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FAST (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology)

FAST is an enumerative, faceted subject heading system derived from the Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH).  It is a general subject vocabulary that is easy to learn and apply and is faceted-navigation friendly

FAST in WorldCat
· FAST headings have been added to OCLC’s WorldCat database.
· In September 2013, OCLC began systematically adding FAST headings to WorldCat bibliographic records that contain LCSH.  To date, 76 million bibliographic records have been enhanced with FAST headings. 
· Records are excluded from FAST enrichment for a minimum of six months from the date of entry.  WorldCat records containing member-assigned FAST headings are not modified by the FAST enrichment process. 
searchFAST 
· http://fast.oclc.org/searchfast/
· searchFAST is a user interface for identifying and accessing FAST authority records and retrieving bibliographic records from WorldCat that have FAST headings.  The following table provides the composition of the FAST authority file by facet in January 2015.

	Facet
	MARC Tag
	Record Count

	Personal Names
	100
	689,487

	Corporate Names
	110
	358,252

	Events
	111
	12,395

	Uniform Titles
	130
	61,610

	Chronological
	148
	676

	Topical
	150
	406,845

	Geographic
	151
	176,497

	Form/Genre
	155
	1,963

	Total
	
	1,707,725


	
	


assignFAST
· http://experimental.worldcat.org/fast/assignfast
· This service implements autosuggest technology to facilitate the manual selection of FAST headings.  The service is intended to be used by software developers to integrate FAST assignment into other applications.  The service is used in the Text View template in OCLC WorldShare Record Manager.
mapFAST
· http://experimental.worldcat.org/mapfast/
· http://experimental.worldcat.org/mapfast/mobile/ 
· This application is a Google Maps mashup that provides map-based access to bibliographic records using FAST geographic authorities. 
· mapFAST allows users to access FAST headings for specific locations, as well as FAST headings for surrounding locations that are also FAST subjects. 
FAST as Linked Data
· http://id.worldcat.org/fast/
· This experimental Linked Open Data service provides access to the FAST data set under the Open Data Commons Attribution License. 
· In addition to links to the Library of Congress Name and Subject Authority files, FAST contains links to the following data sets:
· VIAF (1.2 million links)   
· Wikipedia (150,000 links)
· GeoNames (85,000 links)

· The FAST data set is available for download at: http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/fast/download.html

For additional information, visit the FAST activity page at http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/fast/ or contact Diane Vizine-Goetz (vizine@oclc.org) or Eric Childress (childree@oclc.org). 
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