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IFLA 2017 Subject Analysis and Access Standing Committee (SA&A) 
Meetings and Open Programs
The 2017 World Library and Information Congress (WLIC) was held in Wrocław, Poland, from August 19-25. The Standing Committee of the Subject Analysis and Access Section (SA&A) met twice during the congress, first on Saturday, August 19 and again on Thursday, August 24. John DeSantis (United States) was elected as the new Chair of the section, and Elise Conradi (Norway) was elected as the new Secretary; Harriet Aagaard (Sweden) was re-elected as Information Coordinator. Several committee members completed their terms, and the Standing Committee welcomed a number of new members, including two from the United States: Athena Salaba (Kent State University) and Caroline Saccucci (Library of Congress). Other continuing U.S. members of the Standing Committee are George Prager (New York University) and Sally McCallum (Library of Congress). The Section’s web page is at: https://www.ifla.org/subject-analysis-and-access
SA&A held two open sessions on Monday, August 21. The first program (9:30-11:30 AM), co-sponsored and organized with the Bibliography Section, was entitled “Challenging Society and Naming Identity: Subject Access and Bibliography in a Multicultural World.” Moderated by Standing Committee member John DeSantis, the program included the following four presentations:
“Knowing Nearby Others: Approaches to Precise Terminology in New Slavic Vocabularies” by Jean Dickinson.
“Sami Bibliography” by Kari Mathisen and Siri Gaski. 
“Genre Theory Applied: Genre and Form Terms in the National Library of Poland Catalogue” by Kamil Pawlicki. 
“Retrieving Oregon Indians from Obscurity: A Project to Enhance Access to Resources on Tribal History and Culture” by Richard Sapon-White.
The second program (4:00-6:00 PM), co-sponsored by the Law Libraries Section, was entitled: Optimizing Subject Access to Legal Resources: Solidarity in Divergence. Helene Besnier (Bibliothèque Interuniversitaire Cujas, Paris, representing the Law Libraries Section) and George Prager (New York University Law School, representing SA&A) co-chaired this program. It included the following presentations:

“Law Cataloguing and Classification in Poland: A Journey Through Time (and Practices)”  by Barbara Szczepanska

Sistema de clasificación e indización temática del Instituto de Investigaciones
Jurídicas de la Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México” 

Presented in Spanish; English version also available as:
“Classification and Subject Indexing System of the Institute of Research on Law at the National
Autonomous University of Mexico” by Filiberto Felipe Martínez-Arellano, Federico Hernández-Pacheco, and Efrén Chávez-Hernández

“Optimizing Subject Access to Legal Resources: EuroVoc and VocBench. Benefits
of Using Multilingual Controlled Vocabularies and an Open Source Collaborative
Tool for their Maintenance” by Rudolf W. Strohmeier, Willem van Gemert, Christine Laaboudi, and Anne Waniart 

“Legal Pluralism: Library of Congress’ Indigenous Law Portal” by Carla Davis-Castro

Presentations from both sessions are available online in the IFLA Library.
For the first time, there was also a joint session of the Bibliography, Cataloguing, and SA&A sections entitled “Metadata Reports”, held on Tuesday, August 22. That session included a report on the IFLA Library Reference Model by Pat Riva and Maja Zumer, as well as an update on the Genre/Form Survey of National Libraries, given by Ana Stevanovic and Rehab Ouf.
Upcoming Programs in 2018
The next IFLA Conference will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from August 24-30, 2018. SA&A will be holding both an open session program and a satellite conference during the Congress. The title of the two hour open session is: “Transforming Libraries via Automatic Indexing: The Impact on Metadata Creation, Discovery, and Staffing Decisions”. Athena Salaba is chairing the program committee for the open session. The deadline for submitting a detailed abstract is February 20. The full call for papers is available at: https://2018.ifla.org/cfp-calls/subject-analysis-and-access-section
Immediately prior to the conference on August 22, 2018, there will be a full day satellite meeting entitled “Metadata Specialists in the Machine Age.” This meeting is being jointly sponsored by three IFLA standing committees: SA&A, the Cataloguing Section, and the Information Technology Section. More information on the satellite meeting will be available at: https://2018.ifla.org

[bookmark: _GoBack]IFLA Metadata Newsletter
The Subject Analysis and Access Section publishes the IFLA Metadata Newsletter jointly with the Cataloguing and Bibliography sections. The December 2017 issue is the latest available. 

Working Groups
The Genre/Form Working Group continues its work under the leadership of co-chairs Ricardo Santos Muñoz, a member of the Cataloguing Section Standing Committee, and Ana Stevanovic, a member of the Subject Analysis and Access Section Standing Committee. The Working Group has completed its survey of form genre practices in national libraries, and published the survey, as well as its report on the survey. The IFLA Survey on Genre/Form Practices in National Libraries Report (31 pages) and the IFLA Genre/Form Survey Gizmo Results (101 pages) are available on the Genre/Form Working Group web page, which also contains additional information about the working group. 

A new working group on Automatic Indexing was formed during this conference, and it will be chaired by Harriet Aagaard, Information Coordinator of the Subject Analysis and Access Section.
As reported at the last SAC meeting, a joint Cataloguing Section-SA&A group has started working on the revision of Guidelines for authority records and references (Commonly known as GARR; 2nd ed. 2001; http://archive.ifla.org/VII/s13/garr/garr.pdf)
and: Guidelines for subject authority and reference entries (Commonly known as GSARE; 1993; out of print and not available online). The call for revision is available at: http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/reports/Midterm-meeting_042016/garr-report_042016-midterm.pdf
Talking points on the revision are available at: http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/reports/garr-points_2016-final.pdf
Barbora Drobikova (Charles University, Prague) is the chair of the working group. George Prager is the liaison member from SA&A. The group did not make much progress in 2017, but plans to work more actively in early 2018.
IFLA Global Vision Workshops and Discussions
In 2017, IFLA held a Global Vision Discussion through a series of high-level meetings and workshops throughout the world. To facilitate participation, an online voting platform was made available in August 2017. In total, IFLA received 22,000 votes from 213 countries, from 190-193 of the United Nations member states. IFLA will be publishing a report in March 2018. This report is intended as a roadmap for the future of the united library field. The Global Vision web page is at: https://globalvision.ifla.org/
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