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Whereas, Mae Benne was a professional leader for all people concerned with children and teens; 
Whereas, in 1950 she took a job as a high school librarian in Oberlin, Kansas, finding her calling in libraries when she was unable secure work teaching history; 
Whereas, she obtained her Master of Library Science degree from the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana in 1955; 
Whereas, she began her library service to children through rural and urban work at Yakima Valley Regional Library, Southfield Library (Wayne County, MI), and North Central Regional Library (Wenatchee, WA); 
Whereas, in 1965 she became the children's specialist at the University of Washington School of Librarianship where she taught until her retirement in 1988; 
Whereas, she joined the American Library Association (ALA) early in her career, engaging with the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) as a member of many committees, notably as chair of the 1986 Caldecott Award Selection Committee and the 1980-1982 ALSC Intellectual Freedom Committee; 
Whereas, she served on the 1978-79 ALSC Board of Directors during a tumultuous change in leadership; 
Whereas, she authored two influential works about children’s library service, The Central Children's Library in Metropolitan Public Libraries (University of WA, 1977) and Principles of Children's Services in Public Libraries (ALA, 1991);
Whereas, she actively encouraged other ALSC members to serve ALA because she believed all library issues affect children;
Whereas, she inspired generations of school and public librarians to carry on her fundamental beliefs in the power of the written word, the right of all children to access information, and young people’s freedom to learn;
Whereas, she made time to talk to all members about serving children and teens, bringing a legendary voice to youth issues during Council as a member at large; and
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Whereas, she is remembered for her keen intelligence, sharp wit, and passion for serving youth; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members, 
1. recognizes the significant contributions of Mae Benne throughout her distinguished career; and
2. extends its deepest sympathy to her family and many friends.

Moved by: 	Nina Lindsay, President, Association for Library Service to Children
Jenna Nemec-Loise, Division Councilor, Association for Library Service to Children
 
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Seconded by:   Rivkah K. Sass, Division Councilor, Library Leadership & Management Association 
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Date: 01/12/2018
Resolution author(s): Nina Lindsay, President, ALSC; Jenna Nemec-Loise, Division Councilor, ALSC E-mail address: jnemecloise@outlook.com 1. Title of Resolution: Memorial Resolution Commending Mae Benne 1a. Resolution File: Attach your MS Word file.:
http://www.ala.org/aboutala/sites/ala.org.aboutala/files/webform/Memorial%20Resolution%20Commending%20Mae%20Benne%20%28MW%2018%29.docx
2. ALA Units and/or Committees Consulted (if any):
3. Endorsements by ALA Units and/or Committees (if any):
4. Fiscal implications: Specify the resources needed to carry out the resolution's directive(s).:
5. List all parties to whom resolution should be sent:
Cynthia Berner
523 S. Firefly
Wichita, KS 67235

6. Impact on ALA Policies and Positions: Explain how the resolution supports ALA’s Strategic Plan, its mission, and/or its core values.:
6a) ALA general policy or viewpoint: If the resolution sets forth a general policy or an ALA viewpoint, describe.:
6b) Change in existing policy: If this resolution necessitates a change in existing policy, state the policy number and the change.:
6c) New policy: If this resolution establishes new policy, describe.:
6d) Policy conflicts: If this resolution conflicts with existing policy, state provisions for resolving the conflict.:
7. Initiating Committee or Unit (if any):
8. Pertinent Background Information, e.g. bibliography, citations, supportive quotes, URLs, etc.:
9. Mover's Name: Nina Lindsay, President, ALSC; Jenna Nemec-Loise, Division Councilor, ALSC
9a) Mover's Local Telephone Number: 
10 Seconder's Name: Rivkah K. Sass, Division Councilor, LLAMA
10a)  Seconder's Local Telephone Number:

