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RESOLUTION AGAINST ISLAMOPHOBIA

Whereas The American Library Association policy B.3 Combating Prejudice, Stereotypes and Discrimination (old policy number 60.3) “The American Library Association actively commits its programs and resources to those efforts that combat prejudice, stereotyping, and discrimination against individuals and groups in the library profession and in library user populations on the basis of race, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, creed, color, religious background, national origin, language of origin or disability.”; 

Whereas library staff and patrons who appear to be Muslim have been subject to verbal abuse; 

Whereas arson has been used against at least one Muslim education center1; 

Whereas members of the public have been subject to threats2 and abuse3 while attempting to exercise their religion; and

Whereas places of worship have been subject to vandalism4 and attempts at intimidation5;

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:

1. recognizes the positive  impact that Muslims have made in libraries and library science; 

2. recognizes the contributions that Muslims have made to information and knowledge in regards to the sciences, mathematics, philosophy, medicine and geography;  

3. stands with our colleagues, community members and users in speaking out against Islamophobia; 

4. deplores the hate speech being directed at Muslims from every level of society; and

5. issues a public statement condemning Islamophobia and standing with our Muslim colleagues and users. 

Mover: Christian Zabriskie, Councilor at Large
Seconder: Lauren Comito, Councilor at Large
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1. Title of Resolution: Resolution Against Islamophobia
2. ALA Units and/or Committees Consulted (if any): ALA Washington Office
3. Endorsements by ALA Units and/or Committees (if any):
4. Fiscal implications: Specify the resources needed to carry out the
resolution's directive(s).: None
5. List all parties to whom resolution should be sent:
6. Impact on ALA Policies and Positions: Explain how the resolution supports ALA’s Strategic Plan, its mission, and/or its core values.: This reiterates and supports core values and activities of ALA and the library profession.
6a) ALA general policy or viewpoint: If the resolution sets forth a general policy or an ALA viewpoint, describe.:  American Library Association policy B.3 Combating Prejudice, Stereotypes and Discrimination (old policy number 60.3)
6b) Change in existing policy: If this resolution necessitates a change in existing policy, state the policy number and the change.: none
6c) New policy: If this resolution establishes new policy, describe.: none
6d) Policy conflicts: If this resolution conflicts with existing policy, state provisions for resolving the conflict.: none
7. Initiating Committee or Unit (if any): none
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