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Background

Multilingual Subject Access Magda El-Sherbini6/24/2017



 The ALCTS (Association for Library 
Collections and Technical Services)  
Steering Committee to Oversee the 
Implementation of the recommendations 
contained in the Report of the ACLTS Task 
Force on Non-English Access 2007-2009

 http://www.ala.org/alcts/sites/ala.org.alct
s/files/content/ianda/nonenglish/0510_fina
l_report.pdf

When Did it Begin
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http://www.ala.org/alcts/sites/ala.org.alcts/files/content/ianda/nonenglish/0510_final_report.pdf


Assign the ALCTS Subject Analysis 
Committee (SAC) to work with appropriate 
library organization, to study the needs of 
library users for multilingual subject access 
in the appropriate script(s), and to 
propose steps to address those needs 

Recommendation#11Charge

Multilingual Subject Access Magda El-Sherbini6/24/2017



 Extremely vague. 

 Too broad. 

A research project that might never be 
completed. 

 Is outside SAC’s scope. SAC doesn’t do 
much research on end users or their needs.

 Promote research on the non-English 
subject access.

Issues with the Charge

Multilingual Subject Access Magda El-Sherbini6/24/2017



 Promote research on the non-English 
subject access.

An Assessment of the Need to Provide Non-
Roman Subject Access to the Library 
Online Catalog. Cataloging & 
Classification Quarterly. Volume 49, Issue 6, 
2011. 

Research
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http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/wccq20?open=49#vol_49
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wccq20/49/6


 End users were not completely dissatisfied 
with the current library catalog; 

 End users and librarians want a system That 
is more open to multilingual subject 
headings; 

Highlighted areas of opportunity for 
libraries to make significant improvements 
to the catalog.

Key Findings of Research
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 Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Research Grant
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User’s ability to search materials by 
subject in three languages and 
different scripts.

Result
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Cross references 
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Searching by the French Term
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 Extensive work has been done to manually map 
concepts from different knowledge organization 
systems (LSCH, Rameau, and Arabic Subject 
headings), which is a tedious and expensive process

 Mapping depends on the cataloger’s 
understanding  of the concepts in these three 
languages

 Sometimes the concepts can be used to mean 
something else in different languages

A Few Comments on BA Processing 
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OSU –Multilingual Subject 

Headings

Multilingual Subject Access Magda El-Sherbini6/24/2017



Reason # 1
FAST and Multilingual Access
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 Simpler

 FAST converter

 FAST and MARC 

 FAST and linking fields

FAST Terms
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Reason # 2

User’s Needs
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Users can search the library catalogue by 

subject terms in their preferred languages, 

e.g., Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, etc. 
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 Started in February 2015

 Established basic guidelines

 Requested some MARC fields to be indexed 
in the online catalog

Decided on the languages of the subject 
headings  to use

 Future: Linking the non-Roman subject 
heading to the LSCH through the authority 
record

The Pilot Project
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MARC fields:

Use 6xx second indictor 7.

Established Basic Guidelines
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 Autoridades de la Biblioteca Nacional de 
España (Madrid: Biblioteca Nacional de 
España)

 Sharing국가서지:도서(서지), 온라인자료, 기사
색인및주제명, 저자명, 그리고도서관정보 Linked 
Open Data에대한탐색서비스를만나보세요!

 Ndlsh : governed by Japan National Diet 
Library and freely available 
(http://id.ndl.go.jp/auth/ndla) 

 List of Chinese Subject Terms from the National 
Central Library of Taiwan : 
http://catld.ncl.edu.tw/index.jsp (國家圖書館鏈
結資源 = National Library Link Resources)

International Subject Thesaurus
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https://email.osu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=PWBkJZr0anX-ngWV0dTUsxflld3tCmWoUkdjRaOHdaTS8E0tb47UCA..&URL=http://catld.ncl.edu.tw/index.jsp


Record in Chinese
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Record in Spanish
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Record in Japanese

Multilingual Subject 

Access Magda El-Sherbini
6/24/2017



Search by 
Arabic 
subject
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Results
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Multilingual Subject 
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Non-Roman Terms and Linked 

Data
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Before After
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Before After
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Before After
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Before After
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Record in Spanish
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OSUU
1001 Cordell, Lonnie G., ǂd 1936- ǂe author. ǂ0 

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no2014009392
24514 The effect of structured group counseling on the self-concept, attendance, and 

achievement of absentee-prone high school students / ǂc by Lonnie G. Cordell.
264 1 [Columbus] : ǂb Ohio State University, ǂc 1973.
300  1 online resource (vii, 135 pages) : ǂb illustrations
336 text ǂb txt ǂ2 rdacontent ǂ0 http://id.loc.gov/vocabulary/contentTypes/txt
337 computer ǂb c ǂ2 rdamedia ǂ0 http://id.loc.gov/vocabulary/mediaTypes/c
338 online resource ǂb cr ǂ2 rdacarrier ǂ0 http://id.loc.gov/vocabulary/carriers/cr
347  text file ǂb PDF ǂc 4.13 MB ǂ2 rda

500  Available online.
500  Source: Dissertation Abstracts International, Volume: 34-08, Section: A, page: 4733.
502  ǂb Ph. D. ǂc Ohio State University ǂd 1973.

504  Includes bibliographical references (pages 129-135).
588  Title from first page of PDF file.
650 0 Group counseling. ǂ0 http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects/sh85057473
650 0 School attendance. ǂ0 http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects/sh85118266
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http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects/sh85118266


650 7 Group counseling. ǂ2 fast ǂ0 http://id.worldcat.org/fast/fst00948370
650 7 School attendance. ǂ2 fast ǂ0 http://id.worldcat.org/fast/fst01106974
7001 Quaranta, Joseph J., ǂe degree supervisor. ǂ0 

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no97052340
7730 ǂt Dissertation Abstracts International ǂg 34-08A.
77608 ǂi Print version: ǂa Cordell, Lonnie G., 1936- ǂt Effect of structured group counseling on the 
self- concept, attendance, and achievement of absentee-prone high school students ǂw

(OCoLC)1029439
85640 ǂu http://gateway.proquest.com/openurl?url_ver=Z39.88-

2004&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:dissertation&res_dat=xri:pqm&rft_dat=xri:pqdiss:740314
0

ǂz Connect to resource online

85640 ǂu http://rave.ohiolink.edu/etdc/view?acc_num=osu1486744174938144 ǂz Connect to 
resource ǂ3 ETD OSU

85640 ǂu http://rave.ohiolink.edu/etdc/view.cgi?acc%5Fnum=osu1284054287 ǂz Connect to 

resource online
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Searching  OCLC in Arabic 

with Holdings Qualifier:
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Result
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A possibility to create an Arabic subject 
authority center that would serve the Arab 
world through cooperative arrangements.

A possibility of  developing resource 
sharing and cooperation on a global 
scale.

 The need to establish procedures for 
creating standard forms for Arabic subject 
headings.

Remarks
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Planning to add non English Subject 
Headings for Legacy records.

Add other languages such as French

 Explore the possibility of linking Non-Roman 
terms to the LC authority File.

Next steps
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Questions?

شكرا جزيلا

Thank You!
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