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2014 ALA Annual Conference Las Vegas
Welcome and Introductions
· 14 in attendance

Discuss membership - We submitted a proposal that was rejected from ACRL because our group is small.  We have an opportunity to gather as a group, but we need to increase our membership.  Suggestions to increase membership were open to the group. - Mike
· What are other ways beside listservs to increase membership?
· Listserv has good ideas and is appreciated.  Create a wiki space for for-profit librarians that allows for mentoring and provides a space that functions as a sounding board. Or, a LibGuide.  Some of us are looking for other librarians facing the same issues we are.  
· Problems with listservs could prevent us from reaching members.  Some mentioned volume of messages populating your inbox as a deterrent.   
· LinkedIn group was proposed by Emily.  It’s free and easy recruit membership.
· Recap of the proposal was given by Mike.  
· Why does who we serve determine where our group belongs?  We pay our dues and deserve to feel a part of ACRL.
· How do we change the perception of for-profit status outside our group?
· ProQuest or other vendors may be open to helping us create a space to present.
· Reaching out to vendors would be a great option, especially when schools that have a lot of money are involved.
· Would vendors be open to this?
· Grants were proposed as an option
· Emily is on the EBSCOhost board and she offered to reach out to them

Discussion of a virtual conference – Emily
· Challenges attending live conferences are folks can’t get here, conference dues are expensive.
· Emily has experience organizing a virtual conference.
· She proposed a 1 to 2 day conference, possibly using Adobe Connect.  Guest speakers, members within our group, a few different sessions.  Many different ways it can be run.
· Group votes in favor of having the conference.
· When should we do it?  Aim for October…
· We should invite ACRL members to attend the conference to change their perspective of for-profit librarianship.
· Holding the conference would be a chance to increase engagement within our group.
· Need help pulling it together (Ruth, Emily, PJ can reach out to EBSCOhost )
· Possible topics proposed were: Copyright, best practices in our field, Student Services, how to work with faculty, electronic resources regarding the approaches vendors take with us.  Make sure we share and have dialog and open discussion time.  Animosity with consortiums could also be topic.  Many people in the conference had been rejected from being able to join consortiums because of for-profit status.  How do you keep your sanity as a for-profit librarian?  Tell us all the hats you wear! Solo librarianship.  How do you advocate for yourself and your budget.
· Emily believes this conference could lead to webinars throughout the year.  Popular agenda items could lead to conference proposals.  
· For-profits don’t suck is proposed title.
· Take a look at your state library conferences.  They seem more accepting than ALA.
· PJ is active with AZ state library association and is planning a conference

Discuss whether we want to attempt another proposal – Mike
· State libraries
· Stick with virtual conference and see what happens.
· We should do as much as we can with each other to communicate and share knowledge
· Is anyone publishing?
· A hindrance to sharing could be there’s a fear among for-profit librarians about what we are allowed to share about our universities.
· Our topics for the virtual conference can be flushed out into proposal topics that would appeal to broader audience.  
· Concerns about time involved with conference participation were brought up.  Consensus was that we need to push through and make this conference happen.
· LIBRIS conference looks for proposals, so that’s an option.





