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Functional Requirements for Medium, and LCMPT

The MLA Subject Access Subcommittee has been working with the Library of Congress Music Genre/Form Project Group on their document, Functional Requirements for Medium of Performance Metadata for Music Discovery.  This document is meant to suggest principles and practice to guide the development of the new medium thesaurus, Library of Congress Medium of Performance Thesaurus for Music (LCMPT).  The document includes sections on the thesaurus and its vocabulary as well as search and display of terms.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Terms for Ensembles

The Subject Access Subcommittee wrote a discussion paper on medium of performance terms for ensembles and sent it to the Library of Congress.  SAS suggested removing the differentiation between ensemble terms for more than one instrument to a part and ensemble terms for groups with just one instrument to a part.  Keep just one term if the terms are similar (ex. Clarinet choir versus Clarinet ensemble).  Also, the term “ensemble” is currently governed by strict SCM rules about number of instruments.  Remove the limitations on the number of instruments in an ensemble so that the definitions are predictable in all cases. Catalogers can choose the level of specificity when cataloging works for instrumental ensembles—either recording each instrument separately or using an ensemble term when appropriate.  SAS is currently discussing LC’s reponse to the paper. 

MARC 382 Field

At Midwinter 2012, MARBI approved additional fields for the 382 medium of performance field.  These new subfields included:

$b – Soloist (R)
$d – Doubling instrument (R)
$p – Number of performers of the same instrument/voice in preceding subfield 
        $a, $b, or $d (R)
$n – Total number of performers (NR)

MLA and LC prepared a discussion paper for Annual 2012 that addresses the need for a corresponding authority field for medium of performance terminology (analogous to the 150 or 155 fields).  The paper also considers usage of the word “term” versus the word “heading”, since the medium vocabulary functions more like index terms than heading strings.  The paper also poses the question of whether the MARC Authority Format is the best place to set up the medium vocabulary.  Multiple terms that need validation could be recorded in a single 382, which is a departure from normal authority matching.

Music Genre/Form Project

The genre task force has organized the music genre/form terms designated for LCGFT into hierarchies.  In planning how to proceed, the group’s next step will be seeking technical advice from those having experience working with large database projects like this, including OCLC and authority vendors. 

The long-range plan for the genre task force is to work with the SACO-Music Funnel to create genre authority records.  The hierarchies already created by the task force provide some content for new authority records (broader/narrower/related terms, cross references, and scope notes). The group may also want to add some data like chronology, geography, and nationality to records as they are created. This part of the project will be a phased approach: create the genre authority records, review the old subject records, and convert headings in bib records to match the new vocabulary.  To facilitate the project, records will be created but not distributed until the majority of records are ready for use.
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