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LCGFT Update

After nearly 8 years of tireless work, the MLA Genre/Form Task Force was disbanded at the MLA Annual Meeting in Cincinnati in March 2016. Their final report is available here. Task Force Chair and SACO Music Funnel Coordinator Nancy Lorimer (Stanford University) and others within the MLA Vocabularies Subcommittee (MLA/VS) have continued the remaining work of the Task Force, namely building out and refining the initial rollout of music genre/form terms (Approved List 1514, February 2015). The following LCGFT terms have been added since the 2016 Annual Meeting (in order of approval):

Battle-cries    [gp2016026070]
Computer and video game music    [gp2016026066]
Military calls    [gp2016026069]
Krautrock (Music)    [gp2015026098]

Additionally, the following music term appears on Tentative List 1612:

Shoegaze (Music)    [gp2016026014]


LCMPT Update

The following new and revised terms in Library of Congress Medium of Performance Thesaurus (LCMPT) have appeared on tentative monthly lists since the Midwinter Meeting (in order of appearance):

	Tentative List 1612:
bamboo marimba    [pp2016015018]
bass marimba    [pp2016015013]
crychord    [pp2016015014]
diamond marimba    [pp2016015019]
spoils of war    [pp2016015015]
surrogate kithara    [pp2016015016]



Tentative List 1701:
contrabass trombone    [pp2015015011]
talempong    [pp2015015010]
tenoroon    [pp2015015001] (UF fagottino added)


MLA/VS continues work on several projects to develop areas of LCMPT and LCGFT needing refinement or reexamination. The LCMPT electronics terms project, begun in 2015, is in its final stages. Another current project involves establishing a LCGFT hierarchy for Musical texts (i.e., texts associated with musical works which appear independently of musical settings); this hierarchy will include Librettos (already established) as well as new terms Hymn texts, Rock lyrics, and similar. The proposals were submitted through the SACO Music Funnel in January 2017.

Several other small projects, pertaining to both LCMPT and LCGFT terms, are in the pipeline and will be taken up later this year by MLA/VS. New and updated LCMPT and LCGFT terms resulting from these projects will be proposed through the SACO Music Funnel and announced on Monthly Lists on an ongoing basis.


LCMPT Best Practices

MLA/VS released an expanded and revised version of the document Best Practices for Using LCMPT (first published in 2014) on February 22, 2016. Another revision is in preparation, and is expected to appear in February 2017; the main impetus for this revision is the recent implementation of MARC 382 subfields $r and $t.

It is hoped that this and the companion document Best Practices for Using LCGFT for Music Resources will serve as the basis for instruction sheets to be included in the new LC Genre/Form Terms Manual (currently designated with the placeholder designation “J 250”) and forthcoming Medium of Performance Terms Manual.


Deriving Faceted Music Terms from LCSH (a.k.a. “Retrospective Implementation”)

Following on the preliminary work done by the former Subject Access Subcommittee just prior to the 2015 MLA Annual Meeting, the current MLA/VS group evaluated several iterations of a program written by Gary Strawn (Northwestern University) to derive LCMPT terms in 382 fields from LCSH music form/genre/medium headings in 650 fields. The latest version (and associated natural-language documentation) was completed by Strawn in May 2015. 

In early 2016, the retrospective faceted term project moved back to the “front burner,” focusing on LCGFT terms. The ALA Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation began work in this area across disciplines. In the spring of 2016, a SGFI task group prepared a mapping of LCSH form subdivisions to their corresponding LCGFT (and possibly also LCDGT) terms. The MLA/VS task group prepared a mapping for music-specific LCSH subdivisions, and the two mappings were synthesized in a single document (available here). 

Since ALA Annual in Orlando, the MLA/VS task group has prepared preliminary mappings for LCSH music headings that have genre/form terms in $a. A companion algorithm, to complement the 382 algorithm prepared in 2015, is in development. This algorithm will provide mappings for all non-medium facets in LCSH strings, including demographic, geographic and chronological data, referring out to the aforementioned form subdivision mapping document. In collaboration with Strawn, it is expected that MLA/VS will finalize this tool during the first quarter of 2017, with testing on corpora of bibliographic data (using both algorithms) to begin shortly thereafter.


Working Group on Full Implementation of Library of Congress Faceted Vocabularies. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mullin was appointed to chair this working group shortly after ALA Annual in Orlando. This group is working to draft a white paper, whose intended audience will include OCLC, the Library of Congress, the Program for Cooperative Cataloging, and other constituencies, including ILS and authority control vendors, advocating for the full implementation (current and retrospective) of new and emerging faceted vocabularies, most notably the Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials (LCGFT), the Library of Congress Medium of Performance Thesaurus for Music (LCMPT), and the Library of Congress Demographic Group Terms (LCDGT). 

Further information on the work of this working group is described in the report of the Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation.
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