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RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING ALA’S COMMITMENT TO BASIC LITERACY

Whereas the American Library Association's (ALA) mission is to “provide leadership for the development, promotion, and improvement of library and information services and the profession of librarianship in order to enhance learning and ensure access to information for all” (ALA Policy A. 1.2);
Whereas the ALA Policy Manual recognizes that Literacy is a core service and responsibility of all libraries, “The American Library Association reaffirms and supports the principle that lifelong literacy is a basic right for all individuals in our society and is essential to the welfare of the nation” (ALA Policy B 8.1.2);
Whereas ALA “advocates the achievement of national literacy through educational activities utilizing the historical and cultural experiences of libraries and librarians” (ALA Policy B 8.1.2);
Whereas ALA “confirms that libraries of all types, as appropriate to their mission, have the responsibility to make literacy a high priority in planning and budgeting for library services” (ALA Policy B 8.1.2);
Whereas ALA believes “as pioneer and equal partners in the national literacy movement, libraries will continue to take a strong leadership role and must join with other literacy providers to urge local, state, federal, and private agencies to promote active development of literacy on a policy level and to support funding of the literacy services in libraries” (ALA Policy B 8.1.2);
Whereas the ALA 2015 Strategic Plan recognizes Literacy as a Key Action Area as one of seven guiding principles for investment of energies and resources (ALA 2015 Strategic Plan);

Whereas basic literacy is defined as “the ability to use ‘printed and written information to function in society, to achieve one’s goals and to develop one’s knowledge and potential’” (Adopted by the Committee on Literacy June 24, 2005 from the United States Department of Education, 2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy); 

Whereas ALA recognizes many forms of literacies, the core value of basic literacy must be reaffirmed as foundational for people of all ages and is the building block for developing other literacies; 

RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING ALA’S COMMITMENT TO BASIC LITERACY
Whereas ALA supports the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services’ initiatives such as the American Dream Starts @ your library; and

Whereas ALA recognizes the important work, resource lists and toolkits supporting a professional commitment to literacy, such as Literacy for All: Adult Literacy @ your library: now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:

reaffirms and supports the principle that lifelong literacy is a basic right for all individuals in our society and is essential to the welfare of the nation; 

reaffirms the core value of basic literacy as foundational for people of all ages and is the building block for developing other literacies; 

encourages appropriate ALA units and Divisions to actively participate in the Association's Literacy Assembly; and

urges appropriate ALA units and libraries of all types to make basic literacy a high priority by incorporating literacy initiatives into programs and services for all users.




Moved by:  Hadi Dudley, Arkansas Chapter Councilor, 479-721-8920

Seconded by:  Terri (Kirk) Grief, Kentucky Chapter Councilor, 270-519-5225

Endorsed by:  Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, ALA Committee on Literacy
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Resolution author(s): Hadi Dudley, Terri Kirk Grief and other members of the Committee on Literacy E-mail address: hdudley@bentonvillear.com 1. Title of Resolution: RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING ALA’S COMMITMENT TO BASIC LITERACY 2. ALA Units and/or Committees Consulted (if any): Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, ALA Committee on Literacy, Resolutions Committee 3. Endorsements by ALA Units and/or Committees (if any):
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6. Impact on ALA Policies and Positions: This resolution on basic literacy supports, reaffirms and strengthens ALA Strategic Plan, mission and core values.
6a) ALA general policy or viewpoint: This resolution on basic literacy supports, reaffirms and strengthens ALA Policies.
6b) Change in existing policy: This resolution on basic literacy does not change ALA Policies.
6c) New policy: This resolution on basic literacy does not require new ALA Policies.
6d) Policy conflicts: This resolution on basic literacy does not conflict with ALA Policies.
7. Initiating Committee or Unit (if any): Committee on Literacy 8. Pertinent Background Information: Basic literacy sometimes gets overlooked in the myriad of literacy issues. The committee feels it is important to reaffirm ALA's position that basic literacy (the ability to read) is vital to the success of our nation.
9. Mover's Name: Hadi S. Dudley, Arkansas Chapter Councilor
9a) Mover's Local Telephone Number: 479-721-8920
10 Seconder's Name: Terri (Kirk) Grief, Kentucky Chapter Councilor
10a)  Seconder's Local Telephone Number: 270-519-5225




Dear Fellow Councilors,

On behalf of the Committee on Literacy, attached is a Resolution Reaffirming ALA's Commitment to Basic Literacy.  Terri Kirk Grief and I respectfully request your support.  

SUPPORT & BACKGROUND FOR THE RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING ALA'S COMMITMENT TO BASIC LITERACY Literacy is directly supported and endorsed by the American Library Association's mission and professional culture.  Section B 8.1.2 of the ALA Policy recognizes "Literacy as a core service and responsibility of all libraries." Identified as a Key Action Area, literacy is one of seven guiding principles for investment of energies and resources in the ALA 2015 Strategic Plan.  

During the ALA Committee on Literacy meeting held Friday, January 25, 2013 at 2013 Midwinter Meeting in Seattle, Washington, members of the Committee expressed concern about the ongoing crisis in basic literacy in the U.S., and began to identify actions that the Committee can take to increase awareness in the Association and profession. 

The Committee on Literacy clearly recognizes the importance of other literacies such as information literacy, digital literacy, financial literacy, and others, but believes the ability to read is necessary and foundational to developing these other literacies for robust learning.  Members believe that ALA needs to reaffirm its commitment to literacy as a key value and re-establish its leadership in this endeavor. 

The "Resolution Reaffirming ALA's Commitment to Basic Literacy" is the product of the Committee on Literacy's work.  The resolution is respectfully prepared and submitted for ALA Council consideration at 2013 Annual Conference in Chicago, Illinois.

For those who serve in other ALA units, please consider endorsement if it is appropriate to your group's charge.

Best Regards,

Hadi S. Dudley, ALA Councilor
Arkansas Library Association
A Community for Libraries

Bentonville Public Library
405 S Main Street | Bentonville, AR 72712
479-271-3194 ph | 479-271-6775 fx
hdudley@bentonvillear.com
www.bentonvillelibrary.org

Bentonville Public Library's Mission:  to Engage our Community, Encourage Discovery and Promote Literacy by Offering Lifelong Learning Opportunities.
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