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This report covers the material presented and discussed at the SACO-At-Large meeting held at on January 9, 2011 at ALA Midwinter in San Diego, Calif. The meeting was led by Paul Frank from the Library of Congress. 

1. Program update. In fiscal year 2010, PCC libraries made 3,930 successful SACO proposals and 482 successful change proposals. The number of new subject authority records was up 5.11% over the previous year. These figures do not include Library of Congress contributions. Also, PCC libraries contributed 418 new classification numbers and 10 class number changes. 

2. Membership. The program has seen a significant growth in membership, especially in regard to SACO funnel projects. New or emerging funnels include the Slavic Funnel, the MLA Music Funnel, and there is the possibility of a future law funnel. 

3. Change in how proposals are made. The Library of Congress will be implementing a new system for authority record proposals from PCC libraries, to be called Minaret. The current web-based proposal system will be replaced by a system that requires a subscription to ClassWeb. There will be separate proposal interfaces depending on the type of subject heading proposed, topical, geographic, genre, etc. Diacritics will be done differently than in the past; users will be able to paste text with diacritics directly into the proposal form. This new system will require that users notify SACO by email upon submitting a proposal.

Minaret will automate the creation of weekly lists, and within each list, approved headings and changes will be grouped by type (topical, geographic, etc.), and related proposals will be presented together using indentation.   

4. Changes in SACO governance. In the past, membership in SACO was automatically granted upon achieving NACO authorization, but this will now change. Now, libraries will be required to apply for membership in SACO. Moreover, seminars – in person or live – will be required for new members or for those whose records regularly have problems. 

Existing members can continue as in the past. But those whose records regularly have problems will be asked to take refresher training. Also, COOP now has the authority to end membership in the SACO problem. 

5. Presentation by Janis Young.  

SACO participants may now contribute proposals for new and revised cartography genre/form headings. An instruction sheet is in progress. Some semantically similar headings have been merged (e.g., Plat maps has been merged into Cadastral maps).

All 155 form/genre authority records will be at once cancelled and replaced in order to give the records new number prefixes. Previously, genre/form authority records were numbered just like subject headings, e.g., sh 85051576. Now they will have numbering that begins with the prefix gf.  

Janis next described projects related to new genre / form proposals. 

Law Project: No SACO proposals yet, but the law genre/form project has begun. Religious law still lacks many needed headings. 

Music Project: COOP is working closely with the music program and has about 800 terms. One remaining task is to define "medium of performance."

Religion Project: COOP is working with ATLA on this. What is genre/form in the religious context? Does it include liturgical objects? Do we qualify terms by religion?

072 (Subject Category Code ) Field. This field will routinely begin to be added to subject authority records. The field contains the Subject Cataloging Manual rule number that pertains to the heading in question. It will be used to help validate or control subject strings that contain subdivisions. 

