date has been determined.


AALL’s thesaurus also includes approximately twenty terms that are not specific to law. Instead, they represent genres and forms of general reference works that are heavily collected by law and other libraries (e.g., academic theses, dictionaries, and directories). PSD is continuing to examine these terms, including developing the syntactic relationships between and among them, and plans to add them to LCGFT within the next several months.


Not yet represented heavily in LCGFT are terms for religious law.  LC catalogers and PSD have collaborated to develop a list of Jewish law genre/form terms that should be proposed.  Many terms for religious law aren’t strictly legal, but may also be cultural or religious in nature, and therefore overlap with the religion project.  PSD would like to develop partnerships with librarians of religious law who can help develop genre/form terminology in their areas of expertise.    

Music Project.  PSD is collaborating closely with the Music Library Association to deconstruct existing topical headings into their constituent genres/forms, carriers, and mediums of performance, so that those elements can be separately coded and searched.  To date, PSD and MLA have agreed upon approximately 800 genre/form terms.  The lists of agreed-upon genre/form terms, as well as mediums of performance, may be viewed at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genremusic.html.  
Religion Project.  The American Theological Library Association (ATLA) and PSD have partnered to develop the genre/form terms in the area of religion, and ATLA is also coordinating the participation of smaller library organizations organized around religion, such as the Catholic Library Association.  ATLA has created a wiki for interested parties to suggest terms and discuss issues related to them.
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