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TO:	Subject Analysis Committee
FR:	Stephen Hearn, SAC Liaison to MAC
RE:	Report on MAC activity, ALA Midwinter Meeting, 2016

[bookmark: _GoBack]The MARC Advisory Committee (MAC) has a very full agenda at Midwinter including four discussion papers of interest to SAC:

Discussion Paper No. 2016-DP07: Broaden Usage of Field 257 to Include Autonomous Regions in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format.  The paper discusses another aspect of the shift away from using LCSH for genre/form access, in this case the need to widen the kinds of place-of-production entities allowed in field 257 (Country of Producing Entity) to include the option of named regions (e.g., Hong Kong or Palestine) as well as countries.  Such places could previously be specified using geographic subdivisions with an LCSH genre/form term.

Discussion Paper No. 2016-DP09: Coding Named Events in the MARC 21 Authority and Bibliographic Formats.  The paper discusses coding for named events, either by an expansion of the definition of X11 or use of a new X47 field.  The named events which prompted the paper, currently coded as X11 in FAST, are primarily treated as X50 subjects in LCSH (e.g., earthquakes, famines, battles, wars).

Discussion Paper No. 2016-DP13: Designation of a Definition in the MARC 21 Authority Format. The paper discusses defining a field specifically for notes defining the term in the 1XX field.  It arises from questions the German National Library has faced in converting its authority files to MARC 21 and includes an example of defining a subject term.

Discussion Paper No. 2016-DP14: Designation of the Type of Entity in the MARC 21 Authority Format.  The paper discusses options for coding type and subtype of entity e.g., to indicate that a term is “topical” with subtype “language,” to accommodate type designations in use in German authority files. 

There is one proposal on the MAC agenda which follows from the decision to uncouple medium of performance from type of composition, pieces of information that had been bound together in LCSH genre/form headings.

Proposal No. 2016-02: Defining Subfield $r and Subfield $t, and Redefining Subfield $e in Field 382 of the MARC 21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats.  The proposal refines the coding for the number of ensembles and of solo instruments performing with ensembles in field 382, proposing two new subfields and a clarification for an existing subfield.  


Follow up from MAC at the ALA Annual Conference 2015

MARC Proposal No. 2015-08:  Recording RDA Format of Notated Music in the MARC 21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats.   The proposal calls for defining field 348 to carry term and code information about the format of notated music (score, part, etc.).  MAC and the MARC Steering Committee approved the proposal as submitted.	

MARC Proposal No. 2015-09:  Defining 670 $w (Bibliographic record control number) in the MARC 21 Authority Format.  Library of Congress practice calls for including the LCCN of a related bibliographic record in a 670 when creating authorities for LCSH, LCGFT, LCMPT, and other vocabularies.  Currently the LCCN goes into 670 $a. The proposal defines 670 subfield $w for this purpose following similar uses of subfield $w in 672, 673, 883, and 856 fields in the Authority Format.  MAC and the MARC Steering Committee approved the proposal as submitted.


