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Data licensed as: 
“guides, metadata, 
recommendations, 
audience analytics and 
advanced advertising 
solutions”

“Rovi is leading the way in the 
discovery and personalization 
of digital entertainment. Rovi
helps power top brands 
around the world with market-
leading guides, metadata, 
recommendations, audience 
analytics and advanced 
advertising solutions. With 
products deployed through an 
innovative cloud-based 
platform, Rovi is enabling 
customers worldwide to 
increase their reach, drive 
consumer satisfaction and 
create a better entertainment 
experience.”

http://rovicorp.com/

http://rovicorp.com/


ALLMUSIC GUIDE



ALLMOVIE GUIDE



ALLGAME GUIDE (RIP)



THE ROVI
COLLECTION
• Physical archive of nearly one million CDs, DVDs, Blu-Rays 

and Video Games



THE ROVI
COLLECTION: MUSIC
• Spans mid-1980s to 2014

• American and some international markets

• 681,000 CDs



No. of physical albums



THE ROVI
COLLECTION: MOVIES
• Spans late 1990s to 2014

• 163,000 titles, DVD and Blu-Ray



No. of physical videos



THE ROVI COLLECTION: 
VIDEO GAMES
• Spans 1983-2014

• Bulk of titles mid-1990s 
onward

• 17,000 titles



ROVI METADATA
Provided ROVI with metadata “wishlists”

• Desired elements for music, movies, games
Received brief metadata records from donor

• Selections from our wishlists
Estimated cost of manual cataloging

• $20-25 million over 20 years



ROVI VIDEO 
METADATA
As their metadata is proprietary, this archived copy of our 
presentation has been redacted per our agreement with Rovi.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No:
Cast or crew names
Language or subtitles
Summary
Place of publication



ROVI MUSIC 
METADATA
As their metadata is proprietary, this archived copy of our 
presentation has been redacted per our agreement with Rovi.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NO:
Language
Track duration

Artist  Performer, not composer



PHASED CATALOGING 
PROCESS
Phase 1 – Local Holdings Lookup

UPCs HTTP 
Query

Item 
records for 

Rovi
Holdings

If Found

MSU 
OPAC

MSU OPAC 
XML Server



SAMPLE PHASE 1 
RECORD

http://magic.msu.edu/record=b10740753
http://magic.msu.edu/record=b10740753


PHASED CATALOGING 
PROCESS
Phase 2 – Locating Copy Records

Remaining 
UPCs 

from Phase 
1

SRU Query Download 
Copy 

Records

If Found

Sierra

API



Adding Rovi-data to OCLC copy
• Disc count

• 866 holding info for multi-disc set
• “discs 1-n” as call number suffix

• Format
• As Call number suffix

e.g. Blu-ray/DVD  Blu-ray Video & Video DVD



SAMPLE PHASE 2 
RECORD

http://catalog.lib.msu.edu/record=b11240381%7ES39a
http://catalog.lib.msu.edu/record=b11240381%7ES39a


PHASED CATALOGING 
PROCESS
Phase 3 – Original Record Generation (Video)

Remaining 
UPCs 

from Phase 2

Original 
Records

Sierra

Metadata 
from 

Donor

REST API

If ISBN-like

Download 
Copy 

Records

If Found

If not ISBN-like

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some Amazon ASIN = ISBN
Phase 3 video: 41,530 (25.4%)



GENRE MAPPING 
(BY AUTUMN FAULKNER)

[Column of 
Rovi genre 
terms]

As their 
metadata is 
proprietary, 
this 
archived 
copy of our 
presentatio
n has been 
redacted 
per our 
agreement 
with Rovi.



PHASED CATALOGING 
PROCESS
Phase 3 – Brief Record Generation (Music)

Remaining 
UPCs 

from Phase 2
Brief  

Records

Sierra

Metadata 
from Donor

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Phase 3 music: 383,025 (56.2%)



RECORD COUNT

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Music

Video

Phase 1 Phase 2

Phase 3 Non-loadable

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Phase 1 video: 4083 (2.5%)
Phase 1 music: 5470 (0.8%)

Phase 2 video: 113,041 (69.2%)
Phase 2 music: 284,824 (41.8%)

Phase 3 video: 41,530 (25.4%)
Phase 3 music: 383,025 (56.2%)

Total music title loaded: 673,319 (98.8%)
Total video title loaded: 158,654 (97.1%)

Non-loadable music title: 8,140 (1.2%)
Non-loadable video title: 4699 (2.9%)
Non-loadable: Location is “NULL” or determined as “missing” during preliminary inventory




LIMITATIONS
False Negative in Matching against local catalog & OCLC

• Not all records have UPC
Error in ROVI data

• Wrong disc count
• Wrong format info

• Conflicting data within a bib record
e.g. “1 disc” in 300 but “2 discs” in 866



LIMITATIONS
Circulation

• All-or-nothing for multi-disc sets
• 1 accession number assigned per title
• Accession number used as barcode for circulation



LIMITATIONS
Phase 3 music records

• Corporate name treated as personal names
• No differentiation in original metadata

• No composer names for classical titles
• “Artist” in data means “performer”



UNINTENDED MESS-
UP
Mismatches

• UPC was the only match point
• Multiple hits – pick the longest record

• Cataloging practices
• UPCs of individual vol. recorded in set record
• Set UPC in separately cataloged individual vol. record

• Consequences
• Single-disc title  multi-disc set record
• Multi-disc set title  Single-disc record
• Totally different title (shared UPC code)



UNINTENDED MESS-
UP
“Duplicate” OCLC records

• Records for same title merged on OCLC but not in local 
catalog

• Existing local catalog record has an obsolete OCLC number 
(but different UPC code)

• Phase 1 did not find the existing holding because of the 
unmatched UPC

• Downloaded a OCLC copy (Phase 2) with an obsolete OCLC 
number (019) that matching the one already in local catalog

• ILL request comes in requesting the ROVI copy  creating 
confusion to ILL staff since ROVI holding is not yet on OCLC



STAFF IMPACT

Patrons love Rovi!
• receiving hundreds of MSU patron and interlibrary loan 

requests each week
• had to eventually cap fulfillments at 100 per day for outside 

requests

Requests driving additional work in other units
• Interlibrary services staff pulling/refiling Rovi items
• Catalog maintenance staff processing/packaging items for 

borrowing
• Lucas and AV catalogers correcting records, working on 

special clean up projects



REMEDIES
Continue correcting bib records both on-the-fly and in 
special projects

• workflows being streamlined
Adjusting barcode number for circulation

• Adding disc number as suffix to allow circulating individual 
discs from a set separately 



REMEDIES
Record Enhancement (music)

Phase 3 
Records Enhanced 

Records

SIerra

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Authorized names, track list



Authorized Access Point Lookup

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We were able to construct authorized access points for many records, using Wikipedia links in Discogs artist pages to locate LCCN in Wikipedia and thereby identify authorized forms of name in LC’s Linked Data Service.





MORE MAPPING 
(AUTUMN)



IF WE COULD DO IT 
AGAIN…
Use regular barcode for circulation

• Allow circulation of individual discs separately from the get-go
• Have to print a new barcode label anyway

Additional match points
• Label number (music) and name of publisher?
• Maybe including “disc count” in addition to UPC as match 

point to avoid mismatches??



bartonjp@msu.edu |  makw@msu.edu |  autumn@msu.edu

QUESTIONS?

mailto:bartonjp@msu.edu
mailto:makw@msu.edu
mailto:autumn@msu.edu
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