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You want me to do what?

2Image credit: www.mbkidsboutique.com/whats‐new/index.php/page/11/



TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

3Images from: http://images.google.com/images?hl=en&source=hp&biw=1280&bih=629&q=card+catalog&gbv=2&aq=f&aqi=g10&aql=&oq=g10



GROWING CONCERN  FOR BACKLOG
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ARL Survey1

Barbara Jones’ White Paper2

OCLC Research Survey3

1. http://www.arl.org/storage/documents/publications/special‐collections‐arl‐libraries.pdf
2. http://rbm.acrl.org/content/5/2/88.full.pdf
3. http://www.oclc.org/research/publications/library/2010/2010‐11.pdf
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Image credit: www.pinterest.com
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPCSoslLdoc
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Assess
Backlog Catalog

Set up 
Process
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BROAD 
ACCESS

DETAILED 
DESCRIPTIONSvs.



STREAMLINED PROCESS

• Each collection must be assessed 
• MPLP for cataloging
• Potentially time‐consuming efforts

• Binding description
• Concise and simple 

terminologies
• Assigning call numbers

• Unique local number

9Image credit (right, top): http://www.leonardsbooks.com/what‐we‐can‐do/book‐care‐pages/antiquerare‐book‐restoration/
Image credit (right, bottom): http://www.leonardsbooks.com/what‐we‐can‐do/book‐care‐pages/book‐art/hand‐tooled‐designs/
Image credit (left ‐ printer’s marks): en.wikipedia.org/wiki/



STREAMLINED PROCESS
• Templates, Macros

• Policy documents

• Individualized

• Training
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PROJECT STATISTICS
(COLLECTIONS – PARTIAL LIST) 
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WOO HOO!
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Discussions 
with Curators 

& Dept. 
Heads

Assess 
collections

Select 
collections

Set 
guidelines, 
policies, 
macros…

Train staff

Start 
cataloging!
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5410_|cPurchase;|aOak Knoll Books;|d20151014.

590_ _U.M. Special Collections copy is part of the Caribbean Collection.

655_7 Caribbean Collection|zBahamas.|2local 

7102_ University of Miami.|bLibrary.|bSpecial Collections.|bCaribbean
Collection.|5FMU

655_7 Caribbeana.|2local   

85642|uhttp://library.miami.edu/specialcollections/books‐
periodicals/#caribbean|zAbout the Caribbean Collection

5410_|cGift;|aHelen C. Purdy Foundation;|d20151014.

590_ _U.M. Special Collections copy is part of the Helen C. Purdy 
Florida Collection.

7102_ University of Miami.|bLibrary.|bSpecial Collections.|bHelen C. 
Purdy Florida Collection.|5FMU

655_7 Floridiana.|2local   

7912_Helen C. Purdy Foundation,|edonor

85642|uhttp://library.miami.edu/specialcollections/books‐
periodicals#florida|zAbout the Helen C. Purdy Florida Collection

5410_|cGift;|aJohn Paul Russo;|d20151014.

590_ _U.M. Special Collections copy is part of The John 
Paul Russo Collection of Italian‐American Poetry and Prose.

590_ _U.M. Special Collections copy donated by Dr. John 
Paul Russo.

7102_ University of Miami.|bLibrary.|bSpecial
Collections.|bJohn Paul Russo Collection of Italian‐American 
Poetry and Prose.|5FMU

7901_ Russo, John Paul,|edonor

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

WOO HOO!
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LOCAL TERMS
655_7Floridiana.|2local

655_7Caribbeana.|2local

655_7Florida artists.|2local

655_7Florida sheet music.|2local

655_7Gleason adjacent.|2local

655_7Color printing (Printing)|2rbpri 

655_7Armorial bookplates (Provenance)|2rbprov 

655_7Publishers' advertisements.|2rbgenr 
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655_7Artists' books|zFlorida|zMiami.|2rbgenr 

655_7Accordion fold format (Binding)|2rbbin 

655_7Assemblages (sculpture)|2aat 

655_7Cut‐paper work.|2aat 

655_7Collages (visual works)|2aat

655_7Drawings (visual works)|2aat

655_7Authors' autographs (Provenance)|zFlorida|zMiami|y2015.|2rbprov

655_7Typefaces (Type evidence)|xBaskerville.|2rbtyp
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On frontispiece…

Additional illustrated title 
page…

Text printed in black letter, 
double column…

Woodcut illustrations…

Binding and laid‐in items…

Separate title page…



20

DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGING OF RARE MATERIALS

http://rbms.info/dcrm/

BOOKS SERIALS GRAPHICS

CARTOGRAPHIC MANUSCRIPTS MUSIC
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• RBMS – Rare Book and Manuscripts Section of ACRL

• DCRM – DCRM Users’ Group

• EXLIBRIS – Special collections and librarianship in 

special collections

• SAA ‐ Society of American Archivists

• ARLIS ‐ Art Libraries Society of North America

ELECTRONIC DISCUSSION LISTS
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Image credit: https://www.google.com/search?q=changes+ahead+image&ie=utf‐8&oe=utf‐8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en‐US:official&client=firefox‐a&channel=sb#channel=sb&q=changes+ahead+image&rls=org.mozilla:en‐US:official
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linda.isaac@miami.edulinda.isaac@miami.edu


