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Since the 2010 ALA Annual Meeting in Washington, DC, the Subject Analysis Committee has continued to be active, primarily on the CCS-SAC mailing list. While SAC as a whole has not been inundated with activity during this period, various subcommittees, task forces, and working groups have begun or continued to work on various projects. These are addressed below.

Appointment of a liaison to OLAC/CAPC Moving Image LC Genre/Form Heading Best Practices Task Force

SAC was invited to send a liaison to the OLAC/CAPC Moving Image LC Genre/Form Heading Best Practices Task Force. Deborah A. Ryszka accepted the appointment as the liaison and made her first report to SAC at Midwinter 2011.

SAC/LC Free-floating Subdivision Review

One of the larger projects over the past year has been a review with Library of Congress (LC) of the LCSH free-floating subdivisions. After ALA Annual, SAC began Phase Three of the project. Another group of volunteers was organized to examine free-floating subdivisions in order to make recommendations as to: 
· which subdivisions are obsolete and therefore could be cancelled, 
· which subdivisions are nearly synonymous and therefore may be combined,
· whether new patterns headings are needed, 
· which subdivisions may need to be revised or reworded.
The working group began discussing subdivisions that fit these criteria. The discussion has led to some potential recommendations to the Library of Congress. There is some overlap with a project of the SAC Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation. The two groups will coordinate efforts. This project is ongoing; it will continue through 2011.

LCGFT Pre-Conference for ALA Annual 2011

The second major project undertaken by SAC was the development of a pre-conference for ALA Annual 2011: “What IS it, anyway? Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials.” After receiving approval from SAC to pursue this preconference, the SAC chair and Janis Young, Senior Cataloging Policy Specialist from Library of Congress submitted a proposal for a preconference to CCS-Exec. It was approved with suggestions. The proposal was then taken to ALCTS Program Planning, which also approved the proposal. The preconference is on the ALA Annual preconference schedule for Friday, June 24, 2011 from 8:30 to 5pm. The SAC chair submitted the final title, the final preconference description, the speakers’ names, and an outline of the structure of the preconference to ALCTS Program Planning. The speakers for the conference are Janis Young of LC, Yael Mandelstam of Fordham University Law Library, and Beth Iseminger of Harvard College Library. At ALA Midwinter 2011, the SAC chair and Janis Young met again with ALCTS Program Planning to discuss progress on the preconference. ALCTS Program Planning stated that our preconference looked like it was in good shape. Work will continue leading up to ALA Annual in New Orleans.

SAC Faceting Task Force

Activity began on the newly formed SAC Faceting Task Force. The group began to get organized after Annual 2010. One of the first activities was to begin a literature search on faceting and building an annotated bibliography via a wiki established at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The group, which has been informally established, is working with the SAC chair to establish a charge. 

SAC Research and Presentations Working Group

Activity began on the newly formed SAC Research and Presentations Working Group. The group began to get organized after Annual 2010. The focus of this group has been on finding a topic and a speaker for ALA Midwinter 2011. As the group moves forward, additional emphasis will be placed on identifying literature, blog postings, research, etc., relevant to the SAC community, and establishing a communication mechanism for such information.

SAC and the Subject-related Entities and Relationships in RDA

The Joint Steering Committee for Development of RDA (JSC) is moving forward with the subject-related chapters of RDA. In the next six months, it is expected that the JSC will begin preliminary work on this area. In order to be prepared for the upcoming efforts, the chairs of SAC and CC:DA met with the ALA Representative to the JSC to discuss the development of a process for ALA responses to subject-related proposals and papers. As these chapters will be addressing subject analysis issues, the responses are not under the purview of CC:DA, yet SAC has no experience in working within the structured JSC framework and is not formally charged to respond to the JSC. The chairs of SAC and CC:DA and the ALA JSC representative proposed to CCS Executive Board a possible approach to handling this situation. 

The proposal was for CCS Exec to appoint a SAC Liaison to CC:DA. SAC would be the decision-making body for formulating the ALA responses, and the decisions would be communicated to CC:DA at CC:DA meetings. The SAC liaison, who would be a voting member of SAC and a non-voting liaison on CC:DA, would: 1) work closely with the ALA representative to the JSC on subject-related issues, and 2) chair a standing SAC subcommittee established to respond to the subject-related JSC proposals and papers. The subcommittee would investigate these issues and formulate a response, which would be presented to SAC for approval. The chairs of SAC and CC:DA and ALA JSC representative would like to see more collaboration between the two committees in the future as many of the issues in RDA may start to blend both descriptive and subject aspects, and a discussion/reporting structure has already been established under CC:DA. ALCTS CCS Exec approved this proposal on Sunday, January 9, 2011. On Monday, January 10, 2011, SAC formally approved the creation of the SAC Subcommittee on RDA. Volunteers will need to be recruited, once a liaison has been appointed. A joint meeting between SAC and CC:DA is planned for ALA Annual 2011, tentatively scheduled for latter half of the Monday morning CC:DA meeting. 

Activities at ALA Midwinter 2011, San Diego, California
The ALA Annual meetings held January 9 & 10, 2011 contained reports from the following subcommittees, representatives, and liaisons: 

· American Association of Law Libraries

· Art Libraries Society of North America
· Dewey Decimal Classification
· Dewey Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee

· Dewey Section

· IFLA

· LC 's Policy and Standards Division

· MARBI
· Music Library Association

· OCLC Fast Project

· OLAC/CAPC Moving Image LC Genre/Form Heading Best Practices Task Force
· SAC Faceting Task Force
· SAC Research and Presentations Working Group

· SAC Subcommittee on FAST
· SAC Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation 

· SACO at Large

· Sears List of Subject Headings

As part of the SAC Monday Presentation Series, John Mark Ockerbloom, digital planner and researcher at the University of Pennsylvania, gave a presentation on linked open subject authority data and how it can be used to improve subject cataloging and browsing. He described how the LC data is structured, including an overview of RDF and SKOS, and explained how he has used it to improve The Online Books Page and the Penn Libraries’ catalog. He also showed how he augmented and enhanced the authority data from LC, and discussed how widespread use of linked bibliographic and authority data may change how we build and use catalogs in the future. The presentation was well attended. Discussion was lively, and extended the presentation length from 1 hour to 90 minutes.

Strategic Plan Updates

Goal Area 2. ALCTS defines best practices and develops and promotes national and international standards

· SAC continues to support the FAST project.

· SAC continues to support LCSH and LCC.

· SAC continues to support DDC.
· SAC will begin work the subject-related portions of RDA, working with the ALA Representative to the Joint Steering Committee for the Development of RDA and CC:DA.
· SAC is working toward a program at ALA Annual 2011 on the application and development of Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials (LCGFT).

Goal Area 4. ALCTS collaborates with organizations with similar or complementary interests

· SAC and LC’s Policy & Standards Division have been engaged in an evaluation of the free-floating subject subdivisions of LCSH.

