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The full briefing document for Library of Congress staff attending ALA is available on the LC web site at http://www.loc.gov/ala/an-2010-update.html.  It consists of information about all Library service units, divisions, and offices, and covers initiatives undertaken since the ALA’s Midwinter Meeting in Boston, Massachusetts, in January 2010.


GENERAL

LC Booth.  The LC booth theater will again feature LC staff giving presentations on a variety of topics.   Webcasts will also be screened.  Of special note are two showings of the HISTORY Modern Marvels program featuring the Library of Congress that aired on June 10, 2010.  In the hour-long episode, titled “The Real National Treasure,” more than 50 staff members of the Library and the Architect of the Capitol are interviewed about the Library’s vast array of activities. The program will be repeated in the booth on Monday, June 28, at 3:00 p.m.

National Book Festival.  The 2010 National Book Festival will be held on Sept. 25, 2010 on the National Mall. To promote the festival, which this year celebrates “A Decade of Words and Wonder,” the poster will again be available for distribution at the Library of Congress exhibit booth at ALA Annual Conference.
	All of the previous festival Web sites have been combined into a single Web site (http:///www.loc.gov/bookfest) that is being updated throughout the summer with “day-of” interviews with authors from previous festivals as well as prior festival attendees.

ILS Upgrade.  The Library is planning to upgrade the LC ILS to Voyager 7.2.0 in November 2010 and does not anticipate any significant disruption in service to users.  The OPAC will also be updated to the Tomcat interface at that time.  Any planned outages will be announced on the OPAC sites prior to the upgrade.

XML Data Store Project. Work progressed on implementation of an XML Data Store whose goal is to provide “seamless access” across all of the types of metadata that describe LC collections.  After testing with a pilot in early 2009, a MarkLogic Server, which is a native XML database that enables the building and deployment of next-generation applications, was purchased and installed in the fall of 2009, and analysis took place on the initial applications to be loaded.  The initial implementation is focusing on the OPAC data, the Library's Encoded Archival Descriptions (EADs), and several digital collections.  Besides “one box” searching the system will have special geographical and faceting capabilities.  In May a series of demonstrations were held inside LC with a Beta version of the system expected this September.

Metaproxy Installation.   An improved and augmented protocol interface to LC's Voyager databases, Metaproxy, is being soft-launched in June 2010.  This interface accepts SRU and Z39.50 protocol searches and conditions them for submittal to the limited Z39.50 implementation on the Library's Voyager system.  It then takes the MARC records retrieved from Voyager and converts them to the format specified in the original search, MARC 21, MARCXML, or MODS.  The software also manages error messaging about the request in a manner that is helpful to the searcher system.
	Additional Voyager files will be Z39.50 and SRU accessible through Metaproxy including the Handbook of Latin American Studies and the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped Online Catalog.  The new Metaproxy will also enable Z39.50 and SRU protocol access to name and subject authorities from a database mounted outside of Voyager (since Voyager cannot process Z39.50 and SRU protocol searches of authority records).  Name and subject authorities have been copied to a Zebra database where they are also kept up-to-date weekly.  Metaproxy and the Zebra database software are open source products from IndexData.  Metaproxy replaces the current Indexdata Yaz protocol interface to Voyager that has been very valuable in enabling Z39.50 and SRU for the last 6 years.  

Prints and Photographs Online Catalog.  LC launched a new Prints & Photographs Online Catalog (PPOC) on March 23, 2010.  In addition to completely rebuilding the application with a new search engine and new application framework, an inviting new interface was also provided.  The new URLs for individual items are now persistent and thus more easily crawlable by external search engines. The result is a beautiful, highly visual presentation of some of the Library of Congress’ amazing content.  http://www.loc.gov/pictures/.  

Encoded Archival Description Finding Aids. In 2010, LS Collections and Services divisions created more than 270 new EAD archival finding aids, bringing the total number of LC EAD finding aids to 947.  Users can access nearly 31 million archival items in LC’s collections through these documents, an increase of nearly 7 million archival items in the past year.
	A new discovery application for Library finding aids is in onsite beta test, replacing the Library’s two InQuery-based search systems with a single native XML platform (currently eXist). This application is METS-based, incorporating EADs using the EAD XML schema and MARCXML descriptive metadata. 

Revision of Mandatory Copyright Deposit Requirements.   On Jan. 25, 2010, the Copyright Office issued an interim regulation regarding the mandatory deposit of online-only works (http://www.copyright.gov/fedreg/2010/75fr3863.pdf). The regulation exempts electronic works published in the U.S. and available only online (e.g., with no print version) from the mandatory deposit provision, subject to a demand for deposit of copies or phonorecords of such works issued by the Copyright Office.  Under the new rule, demands will initially be limited to electronic serials; other categories of online-only works may be added by subsequent regulatory changes pursuant to the Library’s collection needs.  The regulation also specifies that a complete copy of an online-only work must include metadata and formatting codes and establishes new best edition criteria for electronic serials available only online.
	The regulations apply to the mandatory deposit requirement of copyright law and are part of a larger effort by the Library of Congress to build its collection of electronic works, starting with online journals. The interim regulations are structured so that online-only works remain exempt from mandatory deposit until the Copyright Office, at the request of the Library, issues a demand for deposit copies or phonorecords. Under this plan, the Copyright Office will initially limit its demand to 100 titles from 38 publishers of electronic serials, specifically journals that publish no more often than weekly and have the same appearance, formatting, and regular publication schedule as print serials. The Library estimates that more than 5,000 scholarly journals are now available only online with no print counterparts.

Ft. Meade Offsite Storage Facility.  The Library began to move special format collections into Modules 3 and 4 and the four Cold Storage Rooms at Ft. Meade.  Modules 1 and 2 are now completely full, and house more than 3 million books and bound periodicals.  The process of transferring special format collections from Capitol Hill and the Landover Center Annex to Ft. Meade is expected to extend over a two year period at the end of which approximately 32 million pieces in 237,000 trackable containers will have been transferred.  Collections that are scheduled for transfer to Ft. Meade include: 10 million manuscripts; 400,000 reels of microfilm masters; 4 million microfiche; 4 million photographs; and 542 thousand maps.

Digital Scanners Provided to Library Users.  In addition to offering access to collections through newspaper digitization and leased electronic resources, the Serial & Government Publications Division continues to improve onsite user needs by now providing five ST-200 digital scanners that allow patrons to download images from its collection of newspaper microfilm to their flash drives or laptops.  The Division is also the first library in the U.S. to offer patrons use of the Book2Net digital scanner to scan select images of the Library’s print newspapers, periodicals, government publications and other special collections onto flash drives.


GENERAL CATALOGING

Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control.  As the next phase of its investigation into the creation and distribution of bibliographic data in U.S. and Canadian libraries, Library Services contracted with R2 Consulting LLC of Contoocook, N.H. to research and describe the current marketplace for cataloging records in the MARC format, with primary focus on the economics of current practices, including existing incentives and barriers to both contribution and availability.  The resulting Study of the North American MARC Records Marketplace was completed in October 2009 and is available at http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/news/MARC_Record_Marketplace_2009-10.pdf.  Ruth Fischer will be the keynote speaker at the Program for Cooperative Cataloging Participants Discussion Group on Sunday, June 27, Washington Convention Center Room 144 A-C, 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Automated CIP Claiming.  In February 2010, LC implemented automated Cataloging in Publication claiming. This allowed LC to claim more than 32,000 books that should have been sent to the Library by the publishers, and LC saw an immediate increase of CIP receipts. By April a temporary backlog of high priority CIP books was processed by the Library’s selection officers. Implementation of automated CIP claiming will ensure that the Library receives books for which it provided the publisher with pre-publication data.  The additional items will enrich the Library’s collections. Claims will be processed on a monthly basis.

Mongolian Materials.  The Russia Section of the Germanic & Slavic Division, motivated by a recent gift of almost 400 items from the Republic of Buryatia (an autonomous region of the Russian Federation), has begun a special project to process and, in some cases, reassign materials in the Mongolic languages.  With the help of a native Mongolian speaker, working on contract, the section has created initial bibliographic control records for most previously uncontrolled material. It is now beginning the second phase of the project, which will involve subject analysis and assignment of LC Classification to the items in the backlog.  Materials in Buriat and Kalmyk, languages related to Mongolian have also become part of the project.  The availability of copy cataloging in OCLC should facilitate this aspect of the project.  In the end, approximately 3,000 items will be processed.  The work on the largest portion of this material, Mongolian, involves making decisions on the treatment of Mongolian personal names--an issue which was raised as part of initial work on the Mongolian backlog.  The Policy & Standards Division is coordinating the resolution of the name heading issues with the library community in ALA.

Cataloger’s Desktop Demonstration. A free Desktop demonstration and training during ALA will be held at the Library of Congress on June 28 from 1:30PM– 2:45 PM in the Pickford Theater, Madison Building. 


DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGING

RDA Test.  Library Services is working with the National Library of Medicine and National Agricultural Library to test the proposed cataloging standard, Resource Description and Access, for feasibility, compatibility with existing metadata, cost-effectiveness, and user satisfaction before decisions are made regarding implementation of the new standard. With the co-publishers’ recent announcement that RDA Online will be released in June 2010, the testing is expected to begin with a 3-month learning period over the summer, with actual creation of records in the test to run from October through December.  Information about the U.S. RDA Test itself is available at http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/.  Questions about the RDA content can be sent to LChelp4rda@loc.gov. 

LC Documentation and Training Materials for the RDA Test.  Documentation, policy decisions, training materials, etc., developed by the Library of Congress for the U.S. RDA (Resource Description and Access) Test, have been posted to http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatest.html.  This includes documentation about the U.S. RDA National Test Plan, Reconsidering the Cataloging Treatment of Reproductions, etc.  All interested parties, whether participating in the RDA Test or not, are welcome to use and modify these files for their local situations.  Note that these files represent decisions just for the RDA Test, some of the decisions may be changed as a result of feedback from the Test or rescinded, should the decision be to not implement RDA.  Many of the documents are working drafts.  As some decisions are modified due to other decisions, updated versions will be posted.  

MARC Format Updates for RDA.  The MARC Formats were updated ahead of the annual schedule in order to complete publication of the changes that pertained to RDA cataloging instructions in time for implementation for RDA testing.  Update #11 was published in February along with a summary of the RDA-related changes on the MARC site (http://www.loc.gov/marc/RDAinMARC29.html).

Automated MARC 21 Records from ONIX.  The U.S. and Publisher Liaison Division has continued to enhance its ONIX/MARC converter program.   Four catalogers were assigned to the pilot project.  The converter program will also be tested in the RDA environment. New developments with the ONIX/MARC converter were discussed at the Cataloging in Publication Advisory Group meeting on Saturday, June 26th. As of May 25, 2010, the catalogers have added 1,719 records from nine suppliers, representing approximately 100 imprints, to the Library of Congress Online Catalog through this process.  The ONIX database has a pool of about 17,000 pre-publication bibliographic records that are searched for cataloging data.

Geographic Coordinates in LC Name Authority Records.  The Library of Congress completed a cooperative project with OCLC to receive and distribute revised name authority records for jurisdictions in order to add geographic coordinates in 034 fields (Coded Cartographic Mathematical Data).  The coordinate data was extracted by the OCLC Office of Research from the 670 field and online geographic databases as part of FAST (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology).  This project followed successful efforts by OCLC to enhance authority records with geographic data including 043 fields (Geographic Area Code) and 781 fields (Subdivision Linking Entry--Geographical Subdivision).  LCCNs of sample records that illustrate the coordinate additions are:  n  00004724,  n  00005017, and  n  00001407.  Approximately 77,000 name authority records were enhanced during this project, and the revised records flowed through the normal NACO contribution and distribution streams.  Any questions regarding the data content of these records can be directed to:  Policy and Standards Division at policy@loc.gov. 

Korean Romanization Bibliographic File Maintenance.  Three documents that give the details of the Library’s plan for making changes to authority and bibliographic files to bring them into conformance with the recently revised Korean Romanization and word division guidelines are available at URL: http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/koreanbfm.html

VIAF. Expansion and improvements to the Virtual International Authority File (http://viaf.org/) have continued apace.  VIAF membership recently has expanded to include Library and Archives Canada (LAC), the Getty Research Institute, and the NUKAT Center of Poland, a union catalog of Polish academic and research libraries.  Testing continues for requests to join from the National Institute of Informatics (NII) of Japan, the National Library of Slovenia, and the National Library of Hungary.  Starting in May 2010, VIAF matching expanded beyond personal names to include corporate names, which by extension will include conferences and geographic names.  


SUBJECT CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION

New Editions of LC Classification Schedules. The new editions of two schedules are now available:
 P-PA: Philology and Linguistics (General), Greek Language and Literature, Latin Language and Literature (2010 edition); and PL-PM: Languages of Eastern Asia, Africa, Oceania; Hyperborean, Indian, and Artificial Languages (2010 edition).

Library of Congress Subject Headings, 32nd edition (2010). The 32nd edition of LCSH is now available continues to feature a sixth volume entitled Supplementary Vocabularies.  It includes free-floating subdivisions, genre/form headings, and children’s subject headings. Supplementary Vocabularies is also sold as a stand-alone item.

Other Publications Available for Purchase.  Free-Floating Subdivisions: An Alphabetical Index, 22nd edition; Subject Headings Manual, Update No. 1 (2010); Library of Congress Rule Interpretations, 2010 Updates.

Classification Web demonstration. A free Class Web demonstrations/training during ALA will be held at the Library of Congress on June 28 from 1:30-2:45 p.m. in Dining Room A.

Authorities & Vocabularies.  The vision for the Authorities & Vocabularies service http://id.loc.gov,
 which went live in April 2009, is focused on the automatic generation of metadata for digital documents, digital tables of contents, and digital summaries. The service will provide code lists, subject headings, and other terminologies, which can be used to automatically provide codes, suggest subject headings and alternate terminology from various lists, and enrich searching.  The Authorities & Vocabularies service is free and open to the public for searching, downloading, and linking to any of the data contained in the service.
	Authorities & Vocabularies provides links between LCSH and RAMEAU, and LC is exploring with the National Library of Spain and the National Library of Chile the possibility of providing LCSH/SKOS in Spanish and with the Université de Laval for providing RVM (Répertoire de vedettes-matière) for the French Canadian concepts.  Additionally, the service recently added terms from the Thesaurus for Graphic Materials, the MARC Code List for Relators, Preservation Events, Cryptographic Hash Functions, and Preservation Level Role.
	Priorities for enhancement include: 1) enhanced human search functions, including the non‑preferred term search; 2) experiments to discover feasibility of a social tagging function in which users could suggest alternate terminology; 3) experiments in developing a subject suggester function; 4) re-design of the search results screen to display the visualization; and, 5) expanded use of eye-readable labels for terms and on browse lists.   Long‑term goals include adding more vocabularies, such as MARC Geographic Area Codes and MARC Language Codes. 

Pre- vs. Post-Coordination in LCSH.  PSD has completed a review of the status of the initiatives and projects outlined in the 2007 report on pre- versus post-coordination of LCSH.  The status review, entitled “The Policy and Standards Division’s Progress on the Recommendations made in ‘Library of Congress Subject Headings: Pre- vs. Post-Coordination and Related Issues’” was approved by the Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access Directorate (ABA) managers in May and is available to the public through LC’s web site at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/pre_vs_postupdate.pdf.  

LCSH Validation Records.  As of June 2010, there are more than 45,000 subject validation records.  These records were generated from LCSH subject heading strings used in bibliographic records, for which no authority records had previously been created.  The objective of this project is to enable more machine-validation of subject headings assigned in bibliographic records.

Reclass of LAW 7 Titles.  Work on the retrospective conversion project to assign K schedule classification to previously unclassified legal documents continued within the Law Section of the U.S. Publisher and Liaison Division. As of the end of April, 10,271 items had been reclassed this fiscal year.

Subject Headings for Cooking and Cookbooks.  On the June 2, 2010 Tentative Weekly List, PSD approved revisions to approximately 800 subject headings for cooking and cookbooks, to replace the word “Cookery” with “Cooking” (e.g. Cooking, Cooking (Butter), Cooking for the sick, Aztec cooking, Cooking, American--Southwestern style).  In approximately 500 additional authority records, the reference structure for a heading was revised but not the heading itself (e.g., Brunches, Comfort food, and Tortillas had the broader term Cookery); in such cases the revisions were made offlist.    
	A new topical subject heading Cookbooks and a genre/form heading Cookbooks have also been approved, and are available for use.
	Most of the Children’s Subject Headings in the form Cookery--[ingredient] have been cancelled in favor of the adult heading Cooking ([ingredient]). However, three of those headings have been retained and revised: Cooking (Buffets), Cooking (Garnishes), and Cooking (Natural foods). 
	Distribution of the revised authority records began on June14th and will continue until completed.  The revision of Subject Headings Manual (SHM) H 1475, “Cooking and Cookbooks,” is forthcoming and will be posted as a PDF file on the Cataloging and Acquisitions web site, http://www.loc.gov/aba/, and will also be included in SHM Update Number 2 of 2010, to be distributed in the fall.

Subdivisions for Video Recordings.  The subdivisions  –Video catalogs, --Video recordings for foreign speakers, –Video recordings for French, [Spanish, etc.] speakers, and –Film and video adaptations were revised or cancelled on March 3, 2010.  This marked the final phase in the cancellation of headings and subdivisions for video recording forms and genres in LCSH in accordance with the decision announced on November 6, 2009 in the paper entitled “Decision Regarding the Final Disposition 
of LCSH Headings for Video Recordings.” 

Subject Heading Projects.  Since the Midwinter Meeting, PSD has undertaken several short-term projects to update subject headings and references, to bring them into alignment with current standards as defined by the Subject Headings Manual, or to modify outdated language.  Some examples are as follows.
· The project to revise headings qualified by religion (e.g., Monasteries, Lutheran) into direct order has been completed.
· All shopping centers that were established in LCSH have now been established in the name authority file, pursuant to PSD’s 2009 ruling to move them into SHM H 405 Group 1.
· A question from a cataloger led PSD to realize that the heading Frankenstein (Fictitious character) was being improperly used for both Dr. Frankenstein and for Frankenstein’s monster.  The headings Frankenstein (Fictitious character) and Frankenstein (Fictitious character) in literature have been cancelled and replaced by two different headings, Frankenstein, Victor (Fictitious character) and Frankenstein’s monster (Fictitious character).  The bibliographic records have also been corrected.
· The Folger Shakespeare Library is working on a project to establish every Shakespearean character through the SACO program.  PSD has determined that characters with non-unique names (e.g., Clown, Bianca) should be represented by a single heading; in effect, the headings will be undifferentiated names.
PSD has also approved proposals to establish headings for two events currently in the news.  LCSH now includes the headings Eyjafjallajökull Volcano (Iceland) and Deepwater Horizon Explosion and Oil Spill, 2010.  The former was a SACO proposal made by the University of Washington and the latter proposal originated in PSD.  


GENRE/FORM TERMS

Genre/Form Thesaurus to be Separated from LCSH.  The genre/form thesaurus is now entitled, Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials (LCGFT).  This title will appear in print for the first time in the Supplemental Vocabularies volume of the 32nd edition of LCSH.  A separate MARC source code “lcgft” has been assigned to distinguish headings in LCGFT from LCSH headings. The authority records will be revised as follows.
· Byte 11 of the fixed field (008/11) will be coded “z” (“other”)
· The 040$f  will be coded lcgft
In bibliographic records, terms from LCGFT will be coded:  655 -7 $a [Term.] $2 lcgft
		Additionally, LCCNs with the distinctive prefix “gf” will be used as record control numbers.  The authority records will be revised to reflect these changes within the next few months, and PSD will provide at least six weeks’ notice before making these changes.	
	PSD is also beginning work on a separate, self-contained, manual for genre/form terms and is investigating the possibility of extracting LCGFT from Supplementary Vocabularies and publishing it separately.  

Moving Image and Sound Recordings Projects.  The moving image and sound recording headings have moved out of the development stage and are now being maintained.  

Cartography Project.  Approximately 65 cartographic genre/form headings were approved in mid-May and the subdivisions used for maps will be revised in late summer, with LC implementation to occur soon thereafter, but no earlier than August 1, 2010.  PSD will announce the firm implementation date as soon as it becomes available.

Law Project.  The American Association of Law Libraries continues to work with PSD to revise its report, “Genre/Form Terms for Law Materials.”  Online proposals for the headings will be created in mid-2010, with formal approval to follow.  In addition, LC’s Hebraica Cataloging Section is conferring with the Jewish Theological Seminary and other interested groups to develop a list of headings for Jewish law.  LC will implement law genre/form headings submitted by AALL in the beginning of 2011.  

Music Project.  PSD is collaborating closely with the Music Library Association to deconstruct existing topical headings into their constituent genres/forms, carriers, and mediums of performance, so that those elements can be separately coded and searched. 

Religion Project.  The American Theological Libraries Association (ATLA) is partnering with PSD to develop genre/form headings for religion.  Janis Young, LC’s genre/form coordinator, moderated a round table presentation on genre/form headings at the ATLA conference in June 2010.
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