A small, informal study was conducted to get a sense what proportion of works assigned the Library of Congress Subject heading Illegal aliens are actually about undocumented immigrants, and represent cases where Illegal aliens could be directly replaced with Undocumented immigrants. 

WorldCat was chosen as the source for the random sample (instead of the Library of Congress catalog) in order to include the greatest possible representation of foreign legal materials. 

On 2016-05-30, there were 11,514 records in WorldCat with the phrase "illegal aliens" in a subject heading coded as LCSH. 

These records were downloaded in order by publication date into several local save files (the 11,514 records were divided into batches by date ranges), and then joined into a single file in MarcEdit. 

The "Export Tab Delimited Records" function in MarcEdit was used export the OCLC number, publication date, language, and title/statement of responsibility (245 field) for each record into a CSV file. 

The sample size was determined using a standard formula for sample size for proportion: n = (Z2 × P(1 – P))/e2. The calculation was performed using an online calculator found at http://epitools.ausvet.com.au/content.php?page=1Proportion. For a confidence level of 0.95, a margin of error of 5%, with an estimated true proportion of 0.8, a sample of 246 records was needed. 

Research randomizer (www.randomizer.org) was used to generate a list of 246 unique random numbers between 1 and 11,514:
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In Excel, a sequential number from 1-11,514 was added to each row. The list of all 11,514 records was filtered against the list of 246 random numbers, resulting in an Excel file with the sequential number, OCLC number, publication date, language, and title/statement of responsibility (245 field) for each of the 246 records in the random sample.
Reviewers from the working group reviewed each record in the sample, and put it in one of four categories:

1) Illegal aliens in LCSH in this record refers to undocumented immigrants, not non-immigrant “illegal aliens.” Illegal aliens could be directly replaced with “Undocumented immigrants.”

2) Illegal aliens in LCSH in this record refers to “illegal aliens” as a broad, comprehensive category including all undocumented immigrants and undocumented nonimmigrants. Replacing Illegal aliens with Undocumented immigrants in this record would cause inaccuracies, but Illegal aliens could be directly replaced with Noncitizens.

3) Illegal aliens in LCSH in this record refers to “Illegal aliens” who are not immigrants, such as migrant workers who enter a country without authorization on a temporary basis for seasonal work, victims of human trafficking in a foreign country against their will, international students who have fallen out of status, etc. Replacing Illegal aliens with Undocumented immigrants in this record would cause inaccuracies. Review would be needed to determine what more specific subject headings are appropriate.

4) Undetermined – title, table of contents, summary and other subject headings do not provide enough information to make a reasonable determination. Review would be needed to determine appropriate subject headings.

Since the purpose of this study was to consider the actual, precise topics of works assigned the LCSH Illegal aliens, and not to assess the completeness or quality of subject analysis in individual records, external sources were used when they could be readily identified. Other bibliographic records for the same work were consulted, and if a full-text version was available, it was reviewed.

Each record was categorized by two different reviewers. Two working group members met to discuss and determine the final category for each record that was categorized differently by the two reviewers.

For category 1, the current LCSH definition of Immigrants (“foreign-born persons who enter a country intending to become permanent residents or citizens) was used to determine which works were about undocumented immigrants. For works with ambiguous language in the title and table of contents, we looked for evidence of whether the people discussed in the work intended to immigrate or not. If no evidence could be found, the record was put in category 4. If the title or other parts of a work explicitly referred to "immigrants" or "illegal immigration," we took that at face value and did not attempt to interrogate whether the "immigrants" in question met the LCSH criterion of "intending to become permanent residents or citizens." 

It is worth noting that if a more common, expansive definition of "immigrants" had been used, such as "people who reside permanently or indefinitely in a foreign country," many of the records in category 4 (undetermined) would have put in category 1. 
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1Set of 246 Unique Numbers
Range: From 1 to 11,514— Sorted from Least to Greatest

Set #1

7,16,94,96,140, 161,174,299, 361,409,431, 434,481, 530, 591, 702, 709, 732, 770,791,797, 856,860, 891, 909, 910, 965,998,
1026, 1044, 1073, 1085, 1111, 1134, 1136, 1284, 1377, 1468, 1471, 1491, 1586, 1622, 1628, 1667, 1708, 1741, 1746, 1773, 1787,
1792, 1810, 1811, 1821, 1886, 1951, 2008, 2032, 2038, 2056, 2228, 2305, 2396, 2430, 2607, 2765, 2768, 2828, 2882, 2886, 2903,
2963,2975,3059, 3065, 3158, 3202, 3299, 3556, 3629, 3692, 3714, 3724, 3774, 3789, 3830, 3869, 3884, 3893, 3964,4192,4194,
4217,4218,4259,4425,4437,4471,4607, 4663, 4682, 4695, 4911, 4965, 5000, 5011, 5025, 5046, 5093, 5097, 5156, 5180, 5245,
5250,5392, 5398, 5415, 5500, 5544, 5572, 5635, 5776, 5777, 5865, 5914, 5936, 5938, 5989, 6013, 6066, 6071, 6088, 6121, 6168,
6187,6209,6277,6399, 6434, 6504, 6641, 6697, 6712, 6732, 6781, 6788, 6790, 6867, 6880, 7049, 7134, 7152, 7156,7176,7211,
7305,7313,7362, 7452, 7453, 7459, 7494, 7508, 7527, 7610, 7702, 7712, 7725, 7821, 7850, 7879, 7898, 7950, 7996, 8018, 8069,
8098,8117,8177,8190,8192, 8199, 8240, 8330, 8335, 8413, 8438, 8455, 8493, 8506, 8517, 8519, 8547, 8604, 8643, 8673, 8740,
8955,8975,8977, 9027, 9134, 9153, 9174, 9276, 9297, 9365, 9438, 9449, 9542, 9543, 9576, 9675, 9708, 9777, 9899, 9912, 9927,
9935,9957,9982, 10068, 10141, 10193, 10214, 10236, 10319, 10441, 10465, 10557, 10669, 10697, 10745, 10747, 10852, 10865,
10867, 11011, 11047, 11191, 11222, 11320, 11368, 11383, 11442, 11481, 11507




