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Agenda:

● The Spencer project

● Re- examining the 
workflow

● Implement ing OpenRefine

● Other uses for  OpenRefine 
in digital collect ions





the Beginning

Project  started in 1999

TexTreasures Grant  to digit ize 1,000 
pieces

Descr ipt ive metadata loaded into ILS

Stat ic HTML was programmat ically 
generated and placed on server



Adding Partners



the W orkflow



the W orkflow Revised





M ARC







OpenRefine

● Interact ive Data 

Transformat ion tool (IDT)

● Open source

● Runs locally

● Interact ive like a spreadsheet  

- but  more powerful

● Programmable like a database 

- but  more exploratory



Creat ing a new project  

● Rename and r eor der  
M ARC  fields

● Join values

● Split values

● Re- for mat dates

● Remove unnecessar y 
punctuation, delimiter s, 
etc.

● Add new fields for  the 
digital collection

OpenRefine



Renaming columns

C olumns ar e the 
pr imar y units of 
inter action. 

C olumn names must 
exactly match our  C DM  
field names in or der  for  
upload the metadata.

M ARC  10 0  → C omposer

OpenRefine



Re- or der ing columns

Once all the fields have 
been r e- named, they can 
be r e- or der ed under  the 
All columns menu.

OpenRefine



Joining Values

T r ansfor m data 
with G oogle Refine 
E xpr ession 
L anguage (G RE L )

Joining the 245$a 
and 245$b to 
cr eate the T itle 
field

OpenRefine



Split t ing values

T he 246 must be 
split into two or  
thr ee fields:

- Alter native 
T itle

- Fir st line of 
ver se

- Fir st line of 
chor us

OpenRefine



Split t ing values

K now your  data!

OpenRefine



Extract  and 
save 
oper ation 
histor y

OpenRefine



Ident ifying clean up in exist ing 
C ONT E NT dm collections 

● T ext faceting

● C ustom text facets

● Identifying duplicates

OpenRefine



I nvaluable Resources

http:/ / openrefine.org/

ht tp:/ / freeyourmetadata.org/

ht tps:/ / github.com/ OpenRefine/ OpenRefine/ wiki/ GREL- Funct ions

Verborgh, Ruben, and Max De Wilde. Using OpenRefine. Bir mingham: 
PAC K T  Publishing, 20 13.

Van H ooland, Seth, and Ruben Ver bor gh. Linked Data for  Librar ies, 
Archives, and Museums: How to Clean, Link, and Publish Your  Metadata. 
C hicago: Neal- Schuman, 20 14.

http://openrefine.org/
http://freeyourmetadata.org/
https://github.com/OpenRefine/OpenRefine/wiki/GREL-Functions
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