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FAST is an enumerative faceted subject heading schema derived from the Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH).  Easier to apply and capable of successful application by non-professionals, FAST provides a rich LCSH vocabulary that is available as a post-coordinate system in a Web environment. OCLC Research has been working to develop FAST for over a decade.  The FAST authority file and range of prototype applications is now available:

· mapFAST
A Google Maps mashup that provides map-based access to bibliographic records using FAST geographic authorities. 

· mapFAST allows users to access FAST headings for specific locations, as well as FAST headings for surrounding locations that also are FAST subjects. 
· Top three user countries: United States, Netherlands, Spain
· We recently released a mobile version, accessible via browser and also available as an Android app. 

· searchFAST
searchFAST is a full-feature user interface for identifying and accessing FAST authority records and can also be used to retrieve bibliographic records from WorldCat.org that have the selected FAST heading.

· Top three user countries: New Zealand, United States, Netherlands
·  "Using Authorities to Improve Subject Searches" by E. O'Neill, K. Kammerer, and R. Bennett describing searchFAST was recently published  in  Cataloging & Classification Quarterly 52, no. 1, 2014.

· FAST as Linked Data
This experimental Linked Open Data service provides access to the FAST data set under the Open Data Commons Attribution License. 


· FAST in WorldCat
In September 2013, OCLC began systematically adding FAST subject headings to WorldCat bibliographic records that already have LCSH assigned.

· Initially, records will be excluded from FAST enrichment until at least six months from date of entry have elapsed. 
· It’s anticipated that the FAST enrichment of record batch process will take at least a year, and that FAST headings will be added to approximately 100 million records.
· WorldCat records containing member-assigned FAST headings will not be modified by the FAST enrichment process. 
· You can limit a search to just FAST headings in Connexion, FirstSearch and WorldCat.org by using the “other subject” index.  The index label is “ho:” for the keyword index, “ho=” for the phrase index and “how=” for the whole phrase index.  As an example, the following search will retrieve records with the FAST heading “Panthers”:  ho: panthers and ho: fast.

· FAST Converter

The FAST Converter is a Web interface for the conversion of LCSH headings to FAST headings.

· assignFAST
This Web Service automates the selection of FAST Subjects using autosuggest technology.   This autosuggest feature from assignFAST has been added to searchFAST.

For additional details and links to all of the FAST services, visit the FAST website at fast.oclc.org or contact either Ed O’Neill at oneill@oclc.org or Eric Childress at childree@oclc.org. 
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